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British Book Jackets : PICTORIAL PRESENTATION 


Clarke Hutton Felix Kelly 


C. W. Bacon R. G. Morris Lynton Lamb 





os : P 
it of the spine to display the 


title or with plain trans- 


parent § 

With to the latter it should, in passing, be mentioned that, being 
transparent s able to show the pictorial covers on the Victorian 
‘vel date from the eighteen-fifties, and it is interesting to 
surmise t I nfluence these ¢ rted on the evolution of the 
pictorial jacket so much in vogue toda 

It was it early ‘nineties that print began to appear more frequently on 
wrappers, | . of using these covers as an advertising medium was 
eradual in d d there is little evidence of the general use of the 
pictorial per up to the erd of the first decade of the present century, and 
it was probably 1 ntil 1910 or thereabouts that any publisher made use of 

wrapper t t on it a ‘blurb’ or advertisement having a direct bearing 
on the book « i r a synopsis of the contents. This practice, 
o1 ever, rapidly caught on and by the outbreak of 
Wi W a pictorial jacket carrying both direct and indirect 

d firmly « lished. 

Ww the earlier pictorial jackets relied on illustrations taken 
he ok, the standard of design has so improved with the 

hen artists of the first rank are commissioned to 
design it inkable that any publishing house of repute would 
1 t] the sailor whi appeared on the j icket of one of 
Ww. | s, with his feet on the wrong legs! Indeed, what 
oO! ti] of wrapping could by 1928 command 
t] ist as Sir William Orpen who, when the 
ori: ( fi G. Wells’s Mr. Blettsworthy on Rampole Island, 
com1 nn, was lost, insisted, quite rightly, on a second 
fee for his « nd ther receiver guineas. This is, of course, about 
ten tin ‘id tod 
ccordi not to be wondered at that today there is a 
*y t k- that in nd-hand booksellers’ lists items 
describ ( | t-wrapper’ command a higher price than 
* * * 
I i pre ducts which » are now accustomed to 
ex] ll bound, and even some unbound, books can only be 
cl d esult of considerable thought and planning by those re- 

‘ ble fos m. So let us foll up the literary and economic considera- 

t cal choices, and other factors involved in the preparation 

1 fulfiln of the jacket which will ultimately be found in the bookshops. 

( ce tl 1 ided what type of jacket is called for by a 

particular typographical or pictorial, factual or imaginative— 

he will sele and send him the typescript, adding, if need be, 
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specific instructions, such as the number of colours to be used, the type of 
incident to be illustrated and, of course, the final size of the wrapper. The 
artist will read the script, not only projecting himself into its atmosphere, but 
drawing from it the essential quality of the author’s creation; then, and only 
then, will he begin to consider how best he can interpret it in his own medium 
so that his final design will truly represent the distinctive flavour and factual 
content of the book itself. 

It is obvious, of course, that a book for scholars issued by a University 
Press will demand entirely different treatment from a popular novel intended 
for display on a railway bookstall. What is perhaps not so evident is that 
whereas two jackets submitted for use on a book about, say, a famous public 
character may each be admirable in its own style, yet they may so differ in 
fitness for their purpose, may convey such entirely different ideas of the book’s 
contents, that one will be accepted as ideal, the other be dismissed as entirely 
missing the point. 

Unless, then, he has been given specific instructions by the publisher, the 
artist will find himself faced with a bewildering variety of possibilities no 
matter which method of reproduction is to be used, though he will always 
bear in mind one essential consideration, namely, that both title and name of 
author must be legible. 

The most economical, and by no means the least effective, is the typographical 
jacket. Printers will already have in their possession a variety of type-faces, 
as well as of decorative borders, and a skilful use of these, which can be 
immensely enhanced by the small additional expense of a single colour line 
block, can be most expressive of the character of a book, as well as achieving 
effects which will be equally agreeable to one handling the actual jacketed 
volume and attractive to another looking at it from a distance through the 
shop window. A typographical jacket has the added advantage that it can be 
easily altered or improved when still in the proof stage. 

In the event, however, of the designer being unable to find a type-face that 
he considers apt to his purpose, he may have to fall back on calligraphy, or 
drawn letters, but here he will find himself faced by the necessity to conform 
to certain rules, for instance, that it is imperative to achieve a sense of balance 
and proportion, that, as Edward Johnston laid down, it is essential to ‘make 
good letters and arrange them well’, and again he must recognize, as Imre 
Reiner has expressed it, that ‘lettering, written or drawn, must be in full 
accordance with the character of the volume’. 

The alternative to the typographical jacket is, of course, the illustrated 
jacket, and if the decision is made that this is the most appropriate style, the 
artist not only has to make up his mind whether his jacket is to be coloured 
or black and white, imaginative or illustrative of an incident or character in 
the book, photograph or lithograph, but he also has to realize, as John 
Farleigh has emphasized in Graven Image (1940, Macmillan), that if a wholly 
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suitable drawing is to be made it is necessary for him to have a knowledge of 
process reproduction. If, too, it is agreed that an illustration taken from the 
body of the book is to be employed on the jacket, it is important to see that 
the one chosen will eventually carry enough weight outside the book in 
competition with other pictures specially drawn for display purposes, while 
further it is necessary to appreciate that the addition of title, author’s name 
and, maybe, even some other text may, if care is not taken, interfere with the 
picture chosen. This difficulty will become particularly apparent when it is 
a photograph that is selected for use on the jacket, for in such cases especial 
attention will have to be paid to the balance between lettering and the 
particular point in the picture that demands emphasis. Nor must it be for- 
gotten that if the photograph is used as a background the choice of type- 
face must be made with added care so that it not only does not conflict with 
the actual picture but retains its essential object of legibility. 

As for reproduction, there are many methods by which the artist’s work 
can be displayed, but there are only two by which his own handiwork can 
be directly multiplied: wood-engraving, which can be greatly enhanced if the 
artist is himself sufficiently skilled in lettering to do his own, and auto- 
lithography. 

It may be thought that the artist will have little difficulty in deciding 
whether the typographical or pictorial approach is to be employed, and that 
the literary style and content of the book will itself determine this for him. 
However, the final decision is not as easy as all that, for on the one hand 
certain firms are particularly conservative in their loyalty to one style or 
another, and on the other hand it is almost certain that most lighter fiction 
will carry a pictorial design conceived along more popular lines and that a 
volume of historical studies will call for a purely typographical jacket. Even 
then there is always the necessity to determine whether illustration bearing 
directly on the story is to be preferred to a purely imaginative design and 
whether the more academic work is better suited by austere lettering or the 
addition of a border or all-over pattern. While in between these extremes lie 
all those volumes of belles-lettres, biography, poetry, and travel, which afford 
the artist immense scope for the display of his talents. 

One thing, however, is fairly certain—that he will only have to make 
designs for the front and the spine of his wrapper, since it is not his job to 
decide whether the back will carry advertisement or where the publisher’s 
‘blurb’ is to be placed. Nevertheless, he must not forget that his jacket will 
be only one of the many displayed in a bookshop, and accordingly, in 
addition to legibility, it is essential that title or author’s name should be so 
imposed that they can be seen even when placed in the second row of stock. 

There is, however, an exception to this rule, for a book may gain con- 
siderable presentation value, though at added cost, and with loss of advertis- 
ing space, if the jacket is continuous over back, spine, and front. The chance 
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to design such a cover will particularly appe 


al to painters, Who are used to 
1 . 7 ] 
large surfaces on which to work, and since the ‘y are not, as a rule, expert 
ee ‘Ser op : a 
letter designers, will provide scope for the super-imposition of typographical 


or hand-drawn lettering which, provided always it is readable, may here be 
allowed to play a secondary role to the painting, which itself will catch the 
eye and convey the essential message and style of the book’s contents. 

An artist may, too, be called upon to design a standard cover, either for a 
series of books or for a firm who decide to issue all their publications in a 
uniform jacket, in which the only divagations from the original will be in 
choice of colouring, both of background and lettering, or, according to 
subject, in variation of the size of type. 

If it is a children’s book on which the designer is asked to work, it is th 
approach rather than the technique which will need to be changed, since 
in these instances sight must not be lost gob Ste that although the book 
itself is intended for boys and girls—and e ition of the text, of course, 
will have revealed for which sex and v hich 2 1ge-group it is intended—it is 
highly probab le that the actual purch: ser will be an adult. Accordingly, it is 
perhaps not to be wondered at if more mistakes are made in the design of 
these jackets than in any other branch of the art. 

If little reference has been made to the special requirements of technical 
books—which should reflect in their jackets the reliability and competeiice 
of their contents, but in which special care should be taken to ensure that the 
are not dull—or of the cheaper brands of fiction—where any tendency to dl 
vulgar or grossly inartistic needs hw be age We it is because the creation of 
these two types of jackets fundamentally : —— the genc al lines 
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already indicated. Both of them, “ose are more limited in the oppor- 
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tunities they offer for artistic inventiveness by their necessarily commercial 
appeal, but in neither case should good taste be sacrificed to the demands of 
factual statement or blatant publicity valuc. 

The whole problem of book-jackets—w hether they s! - be pictorial or 


typographical, how much advertisement they should carry, if they should be 


standardized by each individual firm, their cost, and so yee 1—has during the 
past thirty years been a very vexed one for publishers. As long, however, as 
novelty, the essential object of goods wrapping, is preserved, the boo 
jacket will not fail in its major function. 
* * 

In England there are today four distinct major schools of book-jacket design, 
but any orthodox classification is just as difficult to make as is that of any 
artistic activity in a country so strongly individualistic. Nevertheless it is fair 
to say that in the innumerable varicties of typographical jackets the Curwen 
Press, by its wise choice of typ e-faces, combination of typograp hical orna- 
ments and the restrained use of colours, has created a definite style. Though 
the individual quality may vary, the average standard is exceedingly high, 
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11 11 { 
invariably appeal by reason of € their wad 3 taste to pe op 1¢ of gx me? taste. 


At the other end of the scale are the hard-hitting jackets which have made 
the books of Mr. Victor Gollancz’s publishing house recognizable at first 


sight. Devised and designed by Stanley Morison, here is direct publicity at its 


Another range of distinctive j ickets, which also shows at first glance the 
publishing house responsible (Jonathan Cape), is the series of jackets carrying 
inimated lettering on a black background, designed over a period of years by 
Hans Tisdall. Their influence has been wide and deep. 


The work of Barnett Freedman in the field of autolithography, with his 
use of greater variety and more vivid colouring than had ever been employed 
before and its wide application to pictorial book Jackets, has given a great 





impetus to this type of English book-jacket, whilst Edward Bods n’s sim- 
plification through the medium of linocut and flat colours has had an equally 
if € tl lead cy hool but bet vec! lies 1 we alth of oppor- 
tunity the display « dividual versatility, many an artist has been 
quick to grasp. Indeed, it is a remarkable fact that only in England do we find 
well-known easel-painters, such as Duncan Grant, John Piper, Kenneth 
Rowntree, and Graham Sutherland, being commissioned to design jackets. 
+ . + 
Phe British book-jackets stood up well to international competition from 
eighteen other countries in the “Art of the Book-Jacket’ E shdbicies n recently 
held at the Victoria and Albert Museum in London. 
Amongst those displayed it was to be seen that Czechoslovakia is more 
daring 1 imagi % ; Sweden excels in restraint and delicacy of 


n 
lligraphy and display. | nd shows balance of good lettering and pic- 


rial presentation; France uses an unorthodox combination of types. 
Switzerland proves her reliable craftsmanship in this medium, as in others; 
Poland leads in children’s books with colourful symbolism; while the United 
States make their mark in their highly glossed spectacular jackets, often, 
however, detached from the contents of the book. 

But of the British section it may be said that the exhibits clearly revealed 
a thorough understanding of the function of the book-jacket, a high standard 

f design, a diversity of reproduction techniques and the use of imagination. 
M R d Director of the Lond ublishing firm, Sylvan Press Limited, 


rm, 
rnational Book Jacket Exhibition, ‘The 


Art of ] lat Victor Albert Museum, London, towards the end of 1949. 

























authors of the past and present. 


thought. 

The first titles will be : 
BERNARD SHAW 
JOSEPH CONRAD 
G. K. CHESTERTON 
THE BRONTE SISTERS 
KEATS 
HENRY JAMES 
E. M. FORSTER 
i. %& ELIOT 
ARNOLD BENNETT 


occasional publications. 


BIBLIOGRAPHICAL SUPPLEMENTS TO 
BRITISH BOOK NEWS 


A. C. Ward 
Oliver Warner 
Christopher Hollis 
Phyllis Bentley 
Edmund Blunden 
Michael Swan 
Rex Warner 

M. C. Bradbrook 


Frank Swinnerton 


The General Editor (of the Supplements only) is T. O. Beachcroft. 


The British Council have in preparation a series of bibliographical Supple- 
ments to British Book News, which will be devoted to important British 


These Supplements will contain an introductory essay, a select biblio- 
graphy and a photogravure frontispiece. The earlier issues will mainly be 
concerned with authors who have had most influence on contemporary 


Date of issue 


June 


July 
To be arranged 


” 


The Supplements will be published by Longmans, Green, under the joint 
imprint of The British Council and the National Book League, at 1s. net 
each. They will be the same size as British Book News and will appear as 
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GENERAL WORKS 
Bibliography 
THE REHEARSAL COPIES OF BERNARD SHAW’S PLAYS. A Biblio- 
graphical Study. F. E. Loewenstein. Reinhardt & Evans, tos. C4. 36 pages. 
Index. Paper bound. 


In the short note prefacing this booklet it is explained that this study is an offspring 
of the definitive bibliography of Bernard Shaw’s works which Dr. Loewenstein has 
been engaged on for the last thirteen years. The present work includes far more detail 
than will appear in the final bibliography. The information here given will be of 
greatest use to libraries and booksellers but some of the details—for example, the dates 
of first performances and first publication—will be of more general interest. The book 
also contains the hitherto unpublished Rhymed Prologue to Fanny’s First Play. (012) 


A LIST OF GENERAL REFERENCE BOOKS SUITABLE FOR SECONDARY 
SCHOOL LIBRARIES. 3rd edition. A LIST OF BOOKS ON LIBRARIAN- 
SHIP AND LIBRARY TECHNIQUE OF INTEREST TO SCHOOL 
LIBRARIANS. 2nd edition. Revised by C. H. C. Osborne. School Library 
Association, 2s.6d. M8. 52 pages. Paper bound. 

This new issue of two valuable lists for school librarians, which were first published in 

the School Librarian in 1937 and 1939, has been completely revised and includes many 

new books and new editions published in the last ten years as well as information about 

a few important reference books to be published in the near future. The list in Part I 

gives guidance in starting and developing a collection of general reference books and is 

prefaced by some suggestions concerning the organization and finance of the reference 
section in a Secondary Modern or Grammar School library. The scope of the list in 

Part II, librarianship and kindred subjects, is intentionally wide in order to meet the 

needs of school librarians who may not be satisfied with just a few manuals on library 

technique. Sections are devoted to general works on librarianship and the history of 
libraries, library technique, books and bibliography, book selection, school libraries 
and the periodicals most useful to the school librarian. Both lists are selective but very 
adequate, marginal sigus are used to distinguish advanced works and other categories, 
good annotations are provided and there are both author and subject indexes. The lists 
should be useful to many librarians other than those for whom they were specifically 
compiled. (016.02) 


A LIST OF BRITISH SCIENTIFIC PUBLICATIONS REPORTING ORIGI- 
NAL WORK OR CRITICAL REVIEWS. The Royal Society Information 
Services Committee. The Royal Society, 2s.6d. D8. 95 pages. Indexes. 
Paper bound. 

The need, by members of the scientific community, for a list of the British scientific 

journals publishing a substantial proportion of original work or critical reviews, was 

made evident at the Royal Society Scientific Information Conference held in London 
in 1948 and at meetings of the Royal Socicty Information Services Committee set up 
to consider recommendations made at that Conference. This list is an attempt to meet 
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the need. The appr ach to compilation was made through the Scientific Societies 
whose chief purpose is the advancement of knowl de hrough the publication of 
scientific journa tls, and the main list is in fe habetical aie of the names of these 


gets separa J 

Societics or other publishing organizations. Each entry includes a brief description of 
} ine trel 

the content of the of il and ; any ul idexe $,a letails of freqe lency Of issue, Current volume 


number, size, price and addresses of editor < 





ishing organization. It is also stated 





whether summaries of papers are given, r advertisements are accec pted, 1 
° ] | . | = ‘ 

where and how directions to authors can be obtained. A title index and a general 

subject index are provided. {O10.505 ) 


ART AND ART APPRECIATION. Compiled b y Peter and Linda Murray. 
Cambridge University Press, 1s. sD8. 32 pages. Paper bound. (National Book 
League Book Lists: Second Series) 

Che compilers of this selected list of books, dealing principally with painting and 

sculpture, are members of the Courtauld Institute of Art, London. Their selection is 

intended to be introductory, and places the greatest emphasis on the European tradi- 
tion; most of the books are in English and a somewhat high proportion of space is 


devoted to British art. The books that are out of print are so indicated and some of the 





entries are accompanied by bricf notes. Part 1 covers general books, includin; 

histories and works of theory and criticism; Part II is arranged according to countries 
: (016.7) 

Library Administration 

BRITISH STANDARD, 1629: I9§0. BIBLIOGRAPHI NCES. 

British Standards Institution, 2s.6d. D8. 20 pages. Pape 

The system of bibliographical references set out in this Standard had its origin in a 

scheme prepared in 1938 under the auspices of the International Federation of tl 

National Standardizing Associations. The com enti d with the preparation 





of the Standard was fully representative of the national and t 
1 
| 





: , . 
specialized associations dealing with bibliography and librai 
learned and professional societies and institutions in Britain. It 


entries in bibliographical lists and to the particulars given for 








works to which reference is made in reviews, abstracts, etc. 
apply to entries in catalogues of particular collections, although t ral principles 
adopted in the Standa Th are similar to tho: - upon which the Anglo-American codes of 
cataloguing rules are basec The Standard is in two parts, the first dealing v th 
sequence of items in bib lio. graph 1C3 il refere neces nd the second with a sta d rd schcme 
of bibliographical data. (02 


PHILOSOPHY [AND PSYCHOLOGY] 


PHOENIX AND TURTLE. The Unity of Knowing and Being. Thomas 
Gilby. Longmans, Green, 16s. D8. 166 pages. Index. 


oe 1 1 ] ‘ “ ; ~y at their 
The author and a colleague, when on active service, dis d the inadequacy of their 


: CC 


, , ae i 
specialist knowledge in answering many P oblems of life. This book ‘a roundabout 


discussion to establish a realistic philosophy of life’ was the result. The the 

Shakespeare’s poem, “The Phoenix and the Turtle’, illustrates the unity which 
— “7 ‘ , Cc } | 7 

Gilby claims to exist between ‘knowledge’ and ‘being’. He first adequately induces 
| : ’ 1} Th. 4 —. 

the metaphysical mood necessary for approaching tl . pr blem. The first part of the 

1 ' as . or 
book deals with the validity of the enunciation ‘that ‘be ‘ing is’, and the second with the 
S 6 . 5] ° 
problem of knowledge arising from the statement ‘that being is true’. The various 
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] } ] x ] ] am — . 7 » > . 7 } 
chools of philosophy that have considered “what we know’, ‘how we know’, and 


, 
, 1 1 1 ’ 
the correspondence of our knowledge with reality are surveyed and the consequences 
of their arguments discussed. The author avoids technicalities and scorns pompousness 
nd displays a refreshing sense of humour in his varied literary illustrations. His 
. 1 “ 


; - _ - ] - : ] } . “1 nie a 
eflective asides have a moral imy rt that emphasize the bearing of his subject on clear 
| es) er a al ‘ > “ee . 
inking and sane liv ng. Father Gilby is also the author of the zestful Barbara Celarent: 


A Description of Scholastic Dialectic, noted in the September 1949 issue of British Book 
News. (121) 


THE INNER EXPERIENCE OF A PSYCHOANALYST. Theodor Reik. 


Theodor Reik is a reputable psycho-analyst, now working in America, who was a 


pupil and friend of Freud. He is critical of some of the present-day developments of 
psycho-analysis. His book is a readable description of psycho-analytic methods and 


} , : - a 

principles, presented largely through accounts of his patients’ problems and dis- 

coveries about themselves, and interspersed freely with personal anecdotes, auto- 
) I , 


: “a , : 
biography and allusions to literature. It is at the same time entirely serious in intention 





1 , . e . ° ° - 
and is meant to convey the author’s view of the true spirit and possibilities of psycho- 


analysis in contrast to some of its more rigid professional developments. _ (131.34) 


THE SCHOOL-CHILD AND HIS PARENTS. Zoe Benjamin. Angus & 


DL ¢ j , 1. ~e L}: ; 
Robertson (Sydney, Australia), 78.6d. C8. 18: pages. Bit liography. 


Che author, Lecturer in Child Study in the Tutorial Department of the University of 








‘ ’ + - , 
»ydl , and pioncer in parent and sex educati Ih, describes here in an easy and readable 
] } 1 1 1 - 4 
form tie problems most commonly associ ited with the schoolchild at home with a 
1 . w ] } ] L ] tar . 
view to helping parents understand their children in the 6-12 age group. Chapters are 
I I ‘ I 


4 oxy | . ent . horuy } . } l. bach ird frod 
devoted to such subjects as co-operation between home and school, DacK ward, giitca 


and handicapped children, behaviour problems in the home, sex education and disci- 
pline. The bibliography is extensive but an index is lacking. Previous books by the 
ume author are Education for Parenthood, The \ ung Child and his Parents, Emotional 
woblems of ¢ Id} 1, ete (136 ) 


THE CITY OF GoD. A Study of St. Augustine’s Philosophy. J. H. S. 
Burleigh. Nisbet, 12s.6d. D8. 226 pages. Bibliography. Index. 


[his book, | 1¢ Regius Professor of Ecclesiastical History in the University of 
Edinburgh, consists of the Croall Lectures delivered in that University in 1944. They 
provide an introduction and running commentary of a most valuable kind upon The 
City of God, St. Augustine’s massive statement of a Christian philosophy of history. 
Che book will be of immense value to students, and of great interest to the general 





reader who wants to know the main themes of the thought of St. Augustine but who 


intricate arguments of St. Augustine s treatises. (189.2) 


RELIGION 


THE CHURCH IN rH! CHRISTIAN ROMAN EMPIRE. Vol. I. THE 


CHURCH IN THE ARIAN CRISIS. G. Bardy, J. R. Palanque and Pierre 
1 1 T 


I 
de Labriolle. Translated from the French by E. C. Messenger. Burns Oates 


lan 


see ae 
¥ Washbourne, 25s. D8. 422 pages. Bibliography. 

The first two volumes of the famous Histoire de I’ Falise have already been translated 
into English by Dr. Messenger and issued in Britain in four volumes under the title 


oF 
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The History of the Primitive Church. The present volume is the first of a further series of 
four, and deals fully with the ‘Peace of the Church’ under Constantine and then with 
the rise and fall of Arianism; a series of able chapters discuss and elucidate the intricate 
background of this great controversy. Very full bibliographical notes are provided. 
(270.1) 
THE EPISTLE TO DIOGNETUS. H. G. Meecham. Manchester niversity 
Press, 18s. D8. 177 pages. Indexes. 
In this book the Principal of the Hartley Victoria College, Manc hester, has provided a 
definitive edition of one of the finest writings of the second century of our era. A 
learned introduction discusses aim, authorship, date and integrity, language and style 
of the epistle. The Greek text and copious explanatory notes follow. As a work of 
technical scholarship, as a discussion of theological problems in the second-century 
Church, Dr. Meecham’s edition is likely to be the standard work of reference for this 
epistle. (281.3) 


SOCIAL SCIENCES 

Political Science 

THE MEANING OF DEMOCRACY. Ivor Brown. 4th edition. Duckworth, 

7s.6d. C8. 176 pages. Index. (Social Science Studies) 

Not all of the people who argue in favour of democracy are certain of the true meaning 
of the term. ‘The word has come to mean anything’, says the author of this book; ‘or 
rather it means so much that it means nothing at all’. This work was written, accord- 
ingly, simply as an essay in definition, to show exactly what democracy is. It first 
appeared in 1920, and has now been thoroughly revised. Mr. Brown is the author of 
English Political Theory. (321.8) 


THE PRINCIPLES OF PARLIAMENTARY DEMOCRACY. C. E. M. Joad. 
Falcon Press, $s. C8. 71 pages. (Forum Books) 
The principles discussed here are six: that the individual citizen is an ‘end in himself’; 
that the State is a means to the well-being of its members; ‘that only the wearer knows 
where the shoe pinches’; that government should be representative; that democracy 
implies freedom; and that the judiciary should be independent. The author, who is 
head of the Department of Philosophy at Birkbeck College (University of London), 
is well known for his Guide to Philosophy and numerous other works. (321.8) 


THE WOMAN SUFFRAGE MOVEMENT IN CANADA. Catherine Lyle 
Cleverdon. University of Toronto Press (Toronto, Canada), $4.50. sR8. 337 
pages. Illustrations. Bibliographical footnotes. Appendices. Index. 

The first detailed story of the struggle in Canada, written by an American woman 

whose background is partly Canadian. Because the nature of the movement varied in 

different sections of Canada, and because the provincial franchise is determined by the 
provinces independently, the major divisions of the book are geographic. The author 
draws the parts together in the Introduction, and in an Appendix entitled “Women in 

Canadian Politics’ assembles a number of generalizations drawn from interviews. The 

struggle in Canada was a comparatively peaceful one, although protracted from the 

first success in Manitoba in 1916 to the culmination in Quebec in 1940. But the author 
uncovers enough richness of personality and even of drama to make the book 

absorbing to read as well as useful to consult. (324.3) 
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BECHUANALAND PROTECTORATE: SUCCESSION TO THE CHIEFTAIN- 
SHIP OF THE BAMANGWATO twang sc 8 ilth Relations Office. 


H.M. Stationery Office, 3d. sR8. 7 pages. Paper bound. (Command Paper 
7913) 


This White Paper recounts the circumstances attending the succession to the Bamang- 
wato chieft: sinship, and the considerations which led the British Government to with- 
hold recognition both from Seretse and his uncle Tshekedi, and exclude both from 
Bechuanaland Protectorate. The report of the judicial inquiry has not been published, 
for reasons given in this Paper, and the Government’s decision as here recorded has 
subsequently been modified in deference to public opinion. (325.315) 


MACEDONIA: ITS PLACE IN BALKAN POWER POLITICS. Elisabeth 
Barker. Royal Institut of International Affairs, 


1 


D8. 129 pages. 3 sketch 
maps. Paper bound. 


; —_— 
An excellent summary of the Macedonian problem 


, a 
and an account up to 1949 of its 
relationship to 


developments in the Balkan political arena are here presented by the 
wuthor of Truce in the Balkans (1948) who, formerly with Reuters, is now attached to 
the British Broadcasting Corporation’s diplomatic staff. Assembling her material under 
three headings, Miss Barker deals with Macedonia before the First World War, 
between the two wars, and from 1941 to 1948, the greater part of the final section 
consisting of an examination of the relations between the Yugoslav and Bulgarian 
Communist Parties, and of the Greek Communist Party and the Macedonian question, 
1941-9. The book is well d pcumented, but surprisingly, and unfortunately, lacks an 
index (an omission, which perhaps may be repaired in any succeeding edition). None 
the less, it may be regarded as both an indispensable reference book for the expert 
and an introductory guide for students seeking a clear statement of the complicated 
situation of which Macedonia is tl 


the crux. (32 27+ 97) 











Economics 


LABOUR RESOURCES OF NATAL. R. H. Smith. Oxford University Press 
(Cape Town, South Africa), 7s.6d. D8. 93 pages. Maps and diagrams in text. 
Paper bound. 

In 1940 the author was appointed to a Research Fellowship at the Natal University 

College to study the labour resources of the Province. A summary of his report has 

y the Department of Economics of the University of Natal, provid- 
ing a general introduction and survey of the subject. Questions treated include census 
measurements, urbanization of the native, native reserves, employment in Durban and 
ibution of labour. It is a predominantly factual account intended 

as a basis £ for policy-making (331.09684) 


now been made b 


the geographical distr 


THE AFRICAN FACTORY WORKER. Department of Economics, 
University of Natal. Oxford University Press (Cape Town, South Africa), 
30s. D8. Frontispiece. 8 plates. Diagrams. Folding map. 

Described as a “sample study of the life and labour of the urban African worker’, this 

work is based on two years’ research carried out at the Dunlop factory at Durban by 

the Economics D« par rtment of f the University of Natal. It de als with the background, 


behaviour and performance of the African ones worker, and analyses in detail the 


] 
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conditions of employment, literacy standards and aptitudes of the labour force. House- 
hold budgets, nutritional status and the rural life of workers’ families are also deal 
with. This is the most thorough study of its kind in South Africa, and comprises part 


of a special study of Natal’s labour resources which is being carricd out by the 
University. (331.70968) 


SOUTH AFRICAN FINANCIAL YEAR BOOK, 1950. Edited by E. 
Landsberg. R. Beerman (Cape Town, South Africa), sos. D4. 1,422 pages. 
Biographical appendix. 

This standard annual reference book comprises: a list of stock-exchange and mining 

terms, particulars of personal and company taxation in Southern Africa; a list of 

Government and municipal loans; a full alphabetical list of companies giving particu- 

lars of balance sheets and profit accounts and dividends declared. There is a classified 

index of concerns, a list of members of the Johannesburg and Rhodesian Stock 

Exchanges, and an appendix giving a list of directors’ names and addresses, and the 

concerns they serve. The information is authoritative and up to date. (332.058) 


SOCIALIST ECONOMICS. G. D. H. Cole. Gollancz, 8s.6d. C8. 158 pages. 
Index. 
Professor Cole, whose numerous works include The World of Labour, Guild Socialism 
Restated and Principles of Economic Planning, is Chichele Professor of Social and Political 
Theory in the University of Oxford. He wrote this short book at the request of the 
Fabian Society, in order to give its members a basis for a fuller restatement of economic 
doctrines in accordance with Socialist principles of production and distribution, 
national and international. (335) 


HOW GOVERNMENTS TREAT BOOKS. Sir Stanley Unwin. Allen & Unwin, 
6d. C8. 8 pages. Paper bound. 
“Would it not be true to say’, asks this famous publisher, ‘that the cultural level of a 
people could quite properly be measured by its treatment of books?’—and he then 
proceeds to show, pungently and in detail, how grossly many nations still obstruct the 
movement of books across their frontiers by import duties, taxes and harassing petty 
restrictions. The essay is reprinted from the monthly periodical Life and Letters, with 
brief additions. Sir Stanley Unwin is President of the International Publishers Congress, 
and a Past President of the Publishers Association of Great Britain; his numerous 
writings include The Truth About Publishing, now in its fifth edition, which has be- 
come a standard work in many languages. (337-72) 


THE AUSTRALIAN WOOL INDUSTRY. H. Munz. Angus & Robertson 
(Sydney, Australia), 21s. D8. 162 pages. 24 plates. Diagrams. Bibliography. 
Glossary. Index. 

Although for many years Australia has been the greatest wool-producing country in 

the world and the wool industry plays a most important part in the Australian economy, 

this is the first comprchensive general survey of the growth and development of the 
industry in this country. The author, a former Research Officer of the McMaster 

Laboratory at the University of Sydney, deals not only with the historical background, 

the climatic and environmental factors on which the industry depends but also covers 

in detail its present character and trends, with technical information on the classing of 


<9? 

















—_ aud sneil C. ] ] | 
|, its marketi: ind the problems of wool research. The glossary, | 


Law 

FEDERALISM IN AUSTRALIA. Geoffrey Sawer and others. Cheshire 
(Melbourne, Australia), 12s.6d. 1C8. 189 pages. 

Chis volume contains the six papers read at the fifteenth Summer School of the Austra- 

lian Institute of Political Science, the object of which was to discuss and examine the 
fectiveness of the constitution of the Commonwealth of Australia as an instrument for 

the political exy ion of Australian democracy. Professor Geoffrey Sawer, Associate 

Professor of Law in the University of Melbourne, gave an historic: il review of chang: 

over the past twenty-five years in the judicial inte ‘rpretation © f the constitution. Dr. 

Gordon Greenwood (now Professor of History in the University of Queensland) 

presented the case for extended Commonwealth powers, whilst the Hon. Thomas 


ralia) in his paper argued for restoring the balance of 
Gi 








lin, Chairman of the Commonwealth Financial 
id Economic Committee, dealt with the financial aspects of the Constitution. Mr. 
\. McCallum (now a Senator in the Federal Parliament) followed with ‘How fares 

1 ’ } - = 
vernment in the Federal system’ and Professor R. S. Parker (of 
ity College, New Zealand) provided a detailed examination of the 





Victoria ll 
people’ s reactions to proposed changes in the Constitution and the motives generally 


behind the popular vote in his paper “The People and the Constitution’. The general 





wend of the discussion on the points raised is summarized in an introduction by 

G. S. Reichenba (342.94) 

THE TRIALS OF FREDERICK NODDER. The Mona Tinsley Case. Edited 
by Winifred Duke. Hodge, 15s. L.Post 8. 256 pages. Plan. g illustrations. 
Appendices. (Notable British Trials) 





as : 

In 1937 a small child was reported missing, and one Frederick Nodder was charged 

with taking her away by fraud, tried, convicted and sentenced, although she had not 
- | 1 1 . | y 

by then bee 1 ter a continued search her body was found and Nodder again 


j 





p< d with murder. He was found guilty and duly executed. 
: - <5, 
This boo itains port of both trials, including speeches for the prosecution 


and defence, evidence, charges to the juries and verdicts, together with a comprehen- 
sive introduction by the editor. The record of th ese tria ls is interesting, showing as it 
does the tenacity with which the disappearance of the child was prot bed by the police 
whose efforts brought a murderer to justice. (343.1) 


EGISLATION OF EDWARD lr. Plucknett. Oxford University Press, 





15s. M8. 184 pages. Tables 
King Edward the First of Engl 1307) can be regarded as a great legislator 
whose enactments were, al ‘ceil a of far reaching effect. This book, being the Ford 
Lectures delivered in the University of Oxford in 1947, places be fore historians the 
results of a legal approach to some of his most famous statutes. The author expresses the 
hope that lawyers will be interested in the historical aspects of be law and that his- 
torians will enter upon the more a legal aspects of some famous enactments, 
including Mortmain, De Donis, the statutes of Merchants, Ouia Emptores and Quo 


d 





Warranto. He 3 ae with them site’ the headings of Law and Statutes, the Law 

Feudalism, Lords and Tenants, the incidents of Feudalism, the Family and Commerce. 
The author is Professor of Legal History in the University of London and is one of 
Britain’s greatest al historians. (347.00) 
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LAW OF MORTGAGES. C. H. M. Waldcock. 2nd edition. Stevens & Sons 
and Sweet & Maxwell, 35s. D8. 482 pages. Tables. Index. 
The first edition of this work was written in conjunction with Professor H. G. Hanbury 
who was responsible for certain individual sections, while others were the work of the 
present author. Now that the latter is solely responsible for this edition he has taken 
the opportunity, not only of bringing the earlier material up to date, but also of re- 
writing the whole work with the result that it is now virtually a new book. Although 
written mainly for students it will serve as a lucid statement of the law in force for all 
purposes. It deals with the English law of mortgages in relation to charges of legal 
estates in land and of registered land, building socicties, the right and equity of redemp- 
tion, security, consolidation and marshalling of securities, the debt and mortgage 
account, foreclosure and priorities. New chapters are included on personal chattels 
(bills of sale), choses in action and debentures. Account has been taken not only of the 
effect of legislation passed since the first edition but of many recently decided cases. 
The author is a barrister-at-law and Professor of Public International Law in the 
University of Oxford. (347.2) 
POLLOCK’S PRINCIPLES OF CONTRACT. 13th edition by Sir Percy H. 
Winfield. Stevens & Sons, 40s. R8. 654 pages. Tables. Index. 
“Pollock on Contract’ is a legal classic. It is the recognized authority on the whole 
subject of the law of contract in England. The editor of this edition, who is a King’s 
Counsel, a Doctor of Law and Emeritus Professor of English Law in the University 
of Cambridge, has most carefully revised the work but it still contains Sir Frederick 
Pollock’s statements of principle which have now become almost part of the body of 
the law of England. A number of changes and additions. have become necessary be- 
cause of new legislation and some eighty cases decided since the last edition. The 
editor's own alterations have been indicated by the use of square brackets. A new 
edition will be welcomed by practitioners and students alike throughout the English- 
speaking world. (347.4) 
THE EXPORT TRADE. A Manual of Law and Practice. C. M. Schmitthoff. 
and edition. Stevens & Sons, 25s. D8. 426 pages. Tables. Index. 
The promotion of exports by private trading is a vital matter in England at the present 
time and the issue of a new edition of this book is opportune. It is intended for the use 
of business men and their professional advisers and contains a clear statement of the 
law and practice under four main headings: sale of goods abroad, representatives 
abroad, matters incidental to exporting and government regulation of exports. Export 
transactions involve legal considerations extending over the whole field of mercantile 
law and custom, written and unwritten, and this book provides the complete text- 
book on the subject. The author is a barrister, a Doctor of Law and Lecturer in Mer- 
cantile Law in the City of London College. (347.7) 


Naval Science 

THE GENESIS OF THE ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVY. G. L. Macandie. 
Distributed by Cheshire (Melbourne, Australia), 25s. R8. 349 pages. 80 illus- 
trations and portraits. Maps. Appendices. Index. 

The author, who was Secretary of the Australian Naval Board from 1914 to 1946, has 

produced a history of the origins of the Royal Australian Navy commencing with the 

1850s when Sydney was the base for an Imperial Squadron under the East Indian 

Station of the Royal Navy. From there he traces the developments of a naval defence 

force through various Colonial Conferences of 1887, 1897, 1902, 1907 and 1909, 
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through the recommendations of Royal Navy personnel and the policy statements of 


sritish and Australian Cabinet Ministers, concluding with the arrival in Sydney of the 
Australian Fleet | 


Jnit in 1913 and brief reference to its exploits in the First World War. 
Che work of Captain William Cresswell, the ‘father of the Australian navy’, finds a 
large place in this book which, although undocumented and rather disjointed, con- 
tains much technical detail, a full index, and includes in its appendices the full text of 

‘ i | defences from Captain Cresswell in 1901 and the Committee 


reports for proposed naval ¢ 
of Naval Officers in 1906. (359.0994) 


Education 


THE WORLD OF LEARNING, 1950. 3rd edition. Europa Publications, 60s. 
C4. 894 pages. Index of institutions. 

This useful work of reference gives information about educational, scientific and 

cultural institutions throughout the world. The present edition has a chapter on the 

origins, aims, functions and organisation of UNESCO, followed by a list of the princi- 

pal international scientific 


objects and the names of 


] ] 1 ¥ ¥ . 

and cultural organisations, with brief statements of their 
TY rl 2 

their principal officials. This section is followed by chapters, 

of countries, giving particulars of academics, learned societies, 





in alphabetical ord. 
aa at} ui A as 


research in: 





tutions, libraries and archives, museums and art galleries, universities, 
colleges and technical institutes throughout the world. The year of foundation and 


d a J h 

titles of publications of these institutions are given, together with the names of the 
‘ > @ . : 4 11 7 = Pe 4 

members of the leading academies and learned societies, of the presidents and secre- 


taries of other socictics and associations, of directors of research institutions, librarians 
and archivists, museum curators, university rectors, deans and professors, and heads 
of technical institutes. The index of institutions is a welcome addition to this issue. 


(370.58) 
YOUNG CITIZENS AT SCHOOL. A Report on Experiments in Education 
for Living. Scottish Education Department. H.M. Stationery Office (Edin- 
burgh), 1s. sD8. 32 pages. 15 photographs. Paper bound. 
The Advisory Council on Education in Scotland, in a report on Training for Citizen- 
ship published in 1944, recommended that there should be a period of experiment to 
ascertain what are, in practice, the most effective methods of training in this field. In 
1948, conferences were held at local centres in Scotland with a view to pooling and 
disseminating the experience gained from the experiments which had been made. 
[hirty meetings dealt with primary schools and seven with secondary schools, the aim 
] | 


‘ “tes 
being not so much to elicit opinions as to what ought to be done as to obtain descrip- 


tions of experiments which had actually been undertaken. The main topics discussed 
were personal habits, character training, informal school activities, the relating of the 
curriculum to the world of today, and methods of enlisting the co-operation of parents 
and outside agencies. This pamphlet reviews the discussions and describes some of the 
experiments, attention being directed chiefly to those which have been successful, or 
appear to be promising methods of training for citizenship, and to issues which are 
till controversial. (370.780041) 


OUR CHANGING SCHOOLS. A Picture for Parents. Roger Armfelt. Pre- 
pared for the Ministry of Education by the Central Office of Information. 


H.M. Stationery Office, 2s. 9 Xx 7 inches. 108 pages. Photographs. Paper 


} 
bound. 


In a serics of imaginative d 


¥ 


mptions and conversati ns, illus tratc d by over a hundred 


s of activities in real schools of all kinds, Roger Armfelt provides a 


] 


excellent photograp!] 
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most readable guide for parents and others of re ent developments in education in the 
publicly maintained schools in England and Wales, both in the country and in 
the towns. As teacher, Inspector of Sc sony ( nae Education Officer, Secretary of the 
School Broadcasting Council, and now Professor of Education in the University = 
Leeds, he draws on 4 wide experience, and is able to put into the mouths of h 

imaginary characters those questions and problems which should be uppermost in i 
minds of parents reg anding the changing organization and methods a teaching and 
learning in the sch ols today. Fore xample, an imaginary account is given of a meeting 
at a suburban primary s¢ bod at which the headmaster discusses with parents the dif- 
ferent types of secondary education available. It is recognized that changes taking place 
will take many years to complete, but they will be hastened by wider underst: nding of 
their purpose which a general picture in ‘1 detes 1 terms such as this can give. (370.94 42) 


THE TEACHER IN A PLANNED SOCIETY. R. W. Rich. University of 


London Press, ss. C8. 120 pages. Index. (Educational Issues of Today) 
The Principal of the City of Leeds Training College discusses in this volume the 
implications of making education an instrument of national policy now that the 
teacher has become a public servant, or, as the author puts it, an ‘agent of the com- 
munity’. He considers the relations which should exist between teacher and adminis- 


1 } . . 
trator, and concludes with chapters on educational technique in a planned society 





9 


and on the education a teacher should have. (371.1 


PUPILS WHO ARE DEFECTIVE IN VISION. A Report of the Advisory 
Council on Education in Scotland. Scottish Education Department. H.M. 
Stationery Office (Edinburgh), 1s.3d. sR8. 68 pages. 7 tables. Appendix. 
Paper bound. (Command Paper 7885) 

Charged with the task of reviewing ‘the provision made in Scotland for the primar) 

and secondary education of pupils who suffer from disability of mind or body or from 

maladjustment due to social handicaps, and to make recommendations’, the Advisory 

Council have already issued a report on Pupils who are Defective in Hearing and now 

submit a report on educational provision for the blind and partially blind. Part I dis- 

cusses the nature of the probl em, Part II me ve with the education of the blind, and 

Part III with the education of the partially sighted. These are followed by an eight- 

page summary of the report and the Co iste s recommendations. These include a 

decision in favour of providing residential education for all blind children in Scotland 

in the Royal Blind School, Edinburgh, while partially sighted children should as far 

as possible not be educated in segregated schools or classes, but be encouraged to mix 

freely with their sighted contemporaries. A residential school, also in Edinburgh, 

should cater for areas unable to provide a class of ten such pupils. (371.911) 


SCHOOLS, 1950. The most complete Directory of Schools in Great Britain 
and Northern Ireland, arranged in order of their Counties and Towns; 
including statistical information regarding reorganized Public Schools for 


> 


boys and a supplementary list of schools on the Continent. 27th edition. 


Truman & Knightley, 6s. C8. 756 pages. Illustrations. Folding map. 


¢ 


indexes. 
In addition to the information on fees, number of pupils, scholarship, bursaries and 
exhibitions available at boys’ and girls’ schools, this guide has a section devoted to the 
displayed advertisements of many of the schools appearing in the directory, sub- 
divided into such sections as Roman Catholic sc hooks and convents, nautical training 
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ing colleges, schools {fering all branches of domestic science 
ind housewifery, vocational training colleges, etc. The two indexes are of the 
Principals and schools whose displayed advertisements appear. (373.42) 
CORRESPONDENCE EDUCATION IN AUSTRALIA AND NEW ZEALAND. 

Com] iled S. A. Rayner. Melbourne University Pres Melbourne, Aus tralia), 





Issued as No. 64 in the Educational Research Series of the Australian Council for 
Educational ch, this work is in effect a revision and expansion of one of the 
Council’s « I publications, Primary Education by Correspondence. Onlv p ublicly 


suppt ted 1 CITUTIONS, 1.e. t controle Dy th Austr wlan covernments al id uni- 





versities, are here treated but within that sc the treatment, confined as it is to a 


statement of facts, is intensive. The conditions 21ving mse to corre spondence instruc- 


x the history, size, scope, administrative aspects, curricula, metl ods and s special 
pr ms of correspondens lucation are described, supported by many detailed 
tables. The appendices comp! opu ions Of pupus and high schoc | tea chers on edt IC; 


tion by corres len nd a list of the correspondence schools in prec and New 
Zealane (374-494) 
Ocean enue 

PORT OPERATION AND ADMINISTRATION. A. H. J. Bown and C. 


Dove. Ch ian & Hall for Harbour Authority, 21s. D8. 295 





pages. $9 lulustravuons, Fians 


liography. Index. 


his book « ril practice of port operation and administration mainly in the 





The aim of vuthor s been t ) provide I : for those studying for the Associate 
Member mination of the Insutute of Transport. The scope of the work is 
comprehensive | thoroughly up to date. The chapters on organization indicate the 
liversity of ar ts obtaining amongst various port authorities. Cargo handling 
method ¥ ( re dealt wit! r lly, including desc riptions ind use of 
the latest juipmen Yesion and lay-out of docks nd ancillary works are ade quately 

wvered for the pose in mind and the chapter on Dock Labour, which gives a 
chronological a unt of the develop of this indu bog 1g Up to the formation 





r aspects, 
ae ¢ : +e } tt f OE. 
ich as passenger traftic, safety measures and welfare are described and the authors have 
ea 
indicated the important ilations relating to these matters. A chapter is included 


J 
n Inland Water Transport giving « 





rical account of the rise and decline of 

canals in thi try. J ncluding chapter on the Transport Act, 1947, gives an 

ccount of the effect of this legislation up to the date of pub lication of fa book. 

Although intended for nts, the book will be of considerable interest to anyone 

ssociated with ports and shipping. (387.10003 ) 

OUTLINE HISTORY OF TRANSATLANTIC STEAM NAVIGATION. As 
illustrated by the Collections at the Science Museum. H. P. Spratt for the 
Ministry of Education: Science Museum. H.M. Stationery Office, 2s. sR8. 
62 pages. 9 plates. Biblic graphy. Index. Paper bound. 


le purpose of this handbook, issued with reference to th exhibits in the Science 





} story al d de velo pment of the 
tlantic Ferry since the advent of the steamship. This period covers the transition from 





ron to steel, as the material for ship construction; and from 
juadruple-screw propulsion; the change 











from simple to compound, triple and quadruple-expansion reciprocating engines; 
the development of the Parsons direct-drive, single and double-reduction geared 
turbines; and the enormous improvement in passenger accommodation, from the time 
when Charles Dickens crossed on the first Cunard liner in 1842, to the present standard 
of comfort in the ‘Queen Mary’ and the “Queen Elizabeth’. (387.24) 


BLUE GUM CLIPPERS AND WHALE SHIPS OF TASMANIA. Will Lawson 
and the Shiplovers’ Society of Tasmania. Georgian House (Melbourne, 
Australia), 20s. D8. 261 pages. 31 plates. Appendices. Index. 

From the 1830s onwards Tasmania was for many years the centre of an important 

whaling industry which gave rise to maritime trade, and to shipbuilding activities in 

which a species of timber known locally as blue gum was the material most used. From 
records supplied by the Shiplovers’ Society of Tasmania Mr. Lawson has compiled an 
interesting history of whaling, trading and shipbuilding in Tasmania from its begin- 
nings 120 years ago up to about 1890, covering activities in all ports of the island. The 
appendices list all the wrecks on the Tasmanian coast and of Tasmanian ships up to 

1930 and all ships that sailed from Hobart and Launceston for California in 1849 and 

1850. The index is very detailed and the plates depict old ships, their masters and 

builders. (387.509946) 

PHILOLOGY 


DICTIONARY OF ABBREVIATIONS AND SYMBOLS.E.F. Allen. Cassell, 
7s.6d. C8. 224 pages. 
The main consideration of the compiler has been to include in this dictionary the 
principal abbreviations and symbols that a reader is likely to encounter in the general 
literature of English-speaking countries. No attempt has been made to include all the 
abbreviations used to denote various organizations, with the exception of those which 
are likely to be of a permanent nature. Abbreviations used in the more specialized 
sciences have also been omitted on purpose. The abbreviations have been arranged 
alphabetically, and the symbols include those used for proof-reading and typography, 
mathematics, commerce, medicine, music, astronomy, meteorology, botany, phar- 
macy, etc. together with a list of Roman numerals. (421.803) 


PURE SCIENCE 
Physics 
puysics. C, L. Boltz. Harrap, 10s.6d. C8. 384 pages. Frontispiece. Diagrams. 
Index. (Harrap’s Torch Books) 
This book is a popular yet scholarly exposition of some of the fundamentals of physics 
and their everyday applications. It is easy to read and there are few obscurities so that it 
should be successful in achieving its difficult aim of introducing physics to the interested 
non-scientist. Although magnetism and electricity are omitted from this volume, it 
would have been as well to emphasize that they are as much a part of the basis of 
physical knowledge as are heat, light, sound and properties of matter which are so 
adequately described. (530) 
COUNTING TUBES: THEORY AND APPLICATIONS. S. C. Curran and 
J. D. Craggs. Butterworth, 35s. sC4. 238 pages. Figures. Indexes. (Laboratory 
Technique Monograph) 
This book successfully combines an account of the theory of the behaviour of counting 
tubes with descriptions of practical methods of making successful tubes. One of the 
chapters is devoted to the various circuits used with counters and another chapter 
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gives a description of special forms of counters. In addition to a section dealing with 
the general applications of counting tubes, special chapters deal with their application 
to atomic and nuclear research and also to the study of cosmic ray phenomena. Both 
the authors have made original contributions to the subject on the theoretical and the 
application sides and are therefore well qualified for their task. (537) 
Chemistry 
CRUCIBLES. The Story of Chemistry from Ancient Alchemy to Nuclear 
Fission. Bernard Jaffe. New edition, revised and enlarged. Hutchinson, 18s. 
+ >; m4 ] . , 
D8. 496 pages. Tables. Diagrams. Bibliography. Index. 
This edition of a work which has become almost a classic in its field is intended to 
the layman with an up-to-date picture of the development of our present 
knowledge of chemical science, including the conquest of nuclear energy and its 
implications. The first edition was written over eighteen ycars ago, and to bring the 
story up to date Chapter XVI has been drastically revised and three new chapters have 
been added. Professor Jaffe, who is one of America’s leading chemists, has given his 
work a human interest by using the lives of the most eminent pioneers as the basis of 
his story. (540.9) 


pre 1 ide 


Geology 


EARTHQUAKES AND MOUNTAINS. Harold Jeffreys. 2nd edition. Methuen, 
12s.6d. C8. 191 pages. Illustrations. Maps. Diagrams. Index. 
[his book provides an account of the modern study of the physics of the earth. There 
are chapters on solids and liquids, earthquakes, gravity and the shape of the earth, its 
strength and history, radioactivity, bodily tide and tidal friction and the mechanics of 
geology. The author, who is one of the leading authorities on the subject, with an 
international reputation, is Plumian Professor of Astronomy in the University of 
Cambridge. The book is written in a popular style, suitable for general readers. ($51.1) 


THE PETROLOGY OF THE IGNEOUS ROCKS. F. H. Hatch. roth edition, 
rewritten by A. K. Wells and M. K. Wells. Thomas Murby, 25s. D8. 
469 pages. aes Maps. Tables. Diagrams. Index. (Text-book of 
Petrology, Vol 


Hatch’s Text-Bo yj Petrology has been a standard text-book on igneous rocks since 
the first edition appeared in 1891. In its original form it was an elementary text-book. 
Additions were made to the fifth edition in 1909 and it was completely revised in the 
cighth edition (1926) w hen Dr. A. K. Wells joined Dr. Hatch as junior author. Dr. Hatch 
died in 1932 and the ninth edition (1936) by Dr. A. K. Wells alone was marked by a 
change in the basis of classification, and much new matter. Dr. A. K. Wells, Reader in 
Petrology at King’ s College, London, is highly qualified to present a clear account of 
the petrology of the igneous rocks. In collaboration with his son, M. K. Wells, he has 
now rewritten the greater part of the book. This tenth edition, thoroughly up-to-d: ate, 
will be warmly welcomed as a text-book of very high quality and as a book of re- 
ference for petrologists. It gives a brief account of the optical propertics of minerals, 
describes the composition and crystal structure of rock-forming minerals, the modes 
of occurrence and textures of igneous rocks. S$ spec ial aspects of petrology discussed are: 
the consolidation of magma, causes of variation (differentiation and hybridization), 
id the origin sh. granites and injection gneisses. Eight chapters are devoted to the 
systematic description of igneous rocks arranged sccasding to an entirely revised 
scheme of classifveati yn, which should meet with general acceptance. T hese chapters 
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are illustrated by excellent drawings of thin sections of rocks by M. K. Wells. The 
concluding part is an account of igneous activity in the British Isles from the Pre- 
Cambrian to Tertiary and is substantially in the form in which it appeared in the nint! 
edition. (552. I) 


ORE GENESIS: A METALLURGICAL INTERPRETATION. An Alternative 
to the Hydrothermal Theory. John Stafford Brown. Thomas Murby, 12s.6d. 
sD8. 204 pages. Diagrams. Tables. 


Dr. J. S. Brown, an eminent American mining geologist, puts forward a provocative 
theory of ore depositi yn as an alternative to the hydro-the rmal theory. He calls his 
hypothesis a metallurgical interpretation as the processes involved are similar to those 
occurring in the smelting of ores. He concluc les a ores originate from extensive 
segregations formed by igneous processes at the various levels appropriate to their 
specific gravity, then rise as vapours along zoncs of microbrecciation. Water is not 
considered as an influence until the vapours reach the zones of deposition relatively 
the surface. { 





Ethnology 
THE MASHONA AND THE MATABELE. Charles Bullock. Juta (Cape Town, 
South Africa), 21s. L.Post 8. 310 pages. Glossary. Index. 

This is a thorough revision of the standard work on the Mashona, published in 1927 
and long out of print. Mr. Bullock was formerly Secretary for Native Affairs in 
Rhodesia, where he has spent a lifetime among the native tribes. The present work is 
intended for the general reader. Emphasizing the deterioration of relations between 
black and white and the passing of the benevolent personal rule of Native Commis- 
sioners, the author maintains that it is essential for the European to be fully informed 
about the native people he governs, and the society (“or want of it’) in which they 
now live. There are chapters dealing with birth, childhood and marriage, kraal li fe, 
language, animism, death rituals; social development and the breakd lown of tribal 
society. Part II consists of an important an lysis of the inter-relationshi p between 


lar terms, and much new matcrial on the Matabele is included ($72.96891) 


\ 


European and native laws, and the incidence of crime. There is a { lossary of vernacu- 


Natural History 


MOUNTAINS AND MOORLAND. W.H. Pearsall. Collins, 21s. D8. 328 pages. 
81 illustrations (47 in colour). 48 maps and diagrams. Bibliography 
Glossary. Index. (The New Naturalist Series) 

A new volume in the New Naturalist series is always an event, and the present one is an 

outstanding addition. The author, who holds the Chair of Botany at University 

College, London, has none the less spent most of his life working in the mountains and 

on the moors, chiefly of northern Britain, about which he writes. Yet, although this is 

essentially the work of a scientist, it is a most readable book, and one packed with 
information of the greatest value to those intcreste ‘a in any br: nch of natural history. 

Especially does this ; apply to those chapters which deal with ecological aspects of the 

highlands, such as that on ‘Animal Communities and their History’, which is of 

interest to many whose studies are far outside the scope of this book. The illustrations, 
which contain some fine c slour plates (and a few that are st disappointing) cover 


the same great range as the text, from Dartmoor to the north of Scotland and from 





, , ‘ ° 
geolo y to Mant associations. ihe maps ind di rams are, as usual in this series, 
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extremely good and helpful; the bibliography is short enough to be useful to the ordi- 


nary r¢ ide * whx will also find tl the glo »$Sa ary of great value; a nd altogether this must be 


onine me of the mos 1 vol te > ) 
accountcd I I the most successful volumes in this series to date. (574.942) 


TREES FOUND IN THE TRANSVAAL. M. Bolton. Boy Scouts’ Association 

(Johannesburg, South Africa), 2s.6d. D8. 55 pages. Illustrations. Paper bound. 
ok was primarily intended for scouting naturalists, but in the absence of 
lar introductory w rork on South African trees it serves a wider purpose. 
varieties of imported and indigenous trees to be found in the neighbour- 


Witwatersrand are briefly described, and many are illustrated by the 








author for identification purposes. (582.16) 
BRITISH WOODLAND TREES.H.L.E dlin. 3rd edition, revised. Batsford, 
12s.6d. D8. 192 pages. Coloured frontispiece. 132 illustrations. Appendices. 
Glossar Ind 
A featur this new edition of a well-known book (first published in 1944) is the 
inclusion of the names of trees in _ European languages, notably French, German, 
Dutch and Scandinavian. The book, which is well ill wetrated ( ( though it is unforte- 
nate that some misleading bho tions from earlier editions have not been changed) 
using photographs as well as reproductions from the illustrations to Evelyn’s Silva, is 
pl isantly pro Juced and covers a wide range of aspects of trees. Keys for identification 
are given. (582.16) 


Zoology 

ANIMAL FACTS AND FALLACIES. Osmond P. Breland. Faber & Faber, 
10s.6d. L.Post 8. 246 pages. Decorations by Leo Hershfield. Selected 
references. Index. 

ll of information of all sorts about animals and especially 





This is a popular book fu 
itended to satisfy the curiosity of those interested in the a controversial or un- 
| aspects of the animal kingdom. It is divided into five parts, dealing with mammals, 
, fishes, amphibians and reptiles, and each part consists “ a series of shortish 
paragraphs, often in the form of answers to questions. The book, which is based largely 
on American experiences and references, is entertaining and reason ibly accurate and is 
useful in supplying in one volume infoam ition that is otherwise widely distributed. 
1 bibliography could have been more up-to-date. (s90) 


THE BUTTERFLIES OF SOUTHERN AFRICA. PartI, PAPILIONIDAE AND 
PIERIDAE. G. van Son. Transvaal Museum (Pretoria, South Africa), 428. 
L.Post 4. 237 pages. 41 plates and numerous text illustrations. Biblio- 


graphy. Index. (Transvaal Museum: Memoir No. 3) 





Described as the first part of ‘a taxonomic, morphological and faunistic review of the 
South Afric * this work supplements ; ind brings up to date the standard 
monograph by Trimen, now almost unobtainable, and i includ es areas not dealt with 


lier work: Southern Rhodesia, Portuguese East Africa and parts of South- 
\frica and Bechuanaland. It is based on the extensive collections of the Transvaal 
supplemented by much material in private collections, and has been revised 
cent entomological criteria. There are detailed descriptions 
of families and sub-families, and many black-and-white illustrations. The work is 
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published with the assistance of the South African Council for Scientific and Industrial 
Research. The author, who is a Fellow of the Royal Entomological Society, is on the 
staff of the Transvaal Museum. There is a detailed index. (595.789) 


THE BIOLOGY AND CONTROL OF THE ANT PEST MONOMORIUM 
PHARAONIS (L). A. D. Peacock, D. W. Hall, I. C. Smith, and A. Good- 
fellow for the angen of Agriculture for Scotland. H.M. Stationery 
Office (Edinburgh), 1s. sR8. 52 pages. 5 figures. 5 tables. References. Paper 
bound. (Department of ped, for Scotland: Miscellaneous Publication 
No. 17) 


The main objects of this monograph are to give a brief summary account of the biology 
of the ant pest Monomorium pharaonis (commonly known as Pharaoh’s Ant); to present 
quantitative results obtained in poison- -baiting experiments with thallium sulph: ite, 
sodium fluoride, and mixtures of these substances on artificial colonies of the insect; 
to describe a number of experiments performed with these substances in infested 
premises; and to show the bearing of the author’s findings on the problem of the con- 
trol of the pest. The information here presented should be of practical value not only 
to the professional entomologist but also to those engaged in disinfestation work in 
general. (595-796) 


THE BIRDS OF THE BRITISH ISLES AND THEIR EGGS. Series I, II and 
Ill. T. A. Coward. Revised by A. W. Boyd. Series I, 7th edition. 400 
pages. 325 illustrations (252 in colour). 1 drawing. Index. Series II, 8th 
lg pt pages. 269 illustrations (203 in colour). Index. Series III, 4th 
edition. 286 pages. 136 illustrations (68 in colour). References to authori- 
ties. List of authorities. General index to the 3 vols. Warne, 17s.6d. each. 
IF8. (Wayside and Woodland Series) 

The latest edition of what are, perhaps, the most popular of all volumes in this series; 

Land II were first published in 1920, and I11 in 1926. The familiar coloured illustrations 

are from new plates, and the whole of the text has been revised and brought up to 

date by Mr. A. W. Boyd, although Mr. Coward’s own notes have been left untouched. 

Probably no books on birds cover so wide a range of species, illustrating so large a 

number in colour, and at the same time appeal so widely to expert and amateur alike. 

Of essentially pocket size, they are none the less valuable as library reference books, 

and, through the wide range of species occurring in the British Isles, are of great 

interest to ornithologists throughout at least the whole of Europe and much of Asia 
also. The work is, too, thoroughly up to date with information about the various 
species which have been freshly recorded as breeding in Britain within the last few 

years. (598.2942) 


THE YELLOW WAGTAIL. Stuart Smith. Collins, 12s.6d. 1C8. 192 pages. 
8 colour plates of paintings by Edward Bradbury. 11 photographs. 4 line 
drawings. 4 maps. Appendices. Bibliography. Index. (New Naturalist 
Monographs) 

The second volume in this series well upholds the high standard of its predecessor, 


Ernest Neal’s book on The Badger. It not only gives a complete and most interesting 
account of the life of its subject, the Yellow Wagtail (Motacilla flava), but also includes 
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many notes on other species. The account of the Continental and other races and allied 
species of the bird brings the book into perspective with other European work, and 
extends, in fact, across the whole of Europe and Asia; this section is well reinforced in 
the admirable bibliography. The whole book is well written and excellently produced, 
and contains much of general interest to every ornithologist, while never being too 
technical for the normal reader. Perhaps the most significant point is, however, that 
the author is an amateur, a feature which emphasizes once again the tremendous 
revival in the study of natural history. This is indeed a field in which the amateur 
observer can still add greatly to the work of his professional colleagues. (598.81) 


USEFUL ARTS AND APPLIED SCIENCE 
Patents 
PATENTS FOR INVENTIONS and the registration of industrial design. 
A. Blanco White. Stevens & Sons, 45s. sR8. 440 pages. Tables. Index. 

PATENTS AND REGISTERED DESIGNS. T. A. Blanco White. 2nd edition. 

Stevens & Sons, 4s. sC8. 100 pages. Index. Paper bound. (“This is the Law’ 

Series) 
The year 1949 saw the consolidation of the English law relating to patents and to 
registered industrial designs and the first of these two works, intended mainly for 
practitioners, is the most recent statement of the law in force and is written round the 
two principal Acts. It deals with the English patent system, the specification, infringe- 
ment, validity, Patent Office practice, the term of a patent, registration of design, 
assignments, licensing of use and legal proceedings. Appendices contain the pr rincipal 
Acts set out at len oth and other ats statutes. A valuable feature is an annotated 
table of statutes, giving an analysis of the 1949 Acts, section by section, showing what 
is new and the corresponding sections of repealed and superseded statutes. An initial 
chapter contains gene ral introductions to the practical and historical background of the 
law. ‘i he book is a welcome addition to the literature on the subject. The smaller work 
is a lucid exposition of the law written for business men, inventors and others not being 
members or students of the legal P rofession. It deals exclusively with the new law and 
should prove a reliable guide to the subject. The author of “both works is a barrister-at- 
law. (608) 


Medicine and Surgery Safety Measures 

RECENT ADVANCES IN THE PHYSIOLOGY OF VISION. Hamilton 
Hartridge. Churchill, 25s. D8. 413 pages. Diagrams. Graphs. Bibliography. 
Index. 

The author of this | 

Council the 


book, who is Director of the Vision Research Unit Medical Research 
— of Ophthalmology, London, and sometime Professor of 
Physiology at St. Bartholomew’s Hospital, London, has surveyed the whole field of 
work in this subject. New techniq ues in the study of the eye, among them the micro- 
electrode meth« = i retinal direction effect method, and the X- -ray method, have 
already added much to existing knowledge. This is presented with a desc ription of the 
older work, with some suggestions for future research, in eight chapters, under the 
headings of some basic properties of vision; perception of shape and size; investiga- 
tions of retinal function; perception of colour; some theories of vision; some properties 
of the structures of the eye; and the appreciation of light and colour. The text is well 


produced, with many diagrams and an extensive bibliography. (612.84) 
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THE INDUSTRIAL SAFETY MANUAL AND DIRECTORY, 1950. Edited 
by J. Vernon Bosly. Practical Press, 25s. C4. 206 pages. Illustrations. 
Diagrams. Bibliography. 

This book has been divided into two parts. Part 1 contains authoritative surveys of the 

latest developments in accident prevention, protection of workers, safety organiza- 

tion (including a directory of safety organizations), and statutory requirements, and 
concludes with a list of safety periodicals and a bibliography which includes official 
and other publications which have a bearing on industrial safety. Part 2 is a classified 
directory of safety equipment and British manufacturers and suppliers. Although the 
book relates chiefly to the United Kingdom, the articles have a wider application. 
This directory is a new venture which deserves every encouragement. An index to 
the articles would be an improvement in any future editions. (614.8) 


REPORT OF THE WORKING PARTY ON FIRE PREVENTION AND FIRE 
FIGHTING IN SHIPS IN PORT. Ministry of Transport. H.M. Stationery 
Office, od. sR8. 28 pages. 7 tables. Appendices. Paper bound. 

A small working party was formed ‘to consider and make recommendations for cir- 

culation to all interests concerned on the fire-prevention and fire-fighting arrangements 

to be observed i in connection with ships in dock and harbour areas and in shipbuilding 
and repair yards’. The Report deals with causes of fires, preventive and first-aid fire- 
fighting measures, responsibility, precautions against capsizing in dock, shore water 
supplies, and standardization of hydrants and couplings and supply of adaptors. 

Appendices contain a statement by the Home Office on shore water supplies, and 

statistical data supplied by the Department of Scientific and Industrial Research and 

Fire Offices Committee Joint Fire Research Organization. (614.84) 


tHE SULPHONAMIDES. F, Hawking and J. Stewart Lawrence. H. K. Lewis, 
42s. sR8. 396 pages. Graphs. T Tables. Bibliogr: raphy. Index. 
It is fourteen years since the introduction of Fuilethemaatden! in medicine and five years 
since any new practical development has occurred. In this book the authors, who 
work respectively at the National Institute for Medical Research, London, and thx 
Walkden Clinic, Manchester, have presented a clear and well-written review of the 
subject. The chemistry, mode of action and pharmacological properties of the sulphona- 
mides have been expounded as a necessary preliminary to the practical application of 
the substances in clinical medicine. The lesser-known compounds are described, but 
greater detail is given to those now in common use. The text is based on both British 
and Continental literature, and there is an extensive bibliography of over 1,300 
references. (615.222 ) 
GREEN'S MANUAL OF PATHOLOGY. Revised by H. W..C. Vines. 17th 
edition. Baillitre, Tindall & Cox, 42s. M8. 1,208 pages. Illustrations. 12 
colour plates. Index. 
Green's Manual again appears, revised and brought thoroughly up to date by the 
Professor of Pathology in the University of London, with twenty new illustrations, 
old ones replaced anc i several new colour ol: ites. As in earlier editions of this readable 
text-book, the first part gives the principles of general pathology, and the second deals 
with systematic pathology in relation to clinic: il med ine. The student will find in this 
edition of the manual a useful and reliable guide for the qualifying examinations and a 
most attractive production. (616.02) 
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OPERATIVE SURGERY. Edited by A. Miles and Sir James Learmonth. 3rd 
edition. Ox on University Press, 30s. D8. 569 pages. Illustrations. Diagrams. 
Index. (Oxford Medical Publications) 

The Consulting Surgeon at the Royal Infirmary, Edinburgh, and the Regius Professor 

of Clinical Surgery in the University of Edinburgh, have edited the third edition of this 

book bearing in mind the requirements of senior students and of young graduates who 
are engaged in surgical work in hospital. The operations described have been contri- 
bud by twenty-four surgical specialists who represent the present-day practice of the 

Edinburgh school. In this edition the chay pters on the Choice of Anaesthetic, on the 

lechnique of Abdominal Surgery and on Amput: ation have been rewritten and 

amplified. But as the editors considered that the diagnostic and operative technique 
aad in a neuro-surgical clinic would be beyond the needs of the general surgeon, 

a chapter on this subject has not been included. (617.9) 


COMBINED TEXTBOOK OF OBSTETRICS AND GYNAECOLOGY FOR 
STUDENTS AND PRACTITIONERS. sth edition. Edited by Dugald Baird. 
Livingstone (Edinburgh), 70s. R8. 1,423 pages. $94 illustrations (30 in colour). 
Appendix. Index. 

Che latest edition of this book, which appears four years after the fourth, is edited by 

the Regius Professor of Midwifery in the University of Aberdeen and Gynaecologist 

at the Aberdeen Royal Infirmary. In it, fifteen obstetricians and gynaecologists have 
contributed chapters on their own specialities and these are grouped into six parts. The 
first three parts deal with the normal aspect of the subject and special attention has 
been devoted to the chz apter on the physiology of pregnancy. The South part discusses 
at great length the pathology of pregnancy and in this edition new chapters on still- 
births and infant mortality are added. Gynaecology and gynaecological operations are 
the tithes of Parts V and V [, and in the former part a new chapter deals with the psycho- 

logical factors in both obstetrics and gynaecology. The book is well produced. (618.02) 

Veterinary Medicine 

ANIMAL DISEASES IN SOUTH AFRICA. M. W. Henning. 2nd edition. 
Central News Agency (Johannesburg, South Africa), 65s. R8. 879 pages. 
123 illustrations. Index. 

Che writer, who is Professor of Veterinary Science in the University of Pretoria, has 

completely revised this standard work, origin: 


ly published in 1932. A chapter on 
poisonous plants has been omitted, and the scope of the work has been restricted to 
infectious diseases of farm animals in South Africa. While many of the diseases de- 
scribed are of universal incidence, special attention heen been paid to those peculiar to 
Southern Africa. There are many references to technical literature and a large number 
of illustrations. (619) 
Engineering 
THE MEASUREMENT OF THE COEFFICIENT OF INTERNAL FRICTION 
OF SOLID RODS BY A RESONANCE METHOD. W. Lethersich and 
H. Pelzer. British Electrical and Allied Industries Research Association, 6s. sD 4. 
7 pages. Diagrams. Paper bound. (Technical Report Series—L/ 'T213) 
[his report gives a theory which relates the amplitude of vibration to frequency for a 
rod subjected to alternating mechanical stress, and a physical basis of the fundamental 
equations is discussed. The relation between longitudinal and tangential viscosity is 
oF 165 








deduced and an expression is derived enabling the volume viscosity to be determined 
when the latter exists. (620.1124) 


IMPACT TESTING: CRITICAL RESUME. William Lethersich. British 
Electrical and Allied Industries Research Association, 15s. sD 4. 30 pages. Illus- 
trations. Tables. Diagrams. Bibliography. (Technical Report Series— 
L/T186) 

This report reviews the literature on impact testing with a view to assisting progress 

in devising a proof test for plastic materials similar to that which has been produced for 

steel. Recommendations are made for further research and a bibliography of 230 

references is given. (620.1125) 


ELEMENTARY ENGINEERING DESIGN. H. A. Morgan. Macdonald, 15s. D8. 
164 pages. 85 figures. 12 folded design sheets. 10 appendices. 
No text-book will ever take the place of experience, but this one should give a good 
start to the student of machine design. The illustrations are to be highly recommended. 
(621.004) 
THE PRACTICAL ELECTRICAL REFERENCE BOOK. A Compact Sum- 
mary of Information for Electrical Engineers and Students. Technical 
Advisors: E. Jacobi and W. N. S. Bevan. Odhams Press, 9s.6d. sD8. 
384 pages. Frontispiece. Illustrations. Tables. Diagrams. 
Some 500 circuit-diagrams and sketches, 150 data tables and concise summaries of 
current practice and theory provide an effective reference work on all branches of 
light and heavy current engineering. The 36 sections cover in order—electrical for- 
mulae and use of conductors; energy sources, distribution and conversion; control; 
general applications; thermionics and electronics; specialized and industrial applica- 
tions; standards and regulations. (621.3) 


ELECTRIC WIRING (DOMeEsTIC). A Practical Work for Installation 
Engineers, Contractors and Electric Wiremen. General Editor: E. Molloy. 
4th (revised) edition. George Newnes, 7s.6d. C8. 248 pages. 180 figures. 

+ . . - . , . . 4 
Tables. Index. (Newnes ‘Electrical Engineer’ Series) 
This new edition covers all post-war developments in domestic electric wiring practice 
and gives up-to-date information regarding (British) available equipment. The 
methods of installation are well described, and the merits of various wiring systems in 
general use, such as the conduit, lead-covered, and T.R.S. (tough rubber-sheathed) 
systems, and the new systems introduced—non-metallic conduit, mineral insulated 
copper-covered and metal braid systems—are considered in a special chapter. There 
are chapters on efficient earthing and the testing of installations. Circuits and equip- 
ment are illustrated in practical photographs and diagrams. (621.328) 


AERIALS FOR CENTIMETRE WAVE-LENGTHS. D. W. Fry and F. K. 
Goward. Cambridge University Press, 18s. D8. 172 pages. Diagrams. Biblio- 
graphy. Index. (Modern Radio Technique Series) 

This series of monographs on Modern Radio Technique has proved a valuable collec- 

tion; the present volume is no exception. The authors have had experience in the de- 

sign of this type of aerial at the Telecommiunications Research Establishment of the 

Ministry of Supply, and they explain the principles very clearly, restricting the use of 
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mathematics to ‘a minimum necessary for an understanding of the subject’. The book 
deals almost entirely with scanning aerials, with the exception of a small section at the 
end, and several references are made to the companion volume on Aerials for Metre and 
Decimetre Wavelengths by R. A. Smith; the student will probably need both books. The 
bibliography given is dan te, but it is inevitable that in this subject there must be 
much mate il of a secret nature to which the authors will have had access but which 
they cannot pat (621.384135) 


DIESEL MAINTENANCE. T. H. Parkinson. Edited by D. H. Smith. 3rd 
edition. Iliffe, 7s.6d. sC8. 243 pages. Photographs. Diagrams. Index. 
The Motor Vehicle Engineer of Leeds City Transport, whose experience dates from 
the earliest days of diesel engines, has addressed this book to those responsible for the 
maintenance of diesel-engined vehicles. After a chapter on the history of transport 
diesel the problems of maintenance are dealt with, both in detail for the use of the 
actual mechanic and generally for the guidance of the manager who has to organize 
and to provide the repair equipment, commercially bought or home made. First 
published in 1942, for civil and commercial use, this third edition has been brought up 
to date, especially as regards recent developments in injection equipment. System in 
repairs is insisted on and much detailed advice given for dealing with all commercial 
types of engine. (621.436) 


PATTERN-MAKING FOR ENGINEERS. A Practical Treatise with an Appen- 
dix of Tables for Reference. J. G. Horner. 8th edition, enlarged by Philip 
Gates. Technical Press, 18s. sD8. 390 pages. 16 plates. Index. 


This is a comprehensive handbook giving practical instructions for making patterns of 


all kinds. Special attention is given to the use of modern woodworking machinery in 
the pattern shop and its value as a time saver is emphasized. The plates included in this 
edition illustrate modern machines. (621.725) 


THE USE OF DERRICK CRANES. Ministry of Labour and National Service: 
Factory Department. Reprint. H.M. Stationery Office, 6d. sR8. 24 pages. 
13 fig s. Ap} pendix. Paper bound. (Safety Pamphlet No. 15, 3rd edition) 

This pamy oh t (firs t pub lished in 1949) deals with the use, misuse, and maintenance of 

Scotch and Guy derricl k cranes in particular, but many of the points dealt with are 

appropri: ite to other type ; of jib crane. It stresses the fact that inv estigations of crane 
accidents over a number of years have shown that many fatal and other serious accidents 
could have been prevented by the observance of reasonable precautions, and recom- 

mends periodic examination and « other steps be taken in the interests of safety. (621.872) 


Naval Architecture 


BRITISH FISHING-BOATS AND COASTAL CRAFT. Part I. HISTORICAL 
suRVEY. E. W. White for the Ministry of Education: Science Museum. 
H.M. Sti a ery Office, 2s. SR8. $4 pages. 22 plates. Map. Bibliographical 
references. Inde X. Paper r bound. 


The (London) Science Museum’s collection of Fishing-Boats and other types of 


Sn wall Craft (which forms part of the larger collection of Ship-Models) has a special 
value in that it shows that in some ‘Parts of the world ancient usages still remain the 
common practice—for example, the means by which Eliz sbethan seamen hoisted 
their yards is exemplified in the dhows of the Arabian Sea, and the construction of the 


467 








Elizabethan quarter-galleries finds a parallel in the junks of northern China. This 
handbook is based on the 1937 edition of British Fishing and Coastal Craft and is in two 
parts of which the second will serve as a Descriptive Catalogue of the related Collec- 
tions. Part I deals with the history of the subject. After a general survey of these craft 
from primitive times onwards, including both deep-sea and inshore vessels, the author 
proceeds to descriptions of the various types peculiar to specific regions—the east 
coast of England, the Thames and its estuary, the south and west coasts of England 
including the Isle of Man, Scotland and Ireland. (623.822) 


Aeronautics 
AERONAUTICS: HEAVIER-THAN-AIR AIRCRAFT. A Brief Outline of the 
History and Development of Mechanical Flight with Reference to the 
National Acronautical Collection. Part I. HISTORICAL SURVEY. M. J. B. 
Davy for the Ministry of Education: Science Museum. H.M. Stationery 
Office, 2s.6d. sR8. 76 pages. 18 plates. Bibliography. Index. Paper bound. 
A revision of the Science Museum’s Handbook of the Collections illustrating Aeronautics, 
I. Heavier-than-air Aircraft (1935), which is now issued in two parts. This publication, 
Part I, is intended to serve as an introduction to the study of the history and develop- 
ment of aeronautics (heavicr-than-air aircraft) with special reference to that section of 
the National Aeronautical Collection at the Science Museum, London, which has 
been formed to illustrate this branch of technology. The aim is to indicate the most 
important stages in the evolution of mechanical flight by providing a brief account of 
the early speculations and experimental work which led to the invention of the 
aeroplane and its subsequent development. An endeavour has been made to include in 
this outline of the history all outstanding events which influenced development. Part II 
of the publication consists of a Catalogue of the Exhibits with Descriptive Notes. 
(629.1309) 
Motor Vehicles 
MOTOR CARS TODAY. John Harrison. Revised edition. Oxford University 
Press, 78.6d. D8. 208 pages. Plates. Diagrams. Index. (The Pageant of 
Progress Series) 
A comprehensive but necessarily brief survey of the technical background and develop- 
ment of the motor vehicle. The author has written on this subject for many years and 
his grasp of the essentials enables him, in a very limited space, to condense his informa- 
tion most effectively. Interesting to the novice, the book should provoke any keen 
apprentice or young person into deeper study. Many a trained engineer will find it a 
sound refresher course. (629.2) 


‘THE MOTOR’ YEAR BOOK, 1950. Compiled by Laurence Pomeroy and 
Rodney Walkerley. Temple Press, 12s.6d. C4. 238 pages. Illustrations. 
Diagrams. Tables. 

This is the second issue of an annual which was introduced as an experiment in 1949 

and it keeps to the same format. Several chapters have been expanded and some new 

chapters added, including one on a technical analysis of post-war Formula I racing 
cars. The year book is principally intended to present, in pictures as well as in tables 
and records, the more prominent developments of the year in the motoring world in 
general. The editors are respectively technical editor and sports editor of The Motor. 

(629.2058) 
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Agriculture 

AGRICULTURE: THE SCIENCE AND PRACTICE OF BRITISH FARMING. 
Ji umes A. S. Watson and James A. More. oth edition, revised and enlarged 
by James A. S. Watson and Wattie J. West. Oliver & Boyd, 26s. M8. 955 
pages. 68 plates. 43 figures. Tables. Appendix. Index. 

[he appearance of a new edition of this great book, aptly referred to as ‘the farmer’s 

Bible’, is an event among agriculturists in every part of the world. It is indeed the 

classical work on its subject and thus, to some extent, affects farming in almost every 

country, since it is in Britain that so much of farming science has been evolved. Sir 

J. A. Scott Watson has brought to this new edition, produced with the help of W. J. 

West (since Mr. More has died since the last edition appeared), a mass of new know-se 

ledge oe not so much from the practices of the war years as from the work done 


since that period. The chapters on farm implements, machinery and : uirying equip- 
ment have in west ular seen exte mais revision, while Section IV of the book, which 
deals with Farm Organization and Management, has been brought up to date on the 
basis of 1948-9 prices and wage rates, which, it is hoped, will prove at least a stable 
foundation for future calculations. No matter in what aspect of farming the reader is 
interested, this book provides the answer to his questions, and the aj ppro »bation with 
which its reappearance has been received in technical agricultural cincles is unanimous. 
Of few — indeed can it be so surely said, that no ) library dealing with agricultural 
topics, unless deliberately limited to tropical regions, can be considered complete 
without it. (630) 


HEDGES for Farm and Garden. J. L. Beddall. Faber & Faber, 25s. D8. 360 
pages. 83 illustrations. 36 diagrams in text. Glossary. Index. 
Hedges have long been one of the most characteristic features of the English country- 
side, but they have been little written about. In this fascinating book, hed ges of g: ardens 
s well as of the fields, stone and turf hedge-banks and fences are all described. It is in 
fact an amazingly complete work, for everything, from the ‘History of Hedges’ to 
their creation, care and maintenance, is dealt with in great detail. Three separate 
sections deal with hedges for the farm, the garden, and for parks and roadsides, and 
every aspect of cach subject is discussed. The book is full of valuable advice and 
information for expert and amateur alike. The illustrations cover the widest possible 
range, good photographs being supplemented with valuable diagrams, and there are 
a long list of suitable shrubs “aud trees, classified according to usefulness, a good 
glossary and an excellent index. This is indeed a unique and valuable addition to the 
literature of farm and garden. (631.27) 
THE STUDENTS HANDBOOK TO FARMING IMPLEMENTS AND 
MACHINERY. G. H. Purvis. Lit tlebury (Worces ter), 12s.6d. D8. 140 pages 
77 drawings. Index. 
This new addition to a well-known instructional series will be of considerable value 
in many countries outside > the British Isles, chiefly on account of the very simple.and 
clear drawings with which it is illustrated. These show not only many implements in 
whole and in part but, also, sectioned views of much complicated equipment and 
working diagrams of m any machines. The first chapter is introductory and deals with 
general principles of mechanization, while the last gives an account of methods of 
ain wind, water, and electrical power. In between, all the normal types of farm 
machinery are ; grouped i in chapters under their uses—for tillage, cultivation, harvest- 
ing, food preparation, etc. This arrangement makes for rapid icference and ease of 
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reading on the part of the student, but the book will find a much wider public than 
its title implies, especially among farmers who are beginning to study mechanization 
as it affects the medium-sized holding. (631.3) 
FOOD, SOIL AND CIVILIZATION. Chosen and arranged by E. A. South- 
well. Longmans, Green (Melbourne, Australia), 12s.6d. D8. 175 pages. 
This anthology has for its theme the soil, its treatment and its importance to mankind. 
Selections have been brought together from a wide variety of works, British, American 
and Australian, in an effort to bring home to the millions of Australians who live in 
cities and towns that a key problem of their community, as of other countries, is to put 
to the best use the land and its products. Whilst much of the material refers specifically 
‘to Australian conditions, it nevertheless contains, at least in respect of the world food 
situation, a lesson and warning of broader significance, a general plea to live within 
the natural order and cease from the plunder and ‘conquest’ of nature. (631.4) 
ASPARAGUS. 3rd edition. Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries. H.M. 
Stationery Office, 1s.6d. sR8. 34 pages. 29 plates. 3 drawings. Appendix. 
Paper bound. (Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries Bulletin No. 60) 
The third edition of this pamphlet (first published i in 1932) has been brought complete- 
ly up to date; it deals with varieties of asparagus, soils and manures, raising plants, 
methods of asparagus culture, harvesting, forced asparagus, storage, and pests and 
diseases. An appendix gives the local practices in various English counties. (635.31) 
Perennials Flower Decoration 
HARDY PERENNIALS. A. J. Macself. Collingridge, 18s. sR8. 304 pages. 
Frontispiece and 94 illustrations. Index of synonymous genera. 


Hardy perennials are, to quote Mr. Macself’s first chapter heading, ‘the mainstay of 


flower gardens’, and for this reason his book will be welcomed wherever flower 
ge ardening i is practised. For, while it is based on experience gained in Britain, many of 
the species described are found in gardens in every other part of the world in which 
they can be made to grow, and a great majority, of course, originated in other lands. 
After two short introductory chapters, the author describes cultivation and propaga- 
tion, and exhibiting these plants, and then, in the main body of the book, deals with the 
species themselves, arranged alphabetically under genera. This section is well illus- 
trated with photographs of many favourite flowers. There is a short index of synony- 
mous genera, which should be useful especially to overseas readers. (63 §-93 2) 
FUN WITH FLOWERS. Julia Clements. My Garden and C. Arthur Pearson, 
21s. C4. 144 pages. 115 photographs. Appendix. 
The need for colour in the home can be happily and freely expressed in the choice and 
arrangement of flowers and in this book the author, who is an expert on flower 
decoration, shows how to become proficient in the art. Most of the 115 photographs 
that make up the bulk of the book are studies of original flower arrangements made by 
the author. The photographs are divided into sections devoted to mass arrangements, 
line designs, one kind of flower, ideas from the country, table designs, designs for 
special places, for Christmas and for show, making the most of a few, and miscella- 


neous arrangements, cach photograph being accompanied by a full description of 


how the arrangement was planned and executed and each section preceded by a page 
of practical advice. There are photographic lessons showing exactly how a design i is 
built up and the show section contrasts prize-winning arrangements in Britain and 
America. The author’s introduction gives the basic principles of the art of flower 
arrangement and advice on the two most popular styles—mass display and line 
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designs—and on competing in flower shows. This is followed by information on con- 
tainers and on holders and equipment illustrated by photographs. Charming to look 
at, this book will stimulate the interest of all who like to see flowers about the house. 
(635.9663) 
Sheep 
GOOD SHEEP FARMING.N.L. Tinley. English Universities Press, 4s.6d. C8. 
183 pages. 16 illustrations. Appendix. Glossary and index. (Teach Yourself 
Farming) 
[his book is a concise, well-presented introduction to its subject by one who has had 
many years’ experience, mainly at Wye College (University of London) and else- 
where in Kent but also in connection with the Bradford wool trade. The wool side of 
the subject thus receives a gre: ater amount of attention than is usual in so small a book. 


Che chapter on the breeds of sheep is well laid out, giving tabulated details of each 


breed, and wisely inclu jing the better known cross breeds which are now of great 
pan .. Husbandry is largely dealt with is cere. “The Shee 
importance. Husb nary is! reiy dca wit h in two chapte 1¢ 1¢ P Year’ and 
‘Systems of Sheep Farming’, w hile future prospects, feedin g cial diseases are among 
other aspects h avin g¢ chapters to thems: ives. A brief appendix deals with disease control 
measures and the index is usefully combined with a glossary. (636.3) 
Beekeeping 

BEE-"ives. C. G. Butler for the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries. 


H.M. Stationery "Off , 9d. sR8. 20 pages. 4 plates. 3 figures. 3 tables. Paper 
bound. (Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries Bulletin No. 144) 
Chis bulletin, an entirely new contribution to the Ministry’s series on beekeeping, is 
intended to provide an authoritative and up-to-date account of the types and qualities 
of bechive at present available in the British Isles. After a short general introduction, it 
deal als w ith fixed-comb versus movable-comb hives; the bx o-t ace, its discovery and 
fundamental importance in hive design; double-walled or single o-wellled | hives?; hive 


Sead ms; some hives in general use; and the spacing of Sere (638.1119) 

Care of Children 

THE NURSERY AGE. A Textbook for Nursery Nurses and Mothers of 
Young Children. Helen M. Cousens. Foreword by Dr. Doyne Bell. Faber 


& Faber, 10s.6d. 1C8. 280 pages. 12 photographs. 2 appendices. Index. 
Primarily a text-book covering the syllabus of subjects required for the Certificate of 
the National Nursery | xaminz tion Board of the Royal Sanitary Institute, this book 


will be a 





useful guide for the mothers of children up to the age of five years. It gives 
clear information on bane care in health and sickness, and their early training in the 
home and in the nur ery s hool. (649.1) 


Printing 
HOW TO PLAN PRINT. John Charles Tarr. 2nd edition, revised. Crosby 


Lockwood, 12s.6d. D8. 186 pages. Many figures and illustrations in the text. 
Bibliography. Index 
A useful book for the student and professional wishing to master the technique of 
"vat typo: sraphic printing surfaces into effective forms. The 
author describes the processes of composing type, the history of type-faces (the form of 
printed letters), their arrangement on the printed page and the problems of lay-out. 


His approach is thorou ighly practical but provides at the same time a visual training 


in distinguishing good and bad distribution of type display whether in books, 


arranging type and ot 
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book-jackets, posters or advertisements. Mr. Tarr is a member of the typographic 
technical staff of the Monotype Corporation Ltd., and has lately been Chief Instructor 
in Typography at the Twickenham Technical Institute. (655.25) 
Accounts 
THE MEASUREMENT OF PROFIT. F, Sewell Bray. Oxford University Press, 
10s.6d. D8. 88 pages. 
The principal concern of this book is with the present position of accounting thought 
with regard to the measurement of profit, and with suggested modifications of 
technical procedures; but the subject is viewed from the standpoint of the economist as 
well as of the accountant. The anes, wh 10 is Senior Nuffield Research Fellow in the 
Department of Applied Economics of the University of Cambridge, served on an 
advisory sub-committee of accountants and economists connected with the Institute 
of Chartered Accountants in England and Wales and the National Institute of Econo- 
mic and Social Research, and he has based this study partly upon the work of that 
committee. (657) 
Chemic Technology 
COAL: PRODUCTION, DISTRIBUTION, UTILISATION. Coal Industry 
Society and Institute of Fuel. Edited by P. C. Pope. Chapman & Hall, 
2s.6d. sR8. 248 pages. Illustrations. Maps. Tables. Diagrams. Biblio- 
graphies. Index. 
This concise survey of the British Coal Industry is unique in its field. It has been Pro- 
duced by the ¢ Yoal Industry Society and the Institute of Fuel in collaboration with the 
Fucl Research Station at Greenwich, and is a successor to an earlier work, published in 
1931, entitled The Preparation, Selection and Distribution of Coal. The inc seas is surveyed 
from the geology and mining of coal, through the preparation cat distribution, to its 
uses in all aspects. Each chapter is written by an expert and the editor is an Honorary 
Member of the Institute of Fuel. —" 
BARREL AND BOOK. A Winemaker’s Diary. Walter James. Georgian Hot 
(Melbourne, Australia), 15s. 109 pages. Decorations by Harold > oe ay 
An excellent example of first-class typography, this book, printed on fine quality 
paper, is as pleasant to handle as it is to read. An adherent of the philosophy that good 
living i is necessary to make life good, the author sets down his meditations upon wines, 
both Australian and foreign, upon the chances attending their making and t upon other 
things appertaining to wines and those who consume them, in a manner entertaining a 
well as instructive. (663.2) ) 


DYEING WITH COAL-TAR DYESTUFFS. The Principles Involved and the 
Methods Employed. C. M. Whittaker and C. C. Wilcock. sth edition. 
Baillicre, Tindall & Cox, 21s. D8. 384 pages. Plates. Tables. Diagrams. 
Bibliography. Indexes. 

In this edition the material has been completely rearranged, and the preparation and 

dyeing of fibres are dealt with in separate chapters. The various types of coal-tar dyes 

and their properties are discussed in a chapter following a brief historical survey of 
developments and trends. This is followed by one on the textile fibres, two new ch: ip- 

: rs on water and on theories of dy yeing, and one on dyeing machinery. Six chapters 

lealing with the dvcing of the different classes of fibre are followed by one on dycin g 

tien matcrials, one on textile met products and another on the evaluation of 

dyes and their identification in the fibre. (667.2 




















Metallurgy 

EQUILIBRIUM DATA FOR TIN ALLOYS. Tin Research Institute (Greenford), 
2s.6d. sK8. 60 pages. Diagrams. Bibliography. Paper bound. 

[his booklet provides up-to-date equilibrium diagrams of thirty-five tin-containing 

bin: ry alloy systems. Special efforts have been made to give all the necessary details as 
learly as p ossible and in ma any cases explanatory notes are appended, as well as a list 

of references with each di gram. In addition there is a bibliography of publications on 

all ternary tin alloy systems so far investigated, thirty-six in all. Metallurgists will be 

grateful to have this essential information set out so cle: arly and convenic ntly. (669.6) 

Manufactures 

RESISTANCE WELDING IN MASS PRODUCTION. A. J. Hipperson and 

Watson. Iliffe for ‘Welding’, 21s. D8. 278 pages. 228 illustrations. 

Diagrams. Tables. Bibliography. Index. 

n this book by authors with much practical experience, the basic principles underlying 

pot, seam, Di. agpene flash and butt welding, and hot riveting are explained together 


with the scientific application of each process to mass production. The concluding 


sections de al with: control equipment for resistance welding; recommended machine 
settings; testing and inspection of welded joints; and costs. There is an excellent index. 
(671.5215) 

INTRODUCING Woop. Facts for All Who Handle It. Harold T. Eyres. 
Pitman, 18s. D8. 260 pages. $3 illustrations. Tables and formulae. Biblio- 


] \ ¥ 
graphy. fA ppendices. index. 


his publication provides useful information in a compact form, and much of its 
subject matter is not elsewhere obtainable without much research. Its chief usefulness 
would app¢ » be as a reference book for those who wish to study the many prob- 
lems of the. tit 4 r trade written in a popular style but could be described as 

suitable text-book of inters ‘chnical standard. The width of its ere can 





be gathered from such : lings as: Outstanding Features of Wood; Mechani- 
cal Properties; Sources of Supply; Plywood; Preservation; Grading; Messubrmnent 
and Calculation; Conversion; Some Principal Timbers of Commerce, etc. (674) 
( ARTER’'S FLAX, HEMP AND JUTE YEARBOOK AND DIRECTORY, 
1949. H. R. Carter (Belfast), 25s. D4. 100 pages. Illustrations. 
1 


[his annual has been r and extended. In particular, the directory section has 








been greatly enlarged. A general review is given of flax, hemp and jute growing and 
processes. The directory section contains an alphabetical list of firms in the flax, hemp, 
jute anc lag istries in Great Britain; a classified list of firms in those industries; 
in alphabetical and classified list of firms in the linen and allied industries in Ireland: 
and a list of the principal linen, hemp and jute firms in other parts of the world. 


(677.11058) 
Building Heating and Ventilation 
EXPERIMENTAL BUILDING SCIENCE. Vol. 2, Part 1: MECHANICS OF 
STRUCTURES. J. Leask Manson and Francis E. Drury. 2nd edition. Cam- 
bridge University Press, 128.6d. D8. 298 pages. 214 figures. Tables. Appen- 
dices. Index. 
rhe present volume is an elementary text-book revised to include a summary of 
contemporary structural theory and i 


ite annlicatic ¢ he d y id ; ¢ 
Bf ication to the Gesign and erection of 
building F 


s edition, revised from the original work of 1929, is beir: g issued in two 














parts, of which Part Two will be Design of Structural Units. The subject is treated by 
giving the principles, followed by examples and test questions. The emphasis is, how- 
ever, always on the practical problems of building design. The work is well indexed. 
(690) 
REPORT OF THE BUILDING RESEARCH BOARD, WITH THE REPORT 
OF THE DIRECTOR OF BUILDING RESEARCH, FOR THE YEAR 
1948. Department of Scientific and Industrial Research. H.M. Stationery 
Office, 1s.6d. sR8. 60 pages. 8 plates. 3 figures. Bibliography. Appendices. 
Index. Paper bound. 
The report of the Board records a revision of its terms of reference, mainly (1) to 
advise generally on the research to be undertaken by the Building Research Organiza- 
tion of the Department, (2) to submit annually a programme of research and to advise 
on the conduct of approved investigations. The report of the Director deals with 
General Research and Co-operative Investigations, covering materials, building con- 
struction, design and performance of structures, soil mechanics, efficiency of buildings, 
fire resistance research, and colonial housing and building research; the Inter-depart- 
mental Examination Panel on House Construction and the Post-war Study Com- 
mittees; Enquiries and Special Investigations; Codes of Practice and British Standards; 
lonorary Observer Scheme; Library, Publications, Lectures, Exhibitions and Films; 
Visitors to the Station. An appendix gives a list of Reports, etc., published during 1948. 
(690.72) 
NEW METHODS OF HOUSE CONSTRUCTION. Second Report. Ministry 
of Works. H.M. Stationery Office, od. sR8. 26 pages. 2 figures. 2 tables. 
Appendices. Paper bound. (N National Building Studies: Special Report No. 10) 
This re port is a arg to Special Report No. 4 New Methods of House Construction 
(noticed in British Book News, April 1949), which described the methods deve- 
loped by the Ministry of Works to find out whether it would be possible to economize 
in manpower and scarce materials by using new methods of construction. In the present 
report four more systems, developed mainly during 1947-8, are examined and com- 
pared with those previously dealt with, and it is confirmed that important economies 
in manpower, in some cases substantial, can be made by the use of the new methods 
of construction. It has not been possi ible, however, to reach a final conclusion as to the 
level of costs for the houses when in normal production. (690.72) 


INVESTIGATIONS ON BUILDING FIRES. Part I. THE ESTIMATION OF 
THE MAXIMUM TEMPERATURE ATTAINED IN BUILDING FIRES 
FROM EXAMINATION OF THE DEBRIS. T. W. Parker and R. W. Nurse. 
Part II. THE VISIBLE CHANGES IN CONCRETE OR MORTAR EX- 
POSED TO HIGH TEMPERATURES. G. E. Bessey. For the Department of 
Scientific and Industrial Research: Building Research Station. H.M. 
Stationery Office, 9d. sR8. 18 pages. 4 plates. 6 figures. 3 tables. References. 
Paper bound. (National Building Studies: Technical Paper No. 4) 

This report is one of a series disclosing the data and conclusions obtained from investi- 

gations by the building Research Station from 1935 to 1947 in which year tl he joint 

Fire Research Organization (Department of Scientific and Industrial Research and 


Fire Offices Committee) took over experimental work on fire. Part I shows the 
1 


possi! ilities (and difficulties) of assessing the maximum te mpceratures attaine d in fires 
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from fused and molten material in the cine With the same object, Part II investi- 


gates the colour changes in concrete, aggregates and mortars which occur at tempera- 
tures of apt seni 300 C., 600 rc. 950°C. and 1,200 a and incidentally 
contains useful information about the behaviour of these materia (693.8) 


HEAT PUMPS AND THERMAL COMPRESSORS. Sodio) John Davies. 
Constable, 9s. 1C8. 126 pages. 39 figures. Tables. Diagrams. Index. 
he book is based on four lectures given by the author at King’s College, London, in 
1949. The first provides a general introduction with considerations of the fundamentals 
of thermal operations and factors relating to heat pumps. The second and third cover 
existing applications employing vapour compressor cycles; gases operating on reversed 
Joule or constant pressure cycles; and their use for air conditioning. The last chapter 
covers piston, turbo and jet compressors; utilization of waste heat from oil-engine 
inst llations; and provides a summary of the present position of heat pumps. Calcu- 
lations and tables employ both British and metric units. (697.4) 


FINE ARTS AND RECREATION 


THE GOTHICK NORTH. A Study of Mediaeval Life, Art, and Thought. 
Sacheverell Sitwell. Lehmann, 12s.6d. D8. 304 pages. 17 plates (coloured 
frontispiece). Notes. Index. (Library of Art and Travel) 

This study of aspects of medieval civilization is an outstanding example of Mr. 

Sacheverell Sitwell’s highly personal and evocative style of writing. As an early work 

by a distinguished writer on art and music this reprint is to be welcomed. Deliberately 

avoiding the approach of the art historian and antiquaris an. Mr. Sitwell interprets his 
subject as a poet, introducing biographical details and characters from the present to 
give greater intensity and contrast to his study of a vanished culture. It is chiefly 
northern art which engages Mr. Sitwell’s attention. His chapters on tapestries and 
miniatures are tours-de-force of descriptive writing, while his understanding of what 
one may call the aesthetic aspects of monasticism is revealed in sensitive prose-poetry 
which expresses an unfamiliar point of view. The last section entitled “The Fair-Haired 
Victory’ is a fascinating study of the persistence of the blonde, northern type as the 
medieval ideal of the king and hero in painting and frescoes. Although containing 
much curious lore and erudition this book is not written for those secking factual 
information or a systematic survey of medieval art; it will appeal rather to those who, 
already possessing some knowledge of medieval culture and art, are willing to surren- 
der themselves to Mr. Sitwell’s exquisite fantasies on medieval themes. As originally 
published in 1929-30 the work was in three volumes; it is now reissued as a single 
volume in the Library of Art and Travel series. (709.401) 


CREATIVE ART IN BRITAIN FROM THE EARLIEST TIMES TO THE 
PRESENT. William Johnstone. 2nd edition, revised. Macmillan, 50s. SuR8. 
322 pages. 213 plates (6 in colour). Appendices. Bibliographies. Index. 

This second, revised edition of 3 1 book first published in 1936 under the title of Creative 
irt in England traces Britain’s ‘capacity for creative art’ through the ages by the com- 

parativ e method. It is not a history of art but an analysis, backed by exciting and 

expertly arranged illustrations, of certain fundamental chemnetsiation such as quality 
of line and the ability to create designs out of natural forms which are of permanent 

validity in British art. The author claims that Britain has produced, especially in the 
prone Anes period and later Middle Ages, works of art as original as those of other 
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countries. In the later chapters he offers constructive criticism of present art teaching 
methods in relation to the basic conditions necessary for reaffirming and developing 
Great Britain’s creative tradition. The text is in expanded note form with biblio- 
graphies and lists of artists at the end of each chapter. The illustrations show significant 
points of contrast between British art and that of other civilizations, including the 
Far East; modern painting receives particular emphasis. A minor defect in an 
otherwise sincere and stimulating study of British art is the failure to give information 


about the location of many of the illustra ted examples, a large proportion of which 


ire in pub lic museums, whose whereabouts can only be laboriously discovered by 
working through the list Sadiiaiele ments. William Johnstone is Principal of the 
Central School of Arts and Crafts, London, where he has introduced pioneer methods 
of art teaching based on a close study of children’s art. 709.42) 
Regional and City Planning 
CAMBRIDGE PLANNING PROPOSALS. A Report to the Town and Country 
Planning Committee of the Cambridgeshire County Council. William 
Holford and H. Myles Wright. 2 vols. Cambridge University Press, 30s. 
sR4. Vol. I: 118 pages. Frontispiece. 24 photographs. Tables. Appendix. 
Index to the 2 vols. Vol. II: 8 pages. 58 pages of maps and drawings. 2 maps, 
drawing in end pocket. 
[his admirably produced report covers the town of Cambridge and neighbouring 
land and villages. A development plan for the county will be the subject of a later 
study. The first volume of the present work comprises chapters on road proposals, 
general development, the university and colleges, developm« nt in the centre and future 


procedure. It contains, too, some excellent photog raphs and a generous provision of 

statistical data in ta hes ind ppenc lix. The second volume holds more th: in fifty maps, 

plans and drawings, many of them in colour and all models of clar  Aachinects 
} 


William Holford, Professor of Tow n Planning in the University of Lo ndon, and 
Henry Myles Wright, the joint authors, believe that ‘iz ncomparably beautiful in many 
things, miscrably defective in man Cambridge is still one of the most ple: sant 
places on earth in which to live’. Few who know the town will quarrel with this 
opinion. All must hope that their remedy for its defects will not be ignored. 
(711.094259) 
REPORT ON THE NEW TOWN PLANNING PROPOSALS REDEVELOP- 
MENT OF CENTRAL AREA, CASTRIES, ST. LUCIA, 1948. Govern- 
ment Printer (Castries, St. Lucia): Crown Agents for the Colonies (London), 
6s.3d. sC4. 31 pages. 2 photographs. 10 plans. 
Castries, the capital of St. Lucia, was devastated by fire in June 1948. Draft proposals 
for town planning and slum clearance had already been adopted in 1946, but the fire 
of 1948 destroye d pa a the entire business and Government centre of the town. 
Chis is the final draft of the revised proposals. (711.097298) 


Landscape Gardening 

AUSTRALIAN GARDENS: THEIR PLANNING AND MAKING. Nerine 
Chisholm. Georgian House (Melbourne, Australia), 21s. sC4. 132 pages. 
16 plates. 15 text figures. Index. 

Written by a professional garden designer of wide experience, this book deals with all 

yspects of garden-making—the siting of buildings, general lay-out, lawns, fences, 
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rockwork, walls, trees, shrubs, flowers, and paths—taking advantage as far as possible 
of the special situation and circumst ances of ¢ ich house. Although ppene with 
Australian conditions in mind the principles discussed will no doubt be found capable 
of a wider application. (712.6) 


FLOWERS TO KNOW AND GROw. Audrey W ynne Hatfield. Castle Press, 
12s.6d. D8. 174 pages. 150 coloured drawings by the author. Index. 
[his is a really charming book of universal appeal. The first small section contains 
short chapters on soils and manures (organic and inorganic), proj pagation, and the 
history of garden flowers, but the greater part consists of descriptions of favourite 
garden flowers, each headed by a very simple line drawing, with one colour, which is 
not only in itself most decorative, but ‘certainly, as the author claims, makeseach fower 
instantly recognizable. These Somers are grouped according to seasons, summer being 


taken first (these four seasonal sections have already been published separately and 
were noted in the March 1950 issue of British Book News); cach description also con- 


tains notes on the history, both natural and social, of the species discussed and on its 
, : : a 
near relatives, with simple tips on cultivation. But it is not only the pleasant writing 


’ 1 ; - 1 , } 1. 
nor cven the aDundant inftormavion Which makes this DC 0k $O Ci harming ry, it is rathe 








the entire « ption, a combination of simplicity and decorative effect, a amas 
= aid thonnetiedlw dclirenn sntiniaed f the drawi whicl ks it re kabl 
type and beautifully delicate reproduction of the drawings, which ranks it remarkably 
1 1 Cc J 1 / \ 
high among recent books for gardeners and flower lovers everywhere. (716.2) 


Architecture 
ROMANESQUE ARCHITECTURE IN ENGLAND. Sir Alfred Clapham. 
Longmans, Green, for The British Council, 2s. \C8. 48 pages. 16 plates. 


2 pl 


ans. Tables of dates. Glossary. Index. _— bound. (The Arts in Britain) 
Sir Alfred Clapham is a leading authority on the Romanesque sty 


le in Europe as a 
whole, and was at one time Secretary to the Roya al Commission on Historical Monu- 
ments, England. He here reviews the more important surviving examples of the 
wchitecture and sculptural decoration of the period between the seventh and twelfth 
centuries. In the section ‘The Age of Heptarchy’ he surveys the impact of Mediter- 
Gaulish influences on Anglo-Saxon art; “Wessex and the Danes’ deals with 
id main period in the early architectural history of England—that between 
nish invasion and the Norman Con yuest; a third section, “Norman and 





n’, discu the Re yn in the practice of the arts occasioned by the 
tion four is devoted to 1 sider tion of Durham Cathedral—an out- 
standing , achik vement of the Anglo Scalia school— and touches on some fine West 


Country churches such as Gloucester Cathedral, Tew kesbury Abbey and Pershore 
Abbey. The essay concludes with a discussion of ‘Full Romanesque and incipient 
' 


Gothic’; thr us hout, the author has indicated the political and ecclesiastical back- 
ground of the architectural scene. (723.42) 


Sculpture 

THE SCULPTURES OF PICASSO. Daniel Henry Kahnweiler. Translated 
from the French by A. D. B. Sylvester. Photographs by Brassai. Rodney 
Phillips, 45s. IR4. 10 pages of text. 218 illustrations. 


1 > . 7 . 7 . 
Che literature on Picasso’s work as a sculptor is almost non-existent compared with the 
numerous writings on his pictures. As the chief exponent, during one phase in his life, 
of the Cubist Style, and as the most versatile artist of his generation, Picasso has domi- 


nated the modern movement in art during the first half of the twentieth century. A 
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volume reproducing many examples of his experiments in plastic form fills a long- 
felt gap. As a sculptor Picasso is startling and sometimes repellent, but his ceaseless 
attempts to solve the problem of volume and his flair for using the most unlikely 
materials such as paper and wire in addition to wood, plaster, bronze and iron, are 
invariably exciting and indicate possible approaches towards a new aesthetic. This 
book, introduced by D. H. Kahnweiler, a noted writer on modern art, is produced by 
Editions du Chéne, Paris, and published in England by Rodney Phillips. (735.4608) 


Pottery 
AN INTRODUCTION TO ENGLISH poTTeERY. Griselda Lewis. Art & 
Technics, 10s.6d. F4. 95 pages. $4 plates. Illustrations in the text. 
A pleasantly produced introductory handbook to English earthenware pottery. Into 
a brief history the author compresses considerable information about techniques, 
types of earth and stoneware, lustre decorated ware, glazes, enamel figures and trans- 
fer printing. Her illustrations are accompanied by well-written captions and should 
make an immediate appeal to the enthusiastic collector or amateur. This is a book well 
suited for those who prefer, whether for financial or aesthetic reasons, to study 
earthenware pottery rather than the costlier and more elaborate varieties. (738.30042) 
Silver-Work 
AN INTRODUCTION TO ENGLISH SILVER. Peter Wilding. Art & Technics, 
10s.6d. F4. 63 pages. 70 plates. Glossary. Bibliography. List of illustrations. 
Index. 
A useful survey of English silver-work written in a lively but informative style (the 
Prologue and Epilogue are in the form of a conversation between author and reader). 
The plates range from the Battersea Shield (now in the British Museum, London) to 
a Bowl and Cover made for the Goldsmiths’ and Silversmiths’ Company in 1949. A 
glossary and bibliography provide much additional information in this first book to be 
written by a collector and connoisseur of silver who is a recognized expert on his 
subject. (739.230042) 
Arts and Crafts 
THE SEQUENCE OF ENGLISH MEDIAEVAL ART. Walter Oakeshott. 
Faber & Faber, 35s. Imp8. 68 pages of text. Coloured frontispiece. 55 plates 
(15 in colour). Map. Diagrams. Notes. 2 appendices. List of Plates. Index. 
A brilliantly conceived and executed survey of English medieval painting describing 
the changing phases in the style of illumination, decoration and miniature paintings 
found in English manuscripts from A.D. 650 to the Renaissance. The author, who is 
Librarian of Winchester College, has already published (1940) a notable study of the 
famous twelfth-century ‘Winchester Bible’; the present work is another important 
book, covering a larger field, which should bring to the notice of a wide public the 
rich heritage of English manuscript decoration. The introductory text, designed for 
the general reader, analyses five phases of medieval art: the Hiberno-Saxon, the 
Anglo-Saxon, the Romanesque, the Early Gothic (associated primarily with the East 
Anglian School) and the late Gothic which anticipates certain Renaissance characteris- 
tics. More specialist information is collected together in two appendices, the first of 
which deals with the highly controversial problem of the extent of Irish influence in 
the manuscripts of the eighth- and ninth-century Northumbrian School. The examina- 
tion of the Book of Durrow (now in Trinity College Library, Dublin) with reference 
to this problem summarizes the recent theories of Masai, Lowe, and other scholars, 


and relates the decorative motifs found in this manuscript with the Anglo-Saxon 
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treasure discovered 


at Sutton Hoo in 1938 and now on exhibition at the British 
Museum, London. Great pains have been taken with the colour plates and the book 
as a whole is admirably edited and produced; the List of Plates is a descriptive cata- 
logue containing further information and illuminating observations. —_ (745.670942) 





AMERICAN GLASS AND GLASSMAKING. Lura Woodside Watkins. Max 
Parrish, 15s. SR8. 104 pages. Coloured frontispiece. $4 illustrations (3 in 
colour). 3 line drawings. List of plates. Bibliography. 


AMERICAN FURNITURE, 1650-1850. Charles Nagel. Max Parrish, 15s. 
sR8. 112 pages. Coloured frontispiece. 68 illustrations (3 in colour). 18 line 
drawings. List of plates. Bibliography. Index. (American Crafts) 

The third and fourth volume in a series of which the first two titles were noted in the 

November 1949 issue of British Book News. Both books are in the form of an illustrated 

history of the development of furniture and glass in America, attractively produced 

and liberally supplied with plates. The furniture volume, by the Director of the 
3rooklyn Museum, New York, emphasizes the debt to English models; in her study 
of American glass Mrs. Lura Watkins, a collector and recognized authority on her 
subject, outlines a fascinating story of a notable American craft from the pioneer glass- 
houses of the New E ngland ‘colonies to the latest innovations of the Steuben Glass Co., 
of Corning, New York. (748.0973) (749.211) 





ENGLISH FURNITURE ILLUSTRATED. A Pictorial Review of English 
Furniture from Chaucer to Queen Victoria. Oliver Brackett. Revised and 
edited by H. Clifford Smith. Benn, 84s. R4. 300 pages. 240 plates. Descrip- 
tion of plates. Index. 

An essential book for the connoisseur, collector, student of furniture design and 

reference librarian. It was first published as An Encyclopedia of English Furniture in 

1927, the author being then Keeper of the Department of Woodwork at the Victoria 

and Albert Museum, London, a post in which he was succeeded by Mr. H. Clifford 

Smith who has revised and edited the present volume. Distinctive features of this new 

edition are the detailed descriptions of each new piece of furniture illustrated, the 

illustrations of the cabinet work made by Willi: um Vile for George III and Queen 

Charlotte and the inclusion of “conversation pieces’, i.e. paintings of social gatherings 

which show furniture in its historical setting. Regency furniture, which has been 

increasingly appreciated and exhibited during the last decade , is fully covered by plates 
of superb examples from the Royal, national and other collections. The five chapters 
of text, several of which contain an Editor’s Note summarizing the latest attributions, 
occupy twenty-five pages being followed by the magnificent series of plates and the 

Catalogue. (749.22) 

Painting 

HISTORY OF MODERN PAINTING FROM BAUDELAIRE TO BONNARD. 
Text by Maurice Raynal. Introduction by Herbert Read. Historical and 
Biographical Notes by Jean Leymarie. Translated from the French by 
Stuart Gilbert. Zwemmer, 84s. IR4. 150 pages. 80 colour plates. 


The first volume of a history of modern painting conceived on a different plan from 
anything hitherto attempted in art publications. The book is built round the colour 
plates which have been selected to give the reader (or rather ‘looker’) the signposts 
for a systematic study of modern painting. Lay-out has been carefully studied so that 


479 











text and plates are closely interrelated, historical and critical data adjoining the relevant 
illustration. Published in England by A. Zwemmer, the leading London bookshop for 
art publications, this book is produced and printed by the firm of Albert Skira, Geneva, 
who have specialized for many years in techniques of colour reproduction and have 
achieved in this first volume of the History of Modern Painting their most ambitious 
project to date. The plates are printed separately from the text and mounted (sub- 
stantially by three corners) in their appropriate position. The text is divided into 
periods from 1850-1900, each section being introduced by a chronological table of 
important events and followed by separately headed essays on individual painters, 
schools, literary movements, etc. Dr. Herbert Re ad, t 1¢ eminent English critic, poet 
and writer on ae sthetics, discusses the * philos ophy 2 mode m paintins 1g, 1ts origins and 
derivations, in a brilliant introductory essay. The rest of the text is by Je an Leymarie, 
Conservateur of the Grenoble Museum, France, and Maurice Raynal, who writes from 
personal knowledge of many of the artists mentioned. With the exception of R. H. 
Wilenski’s Modern Painters this is the only general introduction to modern painting 
available for the student and constitutes a landmark in modern book production. The 
second volume, covering such artists as Matisse, Munch, Rouault and Picasso, will be 
published during the present year. (750.903) 
FLOWERS: THE FLOWER-PIECE IN PAINTING. Hermine van Guldener. 
Translated from the Dutch by Fernand G. Renier and Anne Cliff. 
Longmans, Green, 30s. D4. 35 pages of text. 40 pages of colour plates. List 
of plates. (Subjects in Painting) 
The first volume in this new series traces the historical development of flowers in 
painting from late medieval manuscripts (long-famed for their exquisite floral bor- 
ders), Italian and Flemish primitives, to contemporary works. Forty colour plates give 
an excellent idea of the diiterent methods used to introduce flowers into pictorial com- 
positions. In Renaissance art, flowers had often a symbolic role (as in paintings of the 
Annunciation). The great Dutch masters of the seventeenth century, the Velvet 
Breughel, De Heem, Seghers, Rachel Ruysch and Van Huysum, developed the 
tlower-piece as a subject in its own right. Their set floral arrangements are often 
painted with an almost scientific realism but preserve a brilliant decorative effect by 
the blending of colours, contrasting flower shapes: and the addition of brightly coloured 
insects, butterflies, and even birds’ eggs. With Chardin decorative display was sub- 
ordinated to interest in still-life and the natural qualities of flowers in non-formalized 
settings. This attitude has persisted, for the most part, among impressionist and 
modern painters, some of whom, Van Gogh with his sunflowers and irises for 





example, have studied and exploited floral texture, pattern and colour with brilliant 
results. In an informative, well-balanced introduction, Dr. Van Guldener, Scientific 
Ac lviser to the Rijksmuseum, Amst. dam, traces this development at some length 
with comments on each colour plate and artist represented. She links the flower-piece 
with the general history of painting and successfully demonstrates how much may be 
learnt from a close study of a single subject or motif followed through different 
schools or periods of painting. Further titles in this w ell-planned, admirably produced 
series may be awaited with enthusiasm. (758.42) 
EDWARD HOPPER. Lloyd Goodrich. Penguin Books, 3s.6d. 8} x 7 inches. 
15 pages of text. 32 plates (16 in colour). List of plates. Selected reading 
list. (Penguin Modern Painters) 
The latest title in a well-established series illustrates the work of one of the leading 
realist painters of America. While it may be questioned whether Hopper has attained 
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the status of other painters represented in this series, his portrayal of the American 
1¢ is a valuable pictorial record of contemporary life. It is to be hoped that other 
American painters, in addition to Hopper and Ben Shahn (1947), will now be repre- 


ited in this useful series. (759.1391) 


*hotography 

YE RETOUCHING AND PRINT FINISHING. George L. Wakefield. 3rd 
edition, revised. Fountain Press, 6s. C8. 87 pages. 26 plates. 12 figures in 
text. Appendix. Index. (The Modern Photographer's Library) 


he third edition of a book which has already proved its worth. It examines 


L his is 





; 


thoroughly the possibilities of retouching with dyes, and endeavours to persuade the 
amateur that this is a field which is not outside his range of technique. After making 

¢ point that only Sa e retouching gives any guarantee of invisibility the author goes 

1 to discuss the qualities required in a good dye and to examine to what extent these 
qualities are four nd in dyes now on the market. This section in particular has been 
brought up to date in the new edition. Subsequent chapters deal in detail with the re- 
touching of negatives and prints, and dye work in process engraving. The author next 
tac kles the subject of reproduction by means of the preparation of duplicate negatives, 

»wing that work on both the negative and the intermediate positive allows great 
flexibility of control. A final chapter deals with the vexed question of retouching 





3§ min. negatives, and an appendix discusses density and densitometers. The various 
processes discussed are clarified by numerous pl hotogr: aphs of the ‘before and after use’ 
type, but unfortunately the reproduction of several of these leaves something to be 


desired. (70.2838) 


POSITIONING IN RADIOGRAPHY. K. C. Clark. sth edition. Heinemann, 
4. $27 pages. 1,468 illustrations ail diagrams. Tables. Index. 

[his volume presents in a concise and practical form an atlas which both the student 
ind practising radiographer will find invaluable. The value of one fifth edition has 
been enhanced by the ir ached ion of eighty-four new illustrations, a ‘Guide to Appro- 
priate Positions’ in each of the sections, and a a revised table of exposures. The Birming- 
ham Revision (B.R.) 1933 anatomical terminology has also been Res in this 
edition, but for those unacc asiinad to these terms, annotated radiographs of the 





id 





joints have been added to the earlier sections. (778.33) 

HANDBOOK OI AERIAL MAPPING AND PHOTOGRAMMETRY . Lyle 
G. Trorey. Cambridge University Press, 25s. R8. 178 pages. incisions 
Diagrams. Tables. Bibliography. 

A practical manual giving routines for all stages of map-making from aerial photo- 

s also as a survey of war-time developments in the art, and as an 





graphs, which serve 
appendix to the treatises of Gruber (1932) and Hart (1943). Much of the elaborate 
computation done previously is now carried out by and within the instruments, and 
of these there are many excellent illustrations. The author has been long associated with 
the Canadian Survey, and the nomenclature follows Canadian and American practice. 
Not the least valuable ¥ ature is an appendix giving the complete standard mz 1pping 
procedure of the Royal Canadian E ngineers, from construction of the grid to proof- 
reading. W. W. W Toes spssestions, in Surveying in the University of Cambridge e, 
writes an appreciative foreword. (778.38) 
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Music 
‘THE RADIO TIMES’ MUSIC HANDBOOK. Percy A. Scholes. 4th edition. 
Oxford University Press, 6s. C8. 199 pages. 
As the title implies, this dictionary of musical terms is addressed to the listener to radio 
programmes. First published in 1935, it is a work of recognized importance. The 
terms, fully and simply defined, are classified in sections, which are preceded by a 
general index of all terms in one alphabetical sequence. The pronunciation of many 
words is indicated, and Dr. Scholes gives a “final hint’ to teachers, pointing out the 
sections which contain the fundamental vocabulary of musical terms. (780.3) 


MUSIC 1950. Edited by Ralph Hill. Penguin Books, 1s.6d. sC8. 254 pages. 
Tables. Paper bound. (Pelican Books) 
This publication, to be produced annually, is a successor to the Penguin Music Magazine. 
Its interest is two-fold. First, there are a number of general articles on musical 
subjects, such as The Problem of Modern Opera, Russia and Music, Musical Forms: 
the Concerto, Wagner and a New Generation, and others equally (or less) serious. On 
the other hand there are articles of topical interest covering concerts in London and the 
chief provincial centres during the period January to July 1949, together with music in 
the theatre and broadcasts. New publications of music, books and gramophone 
records for this period are reviewed. There are also general articles on music in 
Toronto and in Australia. This survey is addressed primarily to the ordinary music- 
lover and forms a very useful complement to the British Council’s The Year’s Work 
in Music. (780.5) 


THE STORY OF AN ORCHESTRA. Boyd Neel. Vox Mundi, 10s.6d. sD8. 
133 pages. Frontispiece. 
Dr. Boyd Neel has written a lively account of the history of his orchestra since its 
foundation in 1932. Almost throughout its career the orchestra has never been free 
from financial anxiety, and on some occasions the intervention and assistance of 
generous friends was the only factor that prevented a major disaster. The concert tour 
in Australia and New Zealand of 1947 is, so far, the highlight of this orchestra’s history, 
which from the beginning is a tribute to the enthusiasm and industry of its founder. 
(780.942) 
The Film 
MOVIE PARADE, 1888-1949. A Pictorial Survey of World Cinema. Paul 
Rotha and Roger Manvell. Studio Publications, 30s. M4. 160 pages. 
681 illustrations. Indexes. 
The authors of this book, which was prepared in collaboration with the British Film 
Academy, are both well-known personalities in the film world. Paul Rotha, film pro- 
ducer and director, has written other books, including Celluloid, The Film To-day, 
Documentary Film, and The Film Till Now, and Roger Manvell, Director of the British 
Film Academy, has also written or edited several books on the cinema, including the 
Pelican Book Film, Experiment in the Film and the National Cinema Series. An earlier 
version of the present work was first published in 1936. It has now been brought up 
to date and many of the photographs in the original edition have been replaced by 
more representative ones. The text is entirely new. The book is divided into three 
sections: films of fiction, films of fact and experimental and animated films, and these 
sections are appropriately subdivided. There are indexes of film titles and directors. 
The book is extremely well produced. (791.4) 
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The Theatre 
BUILDING A CHARACTER. Constantin Stanislavski. Translated: from the 
Russian by Elizabeth Reynolds Hapgood. Reinhardt & Evans, 15s. D8. 
300 pages. Frontispiece. (Theatre Library) 
In an explanatory note the translator relates how this volume, a sequel to Stanislavski’s 
An Actor Prepares, came to be written, and how the American edition of this volume 
(eventually published in New York last year) was intended as a commemoration of 
the fiftieth anniversary of the founding of the Moscow Art Theatre and the tenth of 
Stanislavski’s death (he was born in 1863 and died in 1938). In this volume, as in An 
Actor Prepares, Stanislavksi, under the disguise of Tortsov, takes for his scene a dramatic 
school and proceeds to give lessons on the creation of character by the development 
of all the actor’s capabilities—‘intellectual, physical, spiritual, emotional’. There are 
chapters on ‘Making the Body Expressive’, ‘Restraint and Control’, ‘Tempo- 
Rhythm in Movement’, * Speech Tempo-Rhythm’, “Stage Charm’, etc. ‘The em- 
phasis in this book . . . is on acting as an art and art as the highest expression of human 
nature’, which was Stanislavski’s chief motif all through his life, whether working as 
director, actor, or author. Stanislavski was a People’s Artist of the Republic and a 
member of the Order of Lenin. (792) 


Sports and Games 
BOWLS. Gordon Sargeant. Angus & Robertson (Sydney, Australia), 1os.6d. C8. 
111 pages. 27 plates. 18 diagrams. 
This guide for newcomers to the game of lawn bowls has been written by a player who 
has been winner of championships of the state of New South Wales, Australia, in both 
singles and fours competitions. He deals with all aspects of the game, including equip- 
ment, stance, the various shots, rink play, the duties of umpires and markers and other 
matters essential to the complete bowls player, illustrated where necessary. 
(796.31) 
BRITISH HILLS AND MOUNTAINS. J. H. B. Bell, E. F. Bozman and J. 
Fairfax-Blakeborough. 3rd edition, revised. Batsford, 128.6d. D8. 128 pages. 
Coloured frontispiece. 2 colour plates and 96 photographs. Endpaper maps. 
Index. 
This revised edition of a book first published in 1940 is packed with information 
about the hills and mountains of Britain and, the emphasis being on practical experience, 
its appeal is primarily to climbers and ramblers. Dr. Bell is responsible for the Scottish 
section, with the other two authors sharing the English and Welsh section. The pub- 
lishers are notable for the excellence of the illustrations in their books and this work is 
most generously provided with fine photographs, some of which are magnificent 
scenes. (796.52) 


KEN WATSON ON CURLING. Copp Clark (Toronto, Canada), $3.00. sR8. 
177 pages. Illustrations. Diagrams. Glossary. 
A practical manual on the game of curling, written by the 1949 winner of the Canadian 
curling championships. It includes detailed directions on the best ways of delivering 
and sweeping the rock, the duties and qualifications of each of the four members of a 
rink, and some qualities that make for successful team play. The material is well 
illustrated by diagrams and photographs, and there is a detailed glossary of curling 
terms. (796.96) 
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CONFESSIONS OF A CARP FISHER. ‘BB’ (Denys Watkins-Pitchford). 
Eyre & Spottiswoode, 9s. F8. 191 pages. Frontispiece and 21 illustrations by 
the author. Diagrams. 

Carp are the Big Game of inland angling and difficult to catch. The usual coarse 

fishing technique cannot be applied and this unusual fishing book, displaying the great 

technical knowledge of an expert, describes how carp may be hooked and where to 

fish for them. The author’s experiences in the pursuit of the fish, in many parts « f 

England, are told in fine descriptive writing and this latest addition to his serics of 

charming books on fishing and country life is, as usual, illustrated with delightful 

engravings. (799.1755) 


LITERATURE 


INTERNATIONAL MODERN PLAYS. Dent, 4s.6d. F8. 304 pages. (Everyman’s 
Library) 

This volume attempts to bring together a number of plays which show diversity in 
various ways within the bounds of the European theatre during the past sixty year: 
or so. The choice of play has been limited by taking into account the scope of 
Everyman’ s Library as a whole, which already contains most of the plays by Ibsen and 
Tchekhov, and has, further, been confined to plays available in good, readable, act- 
able translations. The plays have one quality in common, that of some new theatrical 
form in the country of their origin. Lady Julie by August Strindberg (1849-1912), 
translated by C. D. Locock, is a naturalistic tragedy of decadent aristocracy and sexual 
passion, representing Sweden’s advance from the ‘mathematically symmetrical’ con- 
struction of existing drama to the new naturalism. The play is preceded by an espe- 
cially interesting preface by Strindberg which has been labelled ‘the manifesto of 
naturalism’. Hannele by Gerhart Hauptmann (1862-1945), translated by C. H. Meltzer, 
a dream poem in verse and prose about the soul of an outcast child, shows one of the 
many forms attempted by the great German dramatist. In a mixture of fantasy and 
realism he has built a play round the theme of Christian pity. In some ways he antici- 
pates the dramas of social propaganda. The Life of the Insects by Josef and Karel Capek 
(1887-1945 : 1890-1938), translated by Paul Selver, is a comedy from Czechoslovakia 
depicting by way of satire and social allegory in the lives of f butterflies, — ants, 
etc., both the frailties and worthlessness of the human race. The Infernal Machine by 
Jean Cocteau (1891- ), translated by Carl Wildman, presents the most theatrical of 
present-day French poets as an adapter of Greek drama. Cocteau has given the pete 
of Oedipus and the Sphinx a modernistic character. The Mask and the Face by Luig 
Chiarelli (1884-1947), in a hitherto unpublished translation by Noel de Vic Beamish, 
marks Italy’s first departure from stereotyped forms and a branching forth into the 
Pirandello world where reality and illusion are one (808.2 ) 


English Literature 

THE CAMBRIDGE HISTORY OF ENGLISH LITERATURE. Vol. II. THE 
END OF THE MIDDLE AGES. Vol. III]. RENASCENCE AND REFORMA- 
rion. Edited by Sir A. W. Ward and A. R. Waller. Reprint. Cambridge 
University Press, 12s.6d. each. M8. 440 : 474 pages. 

This valuable and authoritative work (consisting of fourteen volumes and a general 

index) has been long out of print and its reissue will be warmly welcomed. Vol. I 

From the Beginnings to the Cycles of Romance, reappeared in 1949 and was noted in 

British Book News in the October issue. The eighteen chapters in Vol. II, The End of 
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the Middle Ages, are by various hands and cover Piers the Plowman and its sequence; 
Religious Movements in the Fourteenth Century; the Beginnings of English Prose; 
the Scottish Language; Early and Middle Scots; the Earliest Scottish Literature; John 
Gower; Chaucer; the English Chaucerians; Stephen Hawes; the Scottish Chaucerians; 
the Middle Scots Anthologies; Anonymous Verse and Early Prose; English Prose in 
the Fifteenth Century (two chapters); the Introduction of Printing into England and 
the Early Work of the Press; English and Scottish Education; Transition English Song 
Collections; Ballads; and Political and Religious Verse to the Close of the Fifteenth 
Century. The twenty chapters of Vol. III, Renascence and Reformation, also by various 
wuthors, - with Englishmen and the Classical Renascence; Reformation Literature 
in England; the Dissolution of the Religious Houses; Barclay and Skelton; the Pro- 
o-ess of Social Literature in Tudor times; Sir David ‘Lyndsay and the Later Scottish 
‘Makaris’; Reformation and Renascence in Scotland; the New English Poetry; A 
Mirror for Magistrates, George Gascoigne; the Poetry of Spenser; the Elizabethan 
Sonnet; Prosody from Chaucer to Spenser; Elizabethan Criticism; Chroniclers and 
= aries; Elizabethan Prose Fiction; the Marprelate Controversy; Of the Laws of 
Ecclesiastical Polity; English Universities, Schools and Scholarship in the Sixteenth 
Gear, and the Language from Chaucer to Shakespeare. (820.9) 
English Poetry 
THE FORSAKEN GARDEN. An Anthology of Poetry, 1824-1909. Edited by 
John Heatl h-Stubbs and David Wright, Lehmann, 8s.6d. C8. 288 pages. 
Index of authors. (The Chiltern Library) 
In their preface the —e explain whz it their anthology is not: it does not contain 
wuthors whose best work falls outside the chosen period (182 4-1909) or is not typical 
of it; it does not contain any poem to be found in The Oxford Book of Victorian Verse— 
in fact, advisedly, it hard ily contains a well-known poem at all, although the famous 
names are present. As the title indicates, the compilers have sought the unfamiliar, 
and their choice includes, amongst much serious poetry, ballads, folk songs, sea 
shanties, street ballads, music-hall songs and hymns. They have an eye for both 
humour and wit, and excellent taste. Their engagingly eccentric anthology may not 
each us very much about the period it covers, but it is so full of vit ality and packed 
sate: 


with delightful surprises that 1t 1s bound to please. (821.05 } 


t 


JOHN DRYDEN. The Clark Lectures on English Literature, 1948-9. David 
Nichol Smith. Cambridge University Press, 7s.6d. C8. 93 pages. Index. 
Professor Nichol Smith’s four lectures survey four groups of Jc re Dryden’s (1631- 
1700) activities—Early Verse and Criticism; Plays; Satires and Religious Poems; 
lranslations, Odes and Fables, He provides a leisurely portrait of Dryden on roughly 
chronological lines, without urging any particular thesis upon the reader. But, con- 
pt the shortness of the book, how Dryden’s spirit ranged through so many forms 
f literary activity is surprisingly well conveyed. The man and the writer are firmly 
established in their literary conte xt and Professor Nichol Smith gives a wise and sym- 





pathetic introduction to a somewhat neglected poet, so much of whose work springs 
from a close attention to the ephemeral controversies of Restoration London. 
(821.48) 
GERARD MANLEY HOPKINS. The Kenyon Critics. Dennis Dobson, 7s.6d. 
C8. 134 pages. Portrait frontispiece. Bibliography. Index. 


With the rea n of Dr. Leavis’s chapter, which first appeared in the Cambridge 


journal Scrutiny, the essays on the English Jesuit poet collected in this book were first 
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published in a number of the American Kenyon Review devoted to the centennial 
anniversary of Hopkins’s birth. Written with acuity and scholarship, they provide a 
helpful guide to the appreciation of a peculiarly difficult and complex poet in whose 
work Catholic doctrine is combined with technical experiment. In a general bio- 
graphical and critical introduction, Austin Warren concludes that the constant tension 
in Hopkins’s nature between the desire to be an artist and the desire to be a saint was 
necessary to his achievement as a poet. Hopkins was, in fact, a craftsman who became, 
through the force of this tension, a self-explorer. Chapters follow on the ideas behind 
Hopkins’ s symbols and images, as sacaaliied particularly in his sonnet ‘The 
W indhover’; on his use of metre and sprung rhythm; on his choice of epithets; on his 
use of ‘instress of inscz ape’; on his religious nature, his Victorian inheritance, and on the 
metaphysical nature of his poetry in general. (821.89) 


NEWS OF THE WORLD. George Barker. Faber & Faber, 8s.6d. D8. 64 pages. 
The prevailing mood of George Barker’s latest collection is struck by the title poems, 
with their eloquent lament over the ruin of Europe—‘ the serried battalions of lies and 
organizations of hate’ and * War, the unbearable beast in the sky’. There is a prodigal 
and spendthrift quality in Barker’s poetry that is very different from much of the more 
arid intellectualized verse of our time. The present book shows a considerable growth 
in originality and power and the daring control of his medium, as compared with 
Eros in Dogma of 1944. There are poems on Ireland and Cornwall, the tombs of the 
Medici, and others for the sixtieth birthday of T. S. Eliot, on Charles Baudelaire, 
Gerard Manley Hopkins, and on the death of Michael Roberts. There is also a long and 
beautiful poem to the poet’s son. (821.91) 


POEMS. Gerald Bullett. Cambridge University Press, 5s. C8. 64 pages. 

The tranquil accomplishment of Mr. Bullett’s poems is in the English rural tradition 
of John Clare, which reflects with a quiet clarity the changing seasons, the landscape, 
birds, animals and flowers. There is the same sympathy for the humble and in- 
articulate, with a patient pursuit of self-effacing technical perfection. Two-thirds of 
the poems in this collection are here published in a book for the first time. The re- 
mainder were chosen by the author from previous volumes, Poems in Pencil and 
Winter Solstice. (821.91) 


English Drama 
ENGLISH DRAMA FROM EARLY TIMES TO THE ELIZABETHANS. 
A. P. Rossiter. Hutchinson, 16s. M8. 176 pages. Frontispiece. Notes. Index. 
(Hutchinson's University Library: Senior Series) 
Fresh and vigorous in treatment, well documented, and somewhat unusual in scope, 
this interesting book is a valuable addition to the studies of drama in England. Its 
appeal is mainly to the serious student of Elizabethan drama. It goes back to find in 
ancient pagan rituals, and the Christian rituals which succeeded them, the roots of 
English medieval drama, and then deals with the development of mysteries, moralities, 
interludes, the academic tradition and the first beginnings of the secular, professional 
theatre. The author is mainly concerned, however, not with the medieval drama in 
itself, but with ‘the cultural continuitics which exist within and behind the stage for 
which Shakespeare, Jonson, Chapman and Middleton wrote’. The book does not 
(despite its title) go on to deal with Elizabethan drama, but it ‘adds depth and 
significance to our reading of Shakespeare’. Mr. Rossiter is a Lecturer in English in the 
University of Cambridge. (822.09) 
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sTRATTON. A Play. Ronald Duncan. Faber & Faber, 9s.6d. D8. 162 pages. 
A verse play of contemporary life, in a prologue and four acts. In metrical form and 
in theme it is completely different from the author’s widely known earlier play, This 
Way to the Tomb. Although it can baldly be described as a melodrama, it lacks the taut- 
ness of a play of that type and the characterization, well defined at the outset, appears 
to waver and falter during the drama’s over-slow development. The story is that of a 
judge, so obsessed with the rigid pattern of his family tree that he eventually identifies 
himself with his son. He murders his son, hopes to possess his son’s wife, but is finally 
abruptly awakened to the awfulness of his deed. There is no lightness in this play of 
profound melanch sly and gloom. (822.91) 


THE FAMILY HONOUR. A Comedy of Four Acts and an Epilogue. 
Laurence Housman. Jonathan Cape, 7s.6d. C8. 128 pages. Frontispiece. 
he author of Victoria Regina and Little Plays of Saint Francis, and of numerous other 
plays, stories, essays and biographies, has based this warm-hearted comedy, set in North 
Ireland in the early nineteenth century, on an episode which actually happened to one 
of his own ancestors. The theme is blackmail. Four rapscallion brothers lock their sister 
and an unexpected guest and stranger in a bedroom for the night in order that 
marriage be forced on them ‘for the family honour’, the brothers’ ulterior purpose 
being to win for themselves their sister’s inheritance, which she held only while 
single. Although lacking, perhaps, the distinction and subtlety of phrase of the 
Victoria Regina sequence, the play shows a fine sense of the dramatic and a clear per- 
ception of character. The author has added an epilogue for book publication only, 
telling the fate, fifteen years later, of the four wicked brothers. (822.91) 

English Fiction 

ANTHONY TROLLOPE. Beatrice Curtis Brown. Arthur Barker, 6s. C8. 

107 pages. Bibliographical note. Index. (English Novelists Series) 

The best critical study of this famous Victorian which has yet appeared—discriminat- 
ing but warmly sympathetic, perspicacious and well balanced. An introductory 
chapter deals with Trollope’s life and personality and the changing social conditions 
of the England of his time, which he portrays more fully and realistically than any 
other novelist. The rest of the book surveys his work in general, not the popular 
Barsetshire chronicles only but the great variety of his later novels, which have still 
not received the attention they deserve. (823.87) 


English Letters 

THE KNYVETT LETTERS (1620-1644). Thomas Knyvett. Transcribed 
and edited by Bertram Schofield. Constable, 21s. R8. 182 pages. 4 plates 
including portraits and facsimile. Genealogical table. Index. 


The letters of Thomas Knyvett of Norfolk (1596-1658), which are now printed for 
the first time, were acquired by the British Museum in 1930. Their publication is 
regarded as important. The Norfolk squire was a claimant to the barony of Berners; 
he inherited Ashwellthorpe and married Katherine, daughter of Lord Burgh. All the 
letters are addressed to her and reveai him as a devoted husband and father. They tell 
of stays in London on legal business, of meeting the famous, of his hobby of book- 
collecting and of his family life. On the outbreak of civil war he found himself, a 
Royalist, living in a Commonwealth stronghold and protected from disaster only by 
his friendships. Dr. Schofield has transcribed the work modernizing the punctuation 
but otherwise scrupulously following the original text in spelling and use of capitals, 


487 











and has contributed a scholarly introduction of thirty-five pages. The Norfolk Record 
Society have made themselves responsible for the production of this volume. (826.4) 


English Satire and Humour 
A CHRISTMAS GARLAND. SEVEN MEN-—-AND TWO OTHERS. Max 
Beerbohm. Heinemann, t0s.6d. each. IC8. 202 : 291 pages. 
In A Christinas Garland, first published in 1912, Sir Max Bee stbohm parodied with 
inimitable grace the style and subject matter of seventeen of the most popular writers 
of Edwardian days, including Arnold Bennett, John Galsworthy, Henry James, 
Chesterton, Kipling, Meredith, George Moore, Hilaire Belloc and Be sine Shaw. To 
these he has now added Maurice Baring. His parodies constitute the most searching 
criticisms ever focused upon the eminent Edwardians. Seven Men first appeared in 
1919, and the great characters of Soames and Maltby, A. V. Laider and ‘Savonarola’ 
Brown have since then become so familiar that one for; gets that they never lived. To 
that gallery Sir Max has now added the dimly ineffectual figure of Felix Argallo who 
made a pact with the devil, ser that uproarious parody of literary success, Walter 
Ledgett. Among all living writers, Sir Max is one who practises the art of letters with 
the most sc rupulous care. Few have ever brought irony to such a fine point of polish. 
(827 .91) 
South African Literature 
THE BALLAD OF DICK KING and Other Poems. ‘Pheidippides’ (Dr. C. 
Louis Leipoldt). Stewart (Cape Town, South Africa), 10s.6d. D8. 76 page 
Dr. C. Louis Leipoldt, who died in 1947, was a remarkably versatile personality, lis. 
liverse fields as children’s diseases, wines, botany and South African 
history. He was acknowledged to be one of the foremost writers in Afrikaans, leaving 
poems, plays and an outst: nding work on the Dutch East Indi esas his literary memorial. 
: his posthun not a published collection of his verse in English contains a memoir bya 


tinguished in such « 


close friend, Mrs. H. M. Bolns (a leading South African hag and an appreciation 
of his “tetany ac on nents in both languages by Mr. R. F. Immelman, Librarian of 
the University of Cape Town. The poen is here printed appeared originally in the 


press and elsewhere an: ‘d include a number of sonnets written during the last war 
The title-piece refers to the famous ride of Dick King and his Zulu servant Poa 
Durban to Grahamstown, in 1842, as a result of which British troops were sent to 
succour the troops besieged in Natal by the Boers. (828.99681 


A NEW ANTHOLOGY OF RHODESIAN VERSE. Chosen by John Snelling. 
Blackwell (Oxford), 10s.6d. D8. 119 pages. Appendix. Glossary. Index of 
authors. 

The original version of this anthology was first published in 1938 as Rhodesian Verse 

1888-1938. This is a valuable contribution to Rhodesian culture. A. S. Cripps is of 

course well represented, but Kingsley Fairbridge, less well known as a poet, makes a 

good showing. Amongst the living, Major Lewis Hastings contributes seven pieces. 

(828.996891 ) 

Afrikaans Literature 

BALLADE VAN DIE EENSAME SEEMAN (BALL AD OF THE LONELY 
SAILOR). I. D. du Plessis. Balkema (Cape Town, South Africa), 7s.6d. C8 
27 pages. 

A good example of contemporary Afrikaans lyric verse. Dr. I. D. du Plessis is regarded 

as one of the outstanding Afrikaans writers, and is also an authority on Malay life and 

customs at the Cape. (839.3615) 




















French Literature 
A SEASON IN HELL. Arthur Rimbaud. Translated from the French by 
Norman Cameron. Lehmann, 15s. D8. 69 pages. 8 lithographs by Keith 


Saison en Enfer was Rimbaud’s last work as a poet and was written partly before 
partly after the Brussels scandal of 1873, which resulted in Verlaine being sentenced 
to two years’ hard labour for shooting the young Rimbaud in the wrist. This episode 
is reflected in the present work in the Foolish Virgin episode, for the ‘foolish virgin’ 
is clearly Verla 1 ‘the infernal bridegroom’ Rimbaud himself. The Saison en 











Enfer is a prose poem with three important themes: the problem of sin, the problem of 

God, and the acceptance or endurance of life. It is a work of astonishing violence and 

riginality, and lly untranslatable. Mr. Cameron’s version is, however, faithful 
’ 

and vigorous anc " is published side by side with the French text. (841.89) 


Russian Literature 
s - ~ 7 : ha . 
DOSTOEVSKY. The Making of a Novelist. Ernest J. Simmons. Lehmann, 
7 


ee r >-1] 
18s. D8. 320 pages. Frontispiece. Notes. Bibliog rap] Ly . Index. 


Mr. Simmons’s book, which is the most balanced and penetrating study of Dostoevsky’s 





work that has so far appeared in English, ‘is an attempt to throw some light on those 
factors that inf ed his creative process and his religious, political and social 
thought’. Biographical material, which includes extracts from letters, diaries and first 
trafts—much of which will be new to English readers—is used only when it contri- 
butes to the author’s general purpose as defined in the sub-title. Mr. Simmons writes 
vith a cool scientific acumen and is concerned only with the truth about the man and 
novel rtance of his book for a full understanding of Dostoevsky’s 
work ( str | and it is representative of the best American scholarshi; 
Among Dost racte main types are distinguished: the double, or dual 
ersonalit ! I ypes appear more often in minor roles and outsid 
c I Is i t ecognized, and their elucidation provides almost 
all th to D vsky’s n clear analysis is also provided for the first time of 
Dostoevsky’s politics. (891.73) 


HISTORY [AND GEOGRAPHY] 
WHAT IS HISTORY? J. Hampden Jackson. The Bureau of Current Affairs, 2s. 
C8. $5 pages. Line illustrations. Facsimile. Map. Bibliography. Paper bound. 
7 


1¢ object of this discussion book is to provide an introduction to the study of history 


for those who do not read history. It could be used for adult or senior school classes 


to initiate a series of discussions. The four topics covered are: History for the Masses; 
The History of History; The Historian at Work; The Teaching of History. There are 
suggestions for discussion and a list of recommended books. (907 


Travels Description 
THE FLYING CARPET. Richard Halliburton. Pan Books, 2s. in the United 
‘ ee ; 
Kingdom; 1s.6d. elsewhere. sC8. 254 pages. 2 maps. Paper bound. 
‘The Flying Carpet’ was a two-seater aeroplane in which a couple of young Americans 
uthor and Moye W. Stephens, Jr.—flew round the work i in search of adventure. 
Timbuktu and investigated the 
Foreign Legion in North Africa (of which there are some racy stories); they flew on to 
the Alps, Venice, Palestine, and were entranced by the magic of Petra; thence to 
Baghdad, Teheran, India, Malaya, Borneo, and finally Manila, returning home from 


, . ; ‘ et 
Starting from California, they visited the Sahara, 
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there by sea; the trip took nearly a year. Halliburton’s book (first published in 1933) 
is essentially that of a young man in love with life and the glamour of adventure; the 
comic or the unusual situation delights him, but he is not insensitive to beauty. His 
impressions of the places he visited are not profound, but they are agreeably related, 
and his enthusiasm and good humour are infectious. He died at sea in 1939 in an attempt 
to cross the Pacific in a Chinese junk. (910) 


IN ENGLAND NOW: SPRING. 68 evocative camera studies collected and 
edited by B. J. Bradley. Introduction by H. E. Bates. Avalon Press, 20s. 
D4. 148 pages. 

A collection of camera studies assembled from the work of leading photographers, 

covering many counties and showing something of the loveliness and diversity of the 

face of England in the springtime. Opposite each photograph is a descriptive note 
giving points of interest relating to the subject or region, its history, character, dis- 
tinctive features, literary associations or the famous people connected with it. The 
photographs are divided into sections covering Villages and Small Towns; Landscape 
and Buildings; Farmland; Rivers, Lakes and Mountains; and Shore. They are intro- 
duced by H. E. Bates, the well-known novelist and short story-writer, who repeats 
the familiar proposition that what makes the English countryside unique is the 
impression, the pattern made upon it by man. Almost all that is illustrated here, as Mr. 

Bates says, is the result of man’s permanent occupation of a landscape. To those who 

know nothing of England these attractive studies reveal something of her character 

and enable others to renew acquaintance with the places they have visited and admired 

or have a particular regard for. (914.2) 


ENGLAND TO ME. Emily Hahn. Jonathan Cape, 10s.6d. L.Post 8. 288 pages. 


A lively account of England and the English by an American who married an English 
major, who was also a scholar, and returned with him in 1946 to his derequisitioned 
house in Dorset where she struggled to adapt herself to English methods of house- 
keeping, English social behaviour, and the English climate, to say nothing of the 
vagaries of an English husband. The domestic help she enlisted included so many 
nationalities that the house became known in the neighbourhood as ‘the League of 
Nations’. Miss Hahn, writing with great good humour and at times exasperated 
affection, draws an interesting picture of how the island and its people looked to other 
eyes and in so doing reveals their gradual effect on her. An interlude in Portugal is 
delightfully described. (914.2) 


WESSEX. Dorset, Wiltshire, Hampshire, with West Berkshire and East 
Somerset. Ralph Dutton. Batsford, 12s.6d. D8. 136 pages. 124 illustrations 
(4 in colour). 7 drawings. Sketch map. Endpaper maps. Index. (The Face 
of Britain) 

For the purposes of this account of central southern England, Mr. Ralph Dutton takes 

the area which the Old English Kingdom of Wessex covered for the greater part of 

its existence (circ. A.D. 500-900). This comprised the modern Hampshire, Wiltshire 
and Dorset, in the main, but the author, basing the northern and western limits of 
his survey on geological similarities rather than on the ill-defined historical boundaries, 

includes part of Somerset, Devon, and the Berkshire Downs in this region of 4,000 

square miles which, with skilful selection, he describes in this book. The evidences of 

the Roman occupation and of prehistoric man, in which this district is particularly 
rich, are first dealt with. Guided by considerations of natural features and soils, the 
author divides Wessex into four parts, and, by giving a chapter to cach, suggests 
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delightful itineraries which cover the whole area. He describes the geology of each 
district, its scenic beauties, literary and historical associations, villages, churches, and 
some country houses. As a Wessex man he has intimate knowledge of his subject, 
which he has supplemented with careful study. The illustrations are in keeping with 
the excellencies of the text and its presentation. (914.23) 
BEDFORDSHIRE. Laurence Meynell. Hale, 15s. D8. 382 pages. 49 illustra- 
tions. Folding map. Index. (The County Books Series) 
Although the author suggests that the technicalities in the first chapter of this excel- 
lently illustrated book may encourage ‘skipping’, there is no reason to fight shy of his 
preliminary account of the geological factors determining scenery, soil and certain 
industries in Bedfordshire, connected as these phenomena are with the history and 
present condition of agriculture in the county. Geographical and geological control 
are evident too (e.g. the Fens, ancient routes, the growth of London) in the county’s 
history, much of which, as the author shows, is enshrined in customs, sayings, festivals, 
and memories of the country folk. The account of the county town brings out its ‘air 
of quietness resting on solid stability’ and deals at some length with well-known people 
connected with its history. The tour through the county, which the author divides into 
three sections for this purpose, avoids the scrappiness of a guide-book, and gives in 
fuller detail illustrations of much that has been given of the history, scenery and 
geography of the county. This is the work of an enthusiast, whose homely straight- 
forward treatment of his subject should attract many readers. (914.2565) 
COMPANION INTO BUCKINGHAMSHIRE. Maxwell Fraser. Methuen, 
10s.6d. C8. 243 pages. 26 illustrations. Endpaper map. Index. (“Companion’ 
Books) 
Buckinghamshire is one of the smallest of English counties but one of the most 
interesting; it contains remarkable varieties of scenery and cottage architecture, and 
has very numerous historical and literary associations—with Hampden, Milton, Penn, 
Gray, Cowper, Burke, Shelley, Disraeli, and Eric Gill, among many others. Mr. 
Fraser, who knows the county well, conducts the reader very pleasantly along the 
lovely Thames valley and the prehistoric Icknield Way, through the ancient beech- 
woods of the Chiltern Hills and the remote, fertile farm-lands of the northern plain, 
visiting almost every place of interest on his way. A readable and informative book. 
(914.2575) 
BUCKINGHAMSHIRE. E, S. Roscoe. Revised by R. L. P. Jowitt and E. Clive 
Rouse. 223 pages. 62 photographs. 
CORNWALL. Arthur L. Salmon. Revised by H. Ronald Hicks. 195 pages. 
60 photographs. 
DERBYSHIRE. Thomas L. Tudor. Revised by E. Carleton Williams. 192 
pages. 60 photographs. 
KENT. Ronald F. Jessup; based on the original guide by J. Charles Cox. 319 
pages. 62 photographs. 2 plans. 
Each volume has a folding map, bibliography and index. Methuen and 
Batsford, 7s.6d. each. sF8. (The Little Guides) 
This series has long been established as probably the most comprehensive and attrac- 
tive of all pocketable guides to the English counties; they are now being reissued, 
revised and reset throughout. All are on the same plan. A general introduction to the 
county deals concisely with its geology, scenery, history, flora and fauna, antiquities, 
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architecture, communications, industries, and well-known people. The greater part 
of the book is occupied by a gazetteer, which gives in alphabetical order every town, 
village, mansion, river, and natural feature of importance or interest, with much 
topographical, historical and architectural information, very concisely but readably 
given. The photographs are good and varied. The map, on the scale of a quarter-inch 
to a mile, is printed in three colours. Printing and ane x are good. The books are as 
attractive as they are reliable and convenient. (914.2575) (914.237) (914.251) (914.223) 


ISLE OF MAN. Canon E. H. Stenning. Hale, 15s. D8. 462 pages. 49 illustra- 
tions. Folding map. Appendices. Index. (The County Books Series) 
This book mitediie: attempts to restore the balance between most people’s know- 
ledge and their ignorance of the Isle of Man. The author amplifies what is usually 
known about the island as one of Britain’s most famous holiday resorts with his details 
and stories of places of interest and his account of the geography and topography of 
the island. Since he would prefer, however, that the island should not be regarded 
merely as a seaside resort, but as a country unique in its culture, history and govern- 
ment, he gives a comprehensive survey of the many factors in geology, history, 
politics, and economic and industrial conditions that have made the island and its 
people as they are today. There are useful appendices summarizing historical, geo- 
logical, botanical, and linguistic information about the island. This book should gain 
the position of an authoritative work on the Isle of Man, and achieve the author’s aim 
of making the interests of this little country ‘seen, appreciated and understood’. The 
illustrations maintain the high standard set by this series. (914.2890) 
THE WELSH. Wyn Griffith. Penguin Books, 1s.6d. sC8. 184 pages. Paper 
bound. (Pelican Books) 
Drawing mainly upon Welsh sources, Wyn G riffith has atte mpted to trace the social 
pateern of his country as manifested in Welsh political philosophy and religious and 
social behaviour. His book is not a history of Wales, though te devotes chapters to 
Welsh literature and lang uage, to Welsh writers in English, and gives an account of 
the Eisteddfod, that popular festival of the arts which is unique to Wales. He shows 
how the Welsh language has survived, and with it a cultured and poetic peasantry, and 
explores the peculiarities of the narrow anc 1} yassionate Welsh temperament. On the 
subject of Welsh nationalism he shows much sympathy but little hope. His book is 
dispassionately written and should contribute to a better understanding of this Celtic 
people. (914.29) 
THE NATURAL HISTORY OF SELBORNE. Gilbert White. New edition, 
edited with an introduction and notes by R. M. Lockley. Dent, 4s.6d. F8. 
320 pages. Index. (Everyman's Library) 
The Natural History of Selborne first appeared in Everyman's Library in 1906. This new 
edition of the greatest of all classics of natural history is edited and has a long introduc- 
tion by R. M. Lockley, one of the best known modern British naturalists. White, who 
lived virtually the whole of his life in the Hampshire parish which he has made famous, 
“saw nature’, in Lockley’s words, ‘with the trained eyes of both scientist and country- 
man’, and he had, too, ‘the true artist’s imagination and feeling for the harmonious 
word’. It is to these qualities, as much as to the uniqueness of the record he produced, 
that White’s book owes its fame. Consisting largel y of a series of letters written 
between 1767 and 1787, it contains a delightf ful, factual account of the life of a Hamp- 
shire parish of the period. Birds, beasts, wild flowers, human beings, their ways of life 
and their comings and goings, are recorded with exact detail and felicitous description 
and detached observation in a manner which no other naturalist, however great his 
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erudition and however well informed his approach, has ever equalled. White’s poems 
re an interesting addition to the present volume. (914.94227) 
SAFARI. W. D. M. Bell. Gollancz, 16s. D8. 288 pages. 

f fifty rs or so back, when he travelled al ’ trad 
es of fifty years or so back, when he travelled alone as an ivory trader— 
f the era of exploration. He penetrated alone the Karamojo country of 

la, then teeming with game and scarcely touched by the white man. 
r could secure the goodwill of the natives, and secure the 


was noted as an elephant expert. There is an enthusiastic 





valuable ivory. 


introduction by Negley Farson. (916.7615) 
THE ROAD TO Cuzco. A Journey from Argentina to Peru. Ena Dargan. 
Pretace by Salvad rae Madariaga. Andrew Me lrose, 20s. D8. 215 pages. 
34 illustrations. Bibliography. Index. Endpaper maps. 
Miss Dargan gives an account of her arduous journey through Bolivia and parts of 
Peru. She is a hardy and energetic traveller, and in these remote and rugged Andean 
highlands can visit, with profit, places not frequented by the ‘globe-trotter’; her 
experience has enabled her to see the effects of history on the land and the people. In 
topy places, whether towns or villages, she can perceive the mixed 
fluence of Inca and Spaniard. Especially worthy of note are her descriptions of the 
tin-mines, and the carnival of Oruro, her account of the Inca civilization and the 
Spanish Conquest, and her appreciation of the complex present-day life and its ante- 
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cedents. The excellent photographs are as worthy of commendation as the author’s 
sensible observation and impartial presentation of history. (918) 


Biography 
BIRDS OF PASSAGE. Madeleine Masson. Howard B. Timmins (Cape Town, 


South Africa), 12s.6d. L.Post 8. 190 pages. Frontispiece. 16 illustrations. List 


{ _ T = 
of sources. Index. 


The writer, who put lished several books on the social history of South Africa, 
has chosen as a subject twenty visitors to the country, from Alexander Selkirk (‘the 
real Robinson Crusoe’) to Mark Twain, all of whom have achieved fame in different 
spheres. T] hort studies are based on published sources, which are listed in an 
appendix. A secondary purpose of the writer has been to relate the lives of her subjects 
to the growth and development of the Cape at various stages, and to show how many 
diverse nationalities have contributed to its history. The ‘birds of passage’ include 
Bernadin de St. Pi , Colonel Arthur Wellesley, Thomas Sheridan (son of the play- 
wright), Baudelaire, Prince Alfred, the Empress Eugénie and Baron Rothschild. The 
illustrations are taken from contemporary prints and portraits. (920.02) 


A. J. A. SYMONS. His Life and Speculations. Julian Symons. Eyre & 


Spottiswoode, 15s. D8. 294 pages. 8 illustrations. Index of persons. 





Julian Symons’s life of his brother, who died in 1941, presents not only a most enter- 
taining picture in sides of London life between the wars but a psychological 
locument of not nterest. The son of a Jewish business man of fluctuating fortunes, 
ccentric tastes and a passion for gambling, A. J. A. Symons became at the age of 
fourteen an apprentice in the fur trade, from which he reacted in a kind of horror. 
Tortured by e to exccl in all things, books, wine, Victorian bric-a-brac, and 
even friendship, had to be considered not on their own merits but for their rarity 
value. He founded the First Edition Club and, with André Simon, the Wine and Food 
Society, and he shone as a calligrapher, a collector and a dandy. But he is chiefly known 


for his biography of Frederick Rolfe, The Quest for Corvo, a fantastic figure after his 











own heart, and for his life of the explorer Stanley. ‘He followed’, writes Julian Symons, 
‘twenty threads of interest every day, where an ordinary man follows two.’ This 
biography, in which the author marshals his material in a masterly manner, is fasci- 
nating for the affection, humour and complete truthfulness with which it is written. 
(920.1) 
JOURNAL IN THE NIGHT. Theodor Haecker. Translated from the German 
by Alexander Dru. Harvill Press, 12s.6d. sD8. 222 pages. 
This diary consists of the meditations of Theodor Haecker, a Christian philosopher 
(and interpreter of Kierkegaard), watching the disintegration of Europe under the 
Nazi influence. Though the scene is viewed from different countries and through 
different temperamental and philosophic spectacles, this Journal and the third volume 
of André Gide’s Journals are complementary. Unfortunately Haecker has been some- 
what ill-served by his translator who may be familiar with the German language but 
whose command of English is so unsure that his style is flaccid and imprecise. The 
punctuation and spelling are throughout careless. In spite of these incidental faults the 
book is to be welcomed. It is an account, of which there are necessarily few, of the 
first-hand impressions on a sensitive and critical mind of the Nazi regime and all its 
implications. We are fortunate that the manuscript was successfully hidden from the 
Gestapo. (922.2) 


THE VALLEY OF THE SHADOW. Hanns Lilje. Translated from the German 
with an introduction by Olive Wyon. Student Christian Movement Press, 
7s.6d. C8. 128 pages. 

This moving little book is the story of a German churchman, of his arrest and impri- 

sonment owing to an act of mercy towards one of the conspirators in the Hitler Bomb 

Plot of 1944, and his experiences in the hands of the Gestapo until his rescue and release 

at the end of the war. The author tells his own story with a matter-of-fact dignity 

which is extremely effective. As Bishop of Hanover, he is one of the leaders of the 

German Evangelical Church and of the World Council of Churches. The introduction 

by Miss Wyon gives a useful picture of the background of resistance to Hitler among 

Christians in Germany, and, as usual, her translation is impeccable. (922.3) 


ELIZABETH AND ESSEX. A Tragic History. Lytton Strachey. Penguin 
Books, 1s.6d. sC8. 238 pages. Bibliography. Index. Paper bound. 
Giles Lytton Strachey (1880-1932), author of two famous books on Victorian England 
and an outstanding biographer and stylist, published Elizabeth and Essex in 1928. It 
explores in detail the enigma of the relationship between the Virgin Queen and the 
favourite courtier whom she ultimately sent to the block. Though not Strachey’s best 
book, it gives a vivacious portrait of the background of the Elizabethan court and 
delineates dramatically (though not always accurately) not only the principal figures 
but other famous personalities who crowded that magnificent but turbulent scene. 
In particular the sketch of Francis Bacon is of absorbing interest. (923.142) 


THE ROOSEVELT LETTERS. Being the Personal Correspondence of 
Franklin Delano Roosevelt. Vol. 2, 1905-1928. Edited by Elliott Roosevelt 
assisted by James N. Rosenau. Harrap, 21s. D8. 528 pages. 32 plates, includ- 
ing portraits and facsimiles. Diagrams. Genealogical tree. Index. 

This is the second of three volumes which will contain all the personal correspondence 

of President Roosevelt. (The first volume was noticed in British Book News, July 1949.) 
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It gives a picture of the statesman in the formative years during which he came to 
maturity. From 1913-20 he was Assistant Secretary of the Navy, learning constantly 
from the difficulties he encountered. In 1921 began the long struggle with infantile 
paralysis which, says Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt in the foreword she again contributes, 
was ‘the experience, above all others, which shaped my husband’s character along 
more definite lines and gave him a strength and depth that he did not have as a young 
man’. In this volume the letters are fewer and there is more explanatory material. 
(923.173) 
MEMOIRS OF A BRITISH AGENT. Being an Account of the Author’s 
Early Life in Many Lands and of his Official Mission to Moscow in 1918. 
R. H. Bruce Lockhart. Penguin Books, 1s.6d. sC8. 351 pages. Index. Paper 
bound. 


Present-day events invest with fresh interest these recollections by the now famous 
British diplomatist, Sir Robert Bruce Lockhart, of the opening chapters of his career. 
After a period in Malaya, the author went to Moscow in 1912 as a vice-consul and 
remained to become involved in all the turmoil of the Bolshevik revolution. His 
experiences of the Tsarist, Kerensky and Bolshevik regimes and his encounters, as 
British diplomatic agent to the Bolshevik Government, with leading personalities of 
the time, both Russian and Allied, are the major element of this record, which was 
published originally in 1932. (923.242) 


CALL A DOG HERVEY. D. A. Ponsonby. Hutchinson, 18s. D8. 192 pages. 
8 plates (portraits). Index. 
A biography of the family of John Hervey, First Earl of Bristol (1665-1751). Their 
charm was reflected by the saying of Dr. Johnson: ‘If you will call a dog Hervey, I 
shall love him’, and Miss Ponsonby conveys this charm to the reader in her successful 
book. She makes good use of the letter books of the First Earl and the memoirs of his 
most famous son, John, Lord Hervey, the confidant of Queen Caroline, and gives 
much incidental information on social history. (923.242) 


FOUR STUART PORTRAITS. Hugh Ross Williamson. Evans, 10s.6d. D8. 
161 pages. 4 plates (portraits). Bibliography. 
The Rev. Hugh Ross Williamson, the author of an important life of John Hampden 
(1934) and numerous other studies of the early Stuart period, is recognized as a serious, 
if lively, authority on seventeenth-century history. The portraits are of Sir Balthazar 
Gerbier, Bishop Lancelot Andrewes, Sir John Eliot, and Colonel Thomas Rains- 
borough. Gerbier entered the service of the first Duke of Buckingham; he was an art 
collector, a pamphleteer and a Court adventurer; he entertained Rubens, became 
English Resident in Brussels and Master of Ceremonies at the Court of Whitehall. He 
died in obscurity in 1667. Andrewes was a High Churchman, a theologian, the author 
of a book of intense private devotions and a courtier. Eliot is familiar as the leader of 
the party which secured the impeachment of Buckingham and the Petition of Right. 
Rainsborough, leader of the Levellers and enemy of Charles I, was killed before he 
was forty and little is known of his early life, but his death changed the course of 
events. The reassessments of Andrewes and Eliot are of considerable interest, though 
that of the former is not entirely sympathetic. The lives of Gerbier and Rainsborough 
have never before been written and their portraits are sketched with verve. For these 
two studies there is an appendix of authorities and references. The book is introduced 
by a brief survey of London during the reigns of James I and Charles I. (923.242) 
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POLICIES AND POTENTATES. W. M. Hughes. Angus & Robertson (Sydney, 
Australia), 15s. D8. 252 pages. Index. 

The Right Honourable William Morris Hughes has been a member of State and 
Commonwealth Parliaments in Australia for over fifty-six years, having served con- 
tinuously in the latter since its inc _— in 1901 until the present time. During as is 
period he has been Prime Minister of the Commonwealth, Cabinet Minister in ma 
governments and the representative of Australia at many conferences abroad. In this 
‘stroll down the corridors of the years’ this most colourful of Australian politicians 
draws on a rich store of memories to convey his impressions of men and the times in 
which they lived. He covers the period from his first entry into the New South Wales 
Parliament in 1894 up to his attendance at the Peace Conference of 1919, his subjects 
ranging from the Australian statesmen of the time to international figures such as 
Lloyd George, Lord Fisher, and Woodrow Wilson. An earlier volume of memoirs 
appeared in 1947 under the title Crusts and Crusades. (923.294) 


SOUTH AMERICA CALLED THEM. Explorations of the Great Naturalists. 
Victor W. Von Hagen. Hale, 21s. D8. 415 pages. Frontispiece. 22 illustra- 
tions. § maps. Biographical references. Index. 

Dr. Von Hagen has in this volume made a novel and arresting approa ich to the dis- 

covery of South America. His book is concerned with the lives of four scientists who 

made extensive explorations that illuminated not only the continent itself but also 
geography, biology, and botany. The arduous and intensive researches of Charles- 

Marie de la Condamine, Alexander von Humboldt, Charles Darwin, and Richard 

Spruce, produced results that are landmarks in the history of scientific knowledge. 

The first knowledge of platinum, cocaine, curare, guano, the ‘Humboldt current’, 

well as glimpses of the Spanish administration and the new-founded republics, and 

valuable sketches of famous men at early stages of their careers in unf uml ir scenes and 
difficulties are here combined to produce a read ible and unusual book, and it is the 
more to be regretted that the author's style does not match the content. Diagrams, 

illustrations, and bibliography all merit a word of commendation. (925.088) 


AN AUTOBIOGRAPHY. Sir Arthur Keith. Watts, 25s. D8. 721 p 
plates. Index. 
This autobiography of a great anatomist and anthropologist, published in his eighty- 
fifth year, gives a trank account of his humble and early days in Aberdeen, describes 
his associations with great contemporaries, and reveals his tolerant views on man’s 
origins and destiny. Sir Arthur’s interest in primitive man began whilst he was at 
Marischal College when the Darwinian gates were opened for him by Professor John 
Struthers. Sir Arthur was res} ponsible f for saving Darwin’s house for the nation. His: 
considered view that medical men can find no grounds for believing that the brain is 
a dual organ, a compound of spirit and substance, was expressed in his Mond Lecture 
of 1928 and caused an intellectual storm, as did his presidential address at the British 
Association meeting at Leeds in 1927 which was on a similar theme. His whole yen 
makes very interesting reading and the text is relieved by accounts of his socia l and 
domestic life. (02 


FLYING DOCTOR. Clyde Fenton. 3rd edition. Georgian House (Melbourne, 
Australia), 13s.6d. M8. 288 pages. 37 photographs. 

This book, mainly autobiographical, records the highlights of six years of aerial 

medical work in the Northern Territory of Australia prior to 1939. For most of the 
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time Dr. Fenton, who was his own pilot, was operating over an area of half a million 
square miles, sparsely poy ulated, in which every flight was an adventure. In the course 
of those years he covered 250,000 miles in 3,000 hours of flying time. Dr. Fenton’s aim 
has been to produce a story of wide general interest rather than a casebook or a guide 
to the organization of medical services. This third edition contains three supplementary 
chapters on a later experience not included in the first edition of 1947. (926.1) 


PAUL EHRLICH. Martha Marquardt. Introduction by Sir Henry Dale. 
Heiner mann, 25s. D8. 275 pages. Portrait frontispiece. Illustrations. 


Miss Mar« it, for a years Ehrlich’s secretary, has written a sympathetic account 
fF the life > af t 


f the pioneer in chemotherapy, who in 1907 discove red Salvarsan (606), 
the first specific and effective cure for syphilis. This is the only biography which has 
so far appeared. The life story progresses in chronological sequence from Ehrlich’s 
birth in 1854 into a prosperous Jewish family of Strehlen, Upper Silesia, to his death at 
Bad Homburg in 1915, with vivid anecdotes and ch: wrming descriptions of family and 
academic life in that now remote time and se tting. These give life to Miss Marquardt’s 
discriminating portrait of a complex and brilliant personality, of whom The Times 
obituary n¢ tice of 2¢ » August 1915, at a time of international bitterness, said, “The 
whole world at this hour is his debtor’. Sir Henry Dale in a valuable introduction to 

this English editic on indicates the importance of Ehrlich’s work in immunotherapy and 
chemotherapy, the de vain ment of which is ably told throughout the work by Miss 
Marquardt. (926.15) 
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JOHN NASH. Architect to King George IV. John Summerson. 2nd edition. 
Allen & Unwin, 16s. sD8. 299 pages. 25 photographs. 139 text illustrations. 
Map. Bibliography. Appendices. Index. 

[he author’s present well-deserved reputation as the most important and readable 

contemporary English writer on architecture was established in 1935 by this vivid 

biograp hy of an ot tstanding architect and personality of the Regency. The new edi- 

tion is not radically altered, but some fresh material, not available to Mr. Summerson 
fifteen years ago, has enabled him to make several insertions, and to expand, correct 
and improve certain passages. Demolition “by bomb and pick-axe’ has also been 
recorded, and the List of Works, which forms the first of three appendices, has been 
extende | (927.2) 


THE LIVES OF AUTHORS. George Gordon. Chatto & Windus, 10s.6d. D8. 
216 pages. Appendix. 

This posthumous collection of essays on the biographies of writers by a former 
Professor of Poetry and Vice-Chancellor of Oxford University, edited by his wife, 
ranges from early papers to the work of his mature years. Gordon had a lifelong interest 
in biogray s such and a peculiarly human curiosity in the creators of literature. An 
introductory chapter on the ‘Art and Ethics of Biography’ introduces studies of 
Morgann’s essay on Falstaff, which appeared in 1777, of Sir Walter Ralegh, the 
Elizabethan poet and pioneer of colonization, a long chapter on ‘The Youth of 
Milton’, and other chapters on Francis Bacon, Sir Thomas Browne, St. Evremond, 
Sir Walter Scott, Sir Walter Raleigh, the literary critic, and the poet Robert Bridges. 
All the essays are marked by their author’s liveliness and unconventional approach. 

(928.2) 
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PORTRAIT OF A GENIUS, BUT... (The Life of D. H. Lawrence, 1885- 
1930). Richard Aldington. Heinemann, 15s. D8. 373 pages. Frontispiece 
and 18 illustrations. Index. 

Mr. Aldington has written the first objective biography of D. H. Lawrence, which at 

once takes its place as the standard work on the subject. Mr. Aldington has the advan- 

tage of having known Lawrence well without becoming too deeply involved with 
him, and his attitude is one of qualified admiration. He says that as a writer Lawrence’s 
unique quality was his power of bringing the experience of living directly to the reader, 
writing with an almost unexampled vividness. As a man, in his opinions and actions, he 
was unbalanced, arrogant and egotistical. The circumstances of Lawrence’s birth as 
the son of a Nottinghamshire miner, his upbringing, his tuberculosis, his marriage 
to Frieda von Richthofen, his persecution for his German sympathies during World 

War I and his later persecution for certain of his novels, poems and paintings are 

admirably conveyed. There is, however, a certain illogicality in Mr. Aldington’s own 

attitude, since he champions Lawrence as the victim of English prejudice while at the 
same time admitting that Lawrence went out of his way to provoke antagonism. He 
deals sensibly with the attitude of Lawrence’s friends and detractors and those for 

whom he became a cult. (928.23) 


EPISODES BEFORE THIRTY. Algernon Blackwood. New edition. Peter 
Nevill, 15s. D8. 320 pages. Frontispiece and 12 illustrations. Index. 
Readers who are familiar with Algernon Blackwood’s stories of the weird and super- 
natural will discover, with surprise, in this present volume the part played by stark 
realistic experiences as formative influences on this well-known author. The strict 
evangelism of his aristocratic family precluded all knowledge of the world and social 
life, but at 21, with a meagre annual allowance, he was permitted to try to find his feet 
and a livelihood in Toronto. Soon losing his money in a saloon and a dairy business, he 
arrived in New York penniless. Then followed a period of hardship and hunger. He 
tried teaching, posing in studios, crime reporting, hack journalism, and yet another 
unsuccessful financial venture. A staff job on the New York Times brought relative 
security, and, after being secretary to a banker, he felt sufficiently trained and tranquil 
to return to England. The book (which was first published in 1923) contains vivid 
descriptions of conditions, incidents and people and shows the significant mental 
background in which mysticism, Nature, music and poetry kept alive a youthful 
resilience which prevented the sordid from becoming contaminating. (928.23) 


THE CONJURED SPIRIT: sSwiFT. A Study in the Relationship of Swift, 
Stella, and Vanessa. Evelyn Hardy. Hogarth Press, 15s. D8. 280 pages. 8 illus- 
trations. Bibliography. Index. 

Jonathan Swift (1667-1745), one of the greatest figures in English literature and one 

whose writings considerably influenced the politics of his time, has always been a 

problem in character to literary critics and historians alike. This book successfully 

attempts to throw further light on this tortured spirit and the saeva indignatio from 
which, he confessed, only death could release him. The treatment of the subject is 
mainly a psychological interpretation of his early life and of the revelations in his 
writings. The much vexed question of his relations with Stella (Esther Johnson) and 

Vanessa (Esther Vanhomrigh) are dealt with very fully but are not, as with some 

writers, regarded as the chief clue to the frustrations evident in Swift’s character. Miss 

Hardy discusses many of Swift's works, and relates his varied political, social and 

religious activities and predilections. The book is well documented and is a valuable 
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contribution to our knowledge of a man of whom it was said, ‘It is impossible to read 
him without admiration and without pity’. (928.27) 


LEG IRONS ON WINGS. James Francis Dwyer. Georgian House (Melbourne, 
Australia), 1 ss. D8. 284 pages. 
Well known in the United States of America, Great Britain and France as a short- 
story writer of great ability and output, James Francis Dwyer here tells his life story. 
Born in Camden in New South W: om s in 1874, he was convicted in his youth on a 
charge of attempted fraud but was determined to overcome this stigma. After serving 
his sentence he journeyed, in 1906, first to London and then to New York, where, 
after employment in various occupations, he achieved success as a short-story writer. 
The second half of the book is concerned mainly with his subsequent travels, including 
periods in Europe and Africa. He is at present living in France. Written in a vigorous 
style, it is an autobiography which commands interest and stimulates as the story of a 
man’s determination and triumph. (928.289994) 
World War II 
EIGHT YEARS OVERSEAS, 1939-1947. Lord Wilson. Foreword by 
General Eisenhower. Hutchinson, 25s. R8. 286 pages. 24 photographs. 
8 maps. 2 endpaper maps. Index. 
seginning with Egypt in the summer of 1939, this book covers the Field Marshal’s 
war experiences in the Middle East and the Mediterranean up to the end of 1944 and 
then the subsequent two years at Washington when he was head of the British Forces 
Staff Mission. It is written with a view to describing not only the circumstances and 
considerations which led to the main strategical and tactical decisions in the various 
campaigns of the two theatres of war, but also to bring out the many and varied other 
proble ‘ms with which a commander is faced in war. Lord Wilson commanded an 
overseas force far distant from Great Britain before the tide of war had turned in 
favour of the Allies; his resources in men and material were strictly limited, but the 
political and para-military problems were many. The narrative opens when the author 
was appointed to command the British Troops in Egypt where his immediate task 
on the outbreak of war was the land defence of the sea routes through the Mediterra- 
nean and Red Sea. Then follows an account of the operations in the Western Desert 
and Cyrenaica from May 1940 to February 1941, when he commanded the British 
forces sent to the aid of Greece. At the end of the Greek drama, the story moves to 
Palestine, Syria, Lebanon, Persia and Iraq covering the period from May 1941 to 
February 1943, when Lord Wilson took over the Middle East Command. Early in 
1944 he was given complete command of the Mediterranean Theatre and he here 
recounts the war in the Balkans, the conclusion of the Italian campaign and the 
liberation of Greece. At the end of the year he proceeded to Washington as head of 
the British Joint Staff Minion, his eighth and final appointment during the war. In 
the last chapter of this detailed and fluent story he gives a picture of the work of the 
Combined Chiefs of Staff in Washington and the manner in which the fighting services 
of the English-speaking nations created a precedent in the higher direction of war. 
General Eisenhower, who writes the Foreword, says, ‘the book cannot fail to be a 
worthy addition to the literature of war’; it is safe to say it will remain a standard 
work for a long time to come. (940.541) 








OVERTURE TO OVERLORD. Sir Frederick Morgan (cossac). Hodder & 

Stoughton, 20s. M8. 296 pages. 2 diagrams. 1 map. 2 endpaper maps. Index. 
Operation OVERLORD was the name given to the Allied invasion across the English 
Channel planned to take place early in 1944. In March 1943 General Morgan was 
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appointed Chief of Staff to the Supreme Allied Commander (designate) and headed an 
organization familiarly known as ‘“Cossac’ which was set up to ‘give cohesion and 
impetus’ to the preparations until the direction was taken over by General Eisenhower. 
General Morgan opens his story with an account of his personal background imme- 
diately prior to his ; ap pointment. The task allotted to ‘Cossac’ was threefold: first, an 
elaborate scheme of diversionary operations; second, a quick return to the Continent 
in the event of German disintegration; and finally, a full-scale assault. The second was 
never called into operation but the preparation of all three is described. The first led to 
the assault on North Africa and, although entirely dissimilar from the invasion of 
North-West Europe, the experience gained proved invaluable in planning the details 
for the master plan, OVERLORD. After discussions at the highest level in the United 
States, the planning staff became an operational staff and the work went forward. In 
the counclding chapters of this extremely interesting book, General Morgan tells of 
the varied material and mechanical devices invented expressly for OVERLORD and 
gives his personal impressions of *Cossac’. General Eisenhower writes in the foreword, 
‘no other man is so well qualified as is General Morgan to provide the record of the 
important features and problems in the development of the OVERLORD Operation 
from a strategic conception into a final attack plan’. (940.542) 
Scotland 
THE BURIED BARONY. Alasdair Alpin MacGregor. Hale, 12s.6d. D8. 
178 pages. Coloured frontispiece. 54 photographs. 
Mr. MacGregor is well known as a travel writer with a sense of history and a command 
of an easy style. His new book is a miscellany of some byways of Scottish history and 
their geographical setting: a thriving Barony overwhelmed by sandstorms: a sunken 
galleon of the Spanish Armada; a tribe of Border gipsies « lmost extinct; the murder of 
Colin C campbe ‘Il of Glenure, and the Covenanters and the Conventicle their descen- 
dants still hold. The work is informative and most readable, with a full complement of 
anecdotes. The illustrations are principally from the author’s own attractive photo- 
graphs. (941) 
Britain 
THE BATTLEFIELDS OF ENGLAND. Alfred H. Burne. Methuen, 21s. D8 
34 pages. 32 sketch maps. 9 panoramas. Bibliography. Index. 
No comprehensive attempt has been made in the perros century to describe the home 
battlefields on many of which English history has been shaped. This book, which deals 
with the nineteen princip: il battles, is prim: arily designed to fill this g ap oad to provide 
guidance and information not otherwise readily procurable. Colonel Burne accom- 
plishes this by careful verbal descriptions and clear maps supplemented where neces- 
sary by panoramas. The selected battles are as follows: Badon; Ashdown; Hastings; 
Evesham; Shrewsbury; St. Albans (first and second); Towton; Barnet; Tewkesbury; 
Boswerth; Flodden; Edgehill; Newbury (first and second); Marston Moor; Naseby; 
Worcester; and Sedgemoor. The author has gone to the original sources for his facts, 
and his conclusions are in most cases at variance with those of Sir James Ramsay, the 
generally accepted guide in these matters. His assessments and judgments should prove 
of value to students of military history and of interest to the general reader. (942) 
A HISTORY OF ENGLAND FROM THE COMING OF THE ENGLISH 
TO 1918. Keith Feiling. Macmillan, 30s. M8. 1,263 pages. 13 coloured 
maps. Genealogical tables. Lists of dates. Bibliography. Index 
The Chichele Professor of Modern History in Oxford University has written A History 
of England in an attempt to meet the need for such a narrative within one volume for 
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the general reader, for university students and for the senior forms of schools. Professor 


Feiling has adopted J. R. Green’ s classic Short History of the English People (1874) as his 
- aa ) ] ° . 

model, employing the same narrative form. But he provides much that was missing 

from Green’s work and qu ilifies and reverses Green’s conclusions in the light of subse- 


quent discoverics and the changed outlook of modern scholarship. His emphasis is on 
the State, whereas that of Green was on the People; he devotes much more space to 
Scottish and Irish history and to foreign affairs. He describes in detail the development 
of the British dominion overseas. Emphasis is laid on the centuries during which Britain 
became and remained great power, 500 B + te are devoted to the last 400 years. In 





I 
Ire vely an’s standard Hist ry o f England (1926), it 1s nearly 
more stress on economic hist« ry. The | oe ok includes a prelude 


1e island before the coming of the English and a section entitled 
it from 1919 to 1938. The maps are clear, each chapter has a list 


gy 2 a : 
rary dates and there is an excellent full index of nearly 100 pages which 
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. .n m + | ks fi r 1; ; 
es OF each erson mentioned. T ie lis t of | books for furt! om r reading 1S 
. I 
n ipters. [his most Careiuu written account of the wh o] le of Eng rlish 


ranged DY « 


history will arouse much discussic n. (942 


DISAGREEMENTS. A Polemic on Culture in the Engli ish Democracy. R. C. 


4 
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Churchill. Secker & Warburg, 12s.6d. D8. 286 pages. 
he author maintains that the time is ripe for a consideration of the relation between 
culture and democracy since thinkers of widely different views agree in their unhappy 
w of contemporary culture. He explains why he concentrates on English culture 
id puts the question. “What is wrong with democ1 icy that, in its comparative hey- 
lay, it is failing to produce a cultured civilization?’ By way of definitions he uses and 





. Maritain’s statement that a ‘civilization is deserving of the name only 
1 é , - . 1 ae 
truly human and therefore mainly intellectual and spiritual develop- 
m contention that ‘democracy improved to its logical conclusions is 
| g 





} ’ " A 
tional government’. He proceeds to examine the diagnoses and 
; “eter abe “ple ees ; : : 
lutions of various schools of thought: the Marxist, the Conservative, the agricultur: 
nd the ¢ 1olic. Finally > l 


i 


ally, he expresses his own views on the part played in national 





\ he ra ght, legislation, etc. and what, in his opinion, are 
the factors militating aga it. His survey of } previous ages confirms him in the belief 
that English culture is pane yminat tly d lemocratic aa that, with a long view, pessi- 
mism is unjustifiable. This is not a book of invective but one of clear and often hard- 
hitting argument, and, as such, merits close attention. (942. 
Russia 


PETER THE GREAT AND THE OTTOMAN EMPIRE. B. H. Sumner. 
Blackwell (Oxford), 6s. C8. 80 pages. Paper bound. 
The War¢ f All Souls College, Oxford, has written a brief but important and well 
unotated stu Peter’s relations with the Ottoman empire. They were direct and 
continuous to an extent that was new in Russian history. The alliance with Poland 
(1686) against Turkey marked the first appearance of Russia alongside of a European 
coalition and in 1711 Russia had stood out openly for the first time as the champion in 
arms of the Orthodox in other parts. The gaining of permanent diplomatic representa- 
tion at Constantinople put Russia on a footing of equality with other European powers. 
Mr. omen r is the author of Surv ey of Russian History (1944), a remarkable achieve- 
ment in reading history back from the present situation. (947.05) 
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MOSCOW MISSION, 1946-1949. Walter Bedell Smith. Heinemann, 153. 

D8. 345 pages. 19 illustrations. Index. 
As Chief-of-Staff to General Eisenhower in North Africa and Western Europe during 
the Second World War, General Bedell Smith was already known to the Russians 
when he was appointed United States Ambassador at Moscow early in 1946. During the 
three vital years he was there the curtain round the U.S.S.R. grew thicker and more 
impenetrable, but he set himself to prepare an appreciation of the Soviet regime, both 
as it exists in Russia and in its relation to the West. His impressions and conclusions are 
set out in this well-balanced and instructive book. They cover a wide field and include: 
Stalin and his function; the Politbureau and its members; the mechanism of a Police 
State; Russia’s industrial and military potential; the effects of the Tito schism; the 
post-war Five Year Plan; Soviet policy and its objectives; the Orthodox Church and 
the survival of Christian Faith; and how foreigners live in Russia. The author sticks to 
the facts and bases his views on them, though, like all foreigners residing in Russia, his 
contacts were strictly limited and supervised. He managed, however, to find sources 
of independent information, which he knew how to assess. (947.084) 


Pakistan 
THE MAKING OF PAKISTAN. Richard Symonds. Faber & Faber, 12s.6d. D8. 
227 pages. 3 maps. Bibliography. Index. 

The first book to be published in England on the new state of Pakistan, this provides a 
lucid exposition of the how, why and wherefore of the country’s creation. In the early 
chapters are examined its evolution and its progress since 1947, and the second section 
is devoted to a study of Pakistan’s economic resources and social and political scene, 
each of the various Provinces undergoing separate scrutiny. The author’s first-hand 
acquaintance with the problems of the Indo-Pakistan sub-continent dates from his 
service with the India Section of the Friends Ambulance Unit in 1942-4 and was 
broadened by his work as Deputy Director of Relief and Rehabilitation to the Govern- 
ment of Bengal in 1944-5. During the 1947 disorders in the Punjab he again assisted 
in relief work, later becoming a member of the Secretariat of the United Nations 
Commission for India and Pakistan. Still further understanding was acquired by a 
subsequent tour of the country in an unofficial capacity. From such experience Mr. 
Symonds is able to examine with insight the implications of ‘Islamic socialism’ in 
relation to the latest developments and the chief factors influencing Pakistan’s foreign 
policy. A concluding essay on the culture of Pakistan is contributed by the Karachi 
scholar, Professor Ahmed Ali, known for his translations of Urdu, Chinese and 
Indonesian poetry. (954) 


Africa 
THE GOLD COAST. Florence M. Bourret. Oxford University Press, 18s. M8. 
242 pages. 2 maps. Bibliography. Index. 

This is an important survey of the development of the Gold Coast and British Togo- 
land between the years 1919 and 1946, by an American historian and university teacher. 
Whilst sympathetic to African aspirations to self-government, it appraises the work of 
men like Sir Gordon Guggisberg, Sir Alan Burns, and on the African side Dr. Aggrey 
and Sir Ofori Atta. The survey ends with the disturbances of 1948 and the Watson 
report, too early, that is, to make reference to the Coussey report on the Constitution. 
Even so the author’s conclusion is that “In the very encouraging progress which the 
Gold Coast has already made, the value of co-operation between indigenous peoples 
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and a metropolitan power is abundantly clear . . . Such progress is advancing the De- 


1 
pendency to a position wl 


. ; 
ere it can stand alone, having achieved a form of democracy 
od 1 
which is not an artificial imposition from without, but an indigenous growth from the 
roots of its own African traditions and culture.’ (966.7) 


ANNUAL REPORT ON UGANDA FOR THE YEAR 1948. Colonial Office. 
H.M. re al Office, 2s.6d. D8. 103 pages. 8 photographs. Map. Tables. 
Bibliography. Paper bound. 

The year 1948 was marked by important developments in local and central govern- 

ment, particularly in the delegation of administrative and financial responsibility to 

local authorities. The East African High Commission and the East African Central 

Legislative Assembly have come into being and it is moped - it the unified administra- 

tion of vi rious public utilities throughout the area will result in considerable benefit to 

the inhabitants. A census was taken during the year. (967.61) 





FOUNDERS OF RHODESIA. G. H. Tanser. Oxford University Press (Cape 
Town, South Africa), 6s.6d. C8. 80 pages. 7 portraits. Endpaper maps. 
The author, who Bulawayo schoolmaster, sketches the pioneering history of 
Rhodesia as lived by the men who brought the territory under British rule. He sets 
out clearly the part played by Rhodes, Jameson, Beit, Selous, Fairbridge, Metcalfe, 
nd Pauling, with portraits taken from originals in the Central African Archives. 
Endpaper maps show the routes followed in the opening-up of the country by the 
pioneers, and the devel 


€ opment of the railway system. As the writer explains, this 
information is not readily available other than in solid volumes of history, and the work 
1 


is suitable either for the general reader or the school library shelf. (968.9) 


| 
1 
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Mexico 
HISTORY OF THE CONQUEST OF MEXICO. Witha Preliminary View of 
the Ancient Mexican Civilisation and the Life of the Conqueror Hernando 
Cortéz. Willi 1m Prescott. Edited by John Foster Kirk. Allen & Unwin, 
ss. D8. 735 pages. Appendix. Index. (Standard Authors Library) 
Prescott’s work still holds its place today (although much further research has been 
done on the overthrow of the Aztec civilization in Mexico) by the broad sweep of his 


unvas and the massive accumulation of his detail. First pul lished in 1843, it has 
behind it almost a lifetime of study and p reparation of original materials, in which it 
was indeed notably rich. Manuscript sor sas from several countries went to its making. 


1 


Although he never lost sight of the main narrative, Prescott constructed a convincing 
pattern of contemporary circumstance by his unfailing quotation of sources and 
revealing anecdote and personal impressions. Though marred somewhat by religious 
prejudice, it remains magisterial history and a classic for the period. To the student of 
Hispanic America its reprinting at a low price is most opportune. (972) 


Turks and Caicos Islands 
ANNUAL REPORT ON THE TURKS AND CAICOS ISLANDS FOR THE 
YEAR 1948. Colonial Office. H.M. Stationery Office, 1s.3d. D8. 25 pages. 


6 ete Map. Tables. Bibliography. Paper bound. 


A development plan envisaging agricultural, educational, and public health improve- 
ments, as well as minor public works, was approved by the Secretary of State; but it is 
appreciated that the financial position of the Col my after the cessation of assistance 


from England under the Colonial Development and Welfare scheme will not be easy 


-7)2 
$03 








Increased revenue depends largely on the improvement of the important salt industry 
and a very thorough survey of it has been made with a view to development by the 
Colonial Development Corporation. (972.96) 
Spanish America 
BRITISH CONTRIBUTIONS TO SPANISH AND SPANISH-AMERICAN 
stTupiEs. J. C. J. Metford. Longmans, Green for The British Council, 
2s.6d. D8. 86 pages. Frontispiece. 11 illustrations. Index. Paper bound. 
(British Contributions Series) 
In this short evaluation of the British share in making known outside Spain the life, 
history, and cultural achievements of the Spanish people, Mr. Metford, Lecturer in 
the Department of Hispanic Studies in the University of Glasgow, at once demolishes 
two misconceptions—the leyenda negra, or ‘black legend’ of a country left behind in 
the Middle Ages, and the ‘romantic legend’, whose genesis may be traced to the 
Romantic Movement, Byron’s Don Juan and the reaction to the standardization of 
life which followed the Industrial Revolution. There follows a succinct account of the 
cultural contacts between Britain and Spain from the fifteenth century to the present 
day, which, in spite of political and religious antagonisms and warfare, have been 
steadily fruitful. Mr. Metford’s discussion of the work of the British scholars, teachers, 
and translators in furthering Spanish studies is both lively and informative. The final 
section deals with the shorter but almost equally varied connections of Britain with the 
Spanish-Amcrican colonies and republics, and considers the special literature which was 
the outcome of these connections. (980) 
FICTION 
General 
FASTER! FASTER! Patrick Bair. Eyre & Spottiswoode, gs.6d. C8. 228 pages. 
Mr. Bair’s satirical fantasy takes place aboard a train, which symbolizes modern civi- 
lization, with allegorical divisions between the classes: the luxurious front coaches 
belong to the bosses, the squalid rear coaches to the workers. The train is run by the 
company for the company on a circular track through a dying countryside. It is forced 
onwards to greater and greater speeds with the sole purpose of keeping itself running. 
After the inevitable crash, the workers, who alone survive, take over—to reproduce 
the same kind of system. The central character, Chapel, who is travelling first class, is 
suddenly demoted to third for some unexplained inefficiency, where he has to clean 
shoes and wash dishes. Under these conditions, he acquires a new understanding of 
life and falls in love with Marion Killick, who is travelling in the same compartment. 
When the rebuilt train moves off, Chapel and Marion remain behind to begin a new 
life together. Much of the writing and imaginative detail is admirable. 


MY TIME, MY LIFE. George Camden. Dent, 8s.6d. C8. 254 pages. 
George Camden’s largely autobiographical novel gives an account of the ordinary 
poor man’s war and of the heroism of the people of the East End of London during 
the German air raids. Written in an authentic ‘Cockney’ idiom, it follows the fortunes 
of Bill, who works in a munition factory, and is valuable as showing the attitude of 
the English working class to World War IL. 


A TREE OF NIGHT and Other Stories. Truman Capote. Heinemann, 8s.6d. 
C8. 216 pages. 

Mr. Capote is a young American who has already published Osher Voices, Other 

Rooms, which proved a success in both America and Britain. These eight short stories 
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reveal a strange and exciting talent; Mr. Capote writes a delicate and precise prose, 
and in the majority of these stories he creates a fantasy world, where, nevertheless, 
leaam and a stark realism are inextricahly inter: ven and which is brill ly infused 
aream and a Stark realism are InextricaDly interwoven ana which 1s brilliantly inftusec 





with beauty—and terror. Some of the stories are more realistic than others, but every- 
} 7 1 ‘ ' 8 } 
where the characters are t ible: the strange little girl ‘Miss Bobbit’, aged ten, 





with a passion for dancing by herself, whose 

h a mysterious mistress whom he never really 

knows, but who is, yet, inevitably a part of himself; the bewildered and helpless 

middle-aged widow who is haunted by an atroci ious child—these, and 
1) 





1ity and acumen make young and old 


in awe OF her; the museum curator wit 
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= hk lak! tal } | - } >» 7 r , ¥ 
many other studi § in the odd or the macabre, lin 





MASCARADE. Gabricl Chevallier. Translated from the French by Jocelyn 





and The Euffe Inheritance here 


© ctrar three af hich il er > 
rt stories, thres ft which l rate 





1 tragedy of living in a fool’s 
Way Street a man, during the German occupation of Paris, becomes a 
1 
le 





. : : 4 P - ’ . ord 
uaborator to show his trecdom from irksome rerulations. In The 
1 


Parrot a murderer thinks he has escaped from an obsession and the results of his crime 
by becoming an ultra-respectable none tity in a distant town. The Buried Treasure 
shows the false security an old man has created in the thought of a treasure he has 

one is equally fatal. The fourth story, 
Aunt Zoe, is c rned with the theme that ‘all sorts of things happen in families’, 


-asant aunt. The author in these skilful stories 





buried years before. The disillusi 





even the conven itd 








concentrates on character as productive of inci 

SECRET ALI John Cousins. Jonathan Cape, 9s.6d. IC8. 256 pages. 

The scene of Mr. Cousins s novel 1 post-war Crete. Three men who had we rked 

together in the Royal Air Force visit a cuerrilla chieftain to whom, d World 

14 1 ae ree RE R 1 

War II, they had dropped arms and supplies. But they soon find themselves involved in 

t onfused political aftermath of the war. Angus Frazer, Mr. Cousins’s hero, decides 

that in such matters a man must rely upon his own judgment of what is right and 

wrong; Henri, the half-Frenchman wants, in a cynical spirit, to reveal the arms-cache, 
- 7 1 ] 7 7 . - . 7 r 

after the guerrilla leader has been killed, to Demetrias, the Communist leader: Tom, 


who plays the part of a htcenth-century English squire, wants to reveal it to the 


1 Pe . ’ : 
law. Mr. Cousin ives a leisurely picture of post-war Crete with some classical Greek 
reminiscences and some modern comment. But the theme of the book, which suffers 


from a certain healthy naiveté of approach, is the search for personal integrity among 


MAN IN BONY. Denys Craig. Introduction by Joyce Cary. Gollancz, 


‘ . 1 ‘ ' -_ . . 
in this book, is converted to Koman Catholicism as a 


hid, and, after fifteen years training in Europe, returns to work in his native West 








African vill is a medical mission ry. At first appr *hensive that he has lost touch 
1 , | 1 7 | 1: 1 ° | ° 
With nis peo] nd their customs, he soon realizes that he is involved in a mental and 
1 


struggle with the native religion, with his own African upbringing helping 


the enemy. He tries to rationalize his attitude, and especially his participation in the 
‘rain dance , but the influence of the village sorceress reduces him to despair. He 
j 1 ’ 1 , “cr . . ‘ ' 

lenounces her but she sav is life, hoping to exploit his medical knowledge. Finally, 


4 
1 1 17 ] a cS 
he is banished. This is an old theme convincingly worked out. There are powerful 


descriptions ot African scenes, customs and ritual. 








THE BEAUTIFUL visit. Elizabeth Jane Howard. Jonathan Cape, 12s.6d. 
C8. 368 pages. 

A most promising first novel, which is concerned with a young girl whose horizons 
are greatly widened by a momentous visit to distant relatives. This brings romance, 
briefly, into her life and has repercussions that ultimately enable her to free herself 
from a family life that was stifling her potentialities. Her story occupies the years 
before, during and immediately after the First World War. There is no plot to speak 
of, and the book is overlong, with an ending that betrays unsureness, but it has a 
lingering charm and it records with acute perception the minutiae of day-to-day 
existence and shows a sensitive understanding of a young girl's feelings and emotional 
frustration. 


THE OUTER EDGES. Charles Jackson. Peter Nevill, 8s.6d. 1C8. 248 pages. 
In his new novel, Mr. Jackson, author of The Lost Weekend, has drawn his characters 
from semi-smart American suburbia: highly paid business men and their wives and 
mistresses. The story recounts the subtle repercussions on this group of the brutal 
murder of two children by a juvenile delinquent. The style is a model of brevity, both 
in the evocation of scenic and atmospheric background and in the snatches of dialogue 
which are all that the author allows us to overhear under the high pressure of his 
narrative. 


WITHIN THE LABYRINTH. Norman Lewis. Jonathan Cape, 9s. C8. 258 
pages. 

Manning is a Field Security Sergeant serving in a remote and disorderly town in the 
south of Italy at some period after the close of the Italian campaign in World War IL. 
He feels that he has wasted his time in Iraq, Egypt and elsewhere and that the moment 
has come for him to do some useful work, but he slowly disintegrates under the hot 
sun and the local corruption. He is an English idealistic simpleton who merely becomes 
the tool of the Machiavellian Marshal of Carabinieri. Unfortunately, the author’s 
cynical treatment of the Mayor and the Marshal hardly coalesces with the self-pity 
which Manning feels for himself. The scenes, however, are vivid and the character 
drawing incisive. 

WEEK-END AT zUYDCOOTE. Robert Merle. Translated from the French 

by K. Rebillon-Lambley. Lehmann, 9s.6d. C8. 256 pages. 

This is a story of five French soldiers stranded at Zuydcoote during the evacuation of 
the British Army from Dunkirk, an operation that offered them no escape. Awaiting 
capture or death, they react to the strain and confusion each in his own way. One is 
preoccupied with the messing arrangements, another with the possession of a bren-gun, 
and another with the chance of profiteering. Although one of them said to Maillet, 
the chief character, who nearly escaped with the British, “Everything that happens to 
you seems to fit in somehow’, it applied equally to all, even to the fate they met in the 
end. The story is well translated, and with a stark realism, in scene, incident and lan- 
guage, conveys the nervous strain underlying the attempts of men to hold on to a 
normality when they are caught up in disaster. Week-end at Zuydcoote was awarded the 
Prix Goncourt for 1949. 


A STRANGER ON THE STAIR. Chapman Mortimer. Hart-Davis, 8s.6d. 
L.Post 8. 172 pages. 


The ‘stranger on the stair’ of Mr. Mortimer’s novel is the respectable disapproving 
brother of the artist Charles, who has fallen to his death from the window of a French 
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tenement. ‘The story is mainly told by Charles’s friend Edouard, as he explains to the 
brother the circumstances which led up to the tragedy. It is an economical and beauti- 
fully shaped book. The author has the painter’s eye for the thing seen and the poet’s 
response to the confused significance of things felt. The story is the tragedy of a man 
who lacks, and seeks, assurance of his own masculinity, and the squalor of the tene- 
ment is paralleled by the spiritual horrors that lie at the root of Charles’s experience. 
Mr. Chapman Mortimer is a new talent from whom much may be expected. 


THE MAGNIFICENT MACDARNEY. John D. Sheridan. Dent, 9s.6d. 1C8. 
280 pages. 

[his is the story of a flamboyant failure defeated by his own weaknesses, a self- 
deceiver who deceives no one else for long and brings nothing but trouble to his family. 
But his character leaves its mark, particularly upon his daughter, whose experience of 
his behaviour helps her finally to resolve her own problem. The setting is Dublin, well 
evoked by an author who grew up in it. Simplicity of style adds strength to his 
narrative and breadth of understanding makes very human people of characters whose 
domestic vicissitudes afe by no means uncommon. The book is published in Eire and 
Northern Ireland by the Talbot Press. 


HENRY PLUMDEW: His Memoirs, Experiences and Opinions, 1938-1948. 

C. E. Vulliamy. Michael Joseph, 12s.6d. L.Post 8. 294 pages. Frontispiece. 
In this fictional biography, or biographical fiction, of Henry Plumdew, an eccentric 
and cultured elderly gentleman who spends the ten recorded years of his life moving 
between London and Wales, C. E. Vulliamy gives an amusing and tragic account of 
the advent of World War II, the air raids, the Civil Defence, and the Home Guard. 
These portions of his book, for all their mock solemnity, are in reality serious and 
informed reporting which may well be of value to the historian of the future. His 
opinions on such subjects as the bombing of Hiroshima and the Nuremberg trials, are 
equally serious and valuable and assort ill with the satirical portrait of Henry 
Plumdew himself and such characters as Doosie Prett, the poetess, Major Bloodway- 
Billington and Edith Plumdew, the gaunt and domineering spinster. Mr. Vulliamy 
seems to have been in two minds when he wrote his book, which is both continuously 
witty and admirably written, and the reader is left in doubt whether Plufhdew is 


intended as a self-portrait or a character in his own right. 


THE LOST TRAVELLER. Antonia White. Eyre & Spottiswoode, 10s.6d. 1C8. 
314 pages. 

Clara, the adolescent heroine of Antonia White’s second novel, is the daughter of an 
unusually gifted classical master at a London school, who, by becoming a Catholic 
convert at the age of thirty-five, has compromised his chances of preferment in his 
profession. Claude Batchelor’s marriage to a rather foolish woman of somewhat 
higher social standing than himself has been almost equally unsuccessful. The author 
gives a brilliant picture of the Batchelor household with its various trying relations 
and friends. Clara has to leave her convent school, because her parents can no longer 
afford to keep her there, and eventually becomes a governess to a little boy in a large 
house in the country. The difficulties of her position there, which culminate in 
tragedy, lead to a nervous breakdown. The implication of the last pages points to her 
becoming a nun. The book, which has an emotional power which had led some to 
compare it to the work of Charlotte Bront®, is set mainly in the Kensington area of 
London in 1914 and the early years of World War I. 
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Crime, Detection and Mystery 
THE SUMMER SCHOOL MySTERY. Josephine Bell. Methuen, 9s.6d. C8. 


200 pages. 


The setting for this ingenious story is a summer school of music at which the body of a 
strangled girl is discovered in horrifying circumstances during a rehearsal. Dr. David 
a ; 1 Cc . ’ } 1 . 
Wintringham comes upon his first real clue in the taste in dress of the murdered girl, 
and thereafter progresses steadily towards the solution in spite of every attempt to 
obstruct him and an attack on his life. Despite one or two untidy ends the story is well 

Cc 1 , ° 
put together and provides good exercise for the re ler’s wits. 
; 1 1 g: 1 ’ —_ 
CAT AND MOUSE. Christianna Brand. Mic iael Joseph, gs.6d. C8. 240 pages. 
Departing from her usual stvle, Miss Brand ventured into melodrama, with great 
; : gee : 
success. All the ingredients that one looks for are there: a distressed, appealing heroine 
in Katinka Jones, editor of the ‘frien 
intrigued by letters from a correspone 


1 - , 1 . 
uy advice page of a woman $ paper, wno Is so 


mo 


signing herself * Amista’ that she goes to call 
upon her; an isolated house in the W elsh mountains that is obviously the repository 
of a sinister secret; and a handsome recluse, the subject of Amista’s letters, who denies 
Amista’s existence. But Katinka is not convinced and persists with inquiries that lead 
her into grave danger. The author handl s her material with ingenuity and skill, 
from their romantic 


adding to her character Haya, stroke ¢ until ¢ they emerge clearl\ 
background and gradually increasing the suspense until the final horrifying climax. It 





is a book that most readers will fine ad it dificult to put joo 


. 2 4 ‘ i) a | . “© 

NO DUTY ON A_ cCorRpPSE. Max Murray. Michael Joseph, 8s.6d. C8 
208 pages es 

The murder, on board a luxury liner, of a young woman who is carrying across the 


Atlantic a too-revealing book of memoirs for publication in America, places upon 


¢ 1 1¢ 1 ~1 1 - 
Peter Almsford, who is on board for a hidden purpose of his own, the onus of bring- 
; > ngs 
ing the murderer to book. This he does, not without trouble complicated by the 
, 


mischievous aid of one girl and the distrust of another. The writing is deft and pointed, 
§ | 
di 


7 7 “ 1 ] . , 1 
the dialogue, of which there is a great deal, a convincing index to character, and th 
whole is a most entertaining exercise in the complexities of detection. 
I 


REPRINTS 
TY) 1 ° 

SEVEN MEN—AND TWO OTHERS. Max Beerbohm. Heinemann, 10s.6d. 

IC8. 291 pages. 
See A CHRISTMAS GARLAND, page 404. 

1 ' ° 1 = “e -_ 
PRESTER JOHN. John Buchan. Pan Books, 2s. in the United Kingdom; 
] %oO ~ . - .] 

1s.6d. elsewhere. sC8. 222 pages. Sketch map. Paper bound. 
John Buchan (1875-1940), afterwards Lord Tweedsmuir, was an eminent public 
figure who wrote many books, but his name lives in the affections of the general 
reader as a master of the adventure story. Prester John (first published in 1910) is an 
outstanding exam} le of his craft. The tale is related by David Crawfurd, ; y and 
resourceful young Scot who, in the early 1900s, is starting his career as a store sieunet 
in a desolate spot in the far north of the Transvaal; the uneasy atmosphere of the place 
is early apparent—there are hints of illicit d 






nd broking, portents of native risings. 
Dominating the book is the monumental figure of the Kaffir, the Rev. John Laputa, 
who poses as the ee set of Prester John 
century, and is engaged in a fanatic’s strug 












, King of Abyssinia in the fifteenth 
le for power over the natives and in insur- 
rection against the whites. “ .puta | slay ys many parts—the C hristian Minister, priest and 
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cated man id ¢ $ an uncanny lation, even over Crawfurd. The strange and 
, : , - 
dramatic incidc¢ t tl d to I puta § fi 1 o7 throw go to make a narrative tense 
in excitement and, also, informed by sharp character « i 


A GENTLE CREATURE and Other Stories. Fyodor Dostoevsky. Translated 


from the Russian with an Introduction by David Magarshack. Lehmann, 
8s.6d. C8. 272 pages. (The Chiltern Libra 


In the smaller works of Dostoevs cy, remarks Mr. M garshack, ‘we find reflected as 





1a convex mirt whol of his world, concentrated with a gem-like 
brilliance and startling clarit h works as Memoirs from a Dark Cellar and The 
Dreams of a Ridiculous Man which, the translator maintains, show that he was capable 
of surveying the human scene with complete detachment and give the reader a clearer, 
f not deeper t int S gel | stories in t volume, which include Whit 
\ , Lhe I f, The Christi Tree and a Wedding, The Peasant Marey, th« 
tl t il { 1 nentiol | irc ri i in clr hy yn ] 1c l equence¢ 
in order to gi n idea of the growth of Dostoevsl y's *nius. In The Honest TI ief and 
White Nights we find the first statement of the central idea of the novel Crime and 
Punishment. In 1849, tl ter these were written, Dostoevsky was arrested and 
sent to Siberia. His acx t of his visit to London in ¢! 10s is given here for the first 


AST, NOW WEST. Susan Ertz. Lehmann, 6s. sC8. 254 pages. (Tlie 








rous New York business man, is persuaded by his wife, 

I n. Alth motional, selfish and snobbish, and armed with 

introductions to all ple’, ery | bition overreaches 
itself. Having | ivolved in a disillusioning intrigue, she insists on returning to 


( 
America, much to the sorrow of her sincere and dutiful husband, to whom England 

: gee “ae “s : 
has now become congenial. The book is not only remarkable for its brilliant and witty 


] ‘ 1+] j 





: hee Hse >is tee + 

characterization and the ease and charm with which it is written, but it is of interest as 
. - a =e 1 oS Y s 

giving a pictur > vanished England of the 1920s through American eyes. It was 

first published in 1927 


Box ks, 1s.6d. sC8. 
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The central figure « ott Fitzgerald’s novel is a man whose life is built on fantasy. In 
spite of the fa ( becomes famous for the lavishness of his parties at his Long 
: ; . ‘ “ 

Island home, | rs co his guests as a curiously unsubstantial figure without either 

Sei ee ee Fue evestls ta that he wlan tebe PT steal ree “a 

icCKETO he truth 1s that he plays the} irtor i fimaicio solely to impre S 

J 1 1 z ] 11 1 j 1 af 1 al 1. i ow j nae “d fi : 

4 Giri ne id once V 1 Nas had to leave and about Whom he has areamed for 

; : oe : 

years. The dream has long since ceased to have any connection with reality and only 

, 1 , 11-1 1 . : - 4 ¢ ‘c 

death can dispel it. First published in 1926, this novel is redolent of the atmosphere of 
America of the 1920s. The author died in 1941. 


SALAMBO. Gustave Flaubert. Translated from the French by Powys 


“> Soe ~ 2 — aS a7 ; ™ ° hs aoe 
Mathers. Introduction by Gerard Hopkins. Folio Society: Cassell, 16s. M8. 
) 


“Not to know Salambo’, says Mr. Hopkins, ‘is to be icnorant of one of the monuments 
’ : ; — - 1 ’ ’ 
of the European genius.’ It is not only the great French novelist’s masterpiece, but a 





novel unique in European literature, ‘a vast pyramid of fitted detail’. Flaubert gave 
five years of concentrated reading in history and archaeology to the accumulation of 
the detail which gives such remarkable actuality to this panorama of life in ancient 
Carthage between the First and Second Punic Wars. Salambo was first published in 
1862; Powys Mathers’s fine and faithful translation appeared in 1931, and is here 
reprinted in a handsome format. The illustrations, from copper engravings by a Dutch 
artist, are admirably in keeping 


CHEERFUL WEATHER FOR THE WEDDING. Julia Strachey. Lehmann, 6s. 
sC8. 119 pages. (The Holiday Library) 

The almost desperate humour of Julia Strachey’s story arises from Dolly Thatcham’s 
half-stifled conviction that she is making an irreparable mistake. It is heightened by the 
collection of ill-assorted and mostly indifferent guests who assemble for the wedding 
itself on a bright and bitter March day in a small village by the sea. The situation is 
handled skilfully and dramatically and the book is funny with the inappropriate 
funniness of the most painful things in life. It was first published in 1932. 


BOOKS FOR YOUNG READERS 

Fiction 

CATCH THAT SPIDER. Gilbert Dalton. Foley House Press, 6s. C8. 244 pages. 

Illustrations by Terry Freeman. 

This is a rousing adventure story set in the days of the Prince Regent, about a trio of 
children who foil the wicked plans of a notorious highwayman and his sinister friend 
to rob a dashing but impecunious Regency buck of a fortune. The evildoers are 
triumphantly outwitted after a series of hairbreadth escapes and risky manccuvres 
that provide excitement enough to satisfy the most avid of young readers from ten to 
fourteen years. 


SON OF THE HAWK. Thomas H. Raddall. John C. Winston (Toronto, 
Canada), $2.50. D8. 247 pages. Illustrations. 

Thomas H. Raddall, English-born Canadian author, twice winner of the Governor- 
General’s Award for his short stories and for his history of the port of Halifax, Halifax, 
Warden of the North, has written his first book for older boys and girls, although this 
unusual and absorbing tale of American Revolutionary days will be read and appre- 
ciated by many an adult. Many have thought of Canada’s part in the American 
Revolution as the defeat of Montgomery before Quebec in 1775. In Son of the Hawk 
Thomas Raddall tells the lesser-known story of the more silent but deeper struggle for 
Nova Scotia, the key to all Canada, in which seventeen-year-old David Strang, called 
by the Indians “The Hawk’ because of his exploits in the French and Indian Wars, 

plays his part. There was no glamour about this war. It was waged by small bands of 
men in “buckskin and homespun, poorly armed and worse suj pplied’. Tt was fought in 
scattered and lonely settlements, on forest trails and rivers and along a thous. and miles 
of almost empty coasts. David becomes involved in intrigue and espionage; he wit- 
nesses the overtures made to the Indians by both sides and takes his share in the actual 
fighting. Mr. Raddall writes with vigour and an economy of words and with no 
tendency to gloss over unpleasant incidents. This book is an outstanding contribution 
to Canadian historical fiction for older boys and girls from twelve to sixteen years. 














